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FOREWORD. 


Many  years  ago  my  boyish  imagination  was  very  vividly  impressed 
by  the  personality  of  Benedict  Arnold  as  depicted  in  Louis 
Rousselet’s  delightful  story,  “  The  Drummer  Boy,”  which 
appeared  in  serial  form  in  the  fifth  volume  of  that  best  of  schoolboys’ 
journals,  “  The  Boys’  Own  Paper,”  and  which  is  now  long  since  out 
of  print.  The  interest  then  aroused  in  his  character  and  in  the  stirring 
incidents  which  attended  his  defection  from  the  American  Cause  has 
been  a  lasting  one. 

When,  therefore,  early  in  1927,  a  year  after  the  publication  of  my 
book,  “  Our  Lady  of  Batersey,”  I  was  informed  by  Mrs.  Stephenson, 
whose  husband  the  late  Major  General  Theodore  Stephenson,  C.B.,  was 
Arnold’s  great  grandson,  that  she  had  recently  come  into  possession  of 
indisputable  evidence  that  Benedict  and  his  wife  were  buried  in  Batter¬ 
sea  Church,  and  that  the  Church  Registers  corroborated  this  evidence 
although  the  entries  had  escaped  my  own  notice,  she  found  me  at  once 
ready  to  make  further  investigations  with  a  view  to  giving  the  facts 
the  publicity  they  deserved. 


The  actual  Register  Entries-—**  Bendick  Arnold,  59  ”  and  “  Margaret 
Arnold  in  vaults  aged  40  ’’—-which  were  separated  by  an  interval  of  three 
years,  gave  no  obvious  clue  to  their  identity  and  I  fed  no  shame  for 
having  passed  them  by.  But,  once  on  the  track,  confirmation  was 
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readily  forthcoming  in  the  copies  of  the  inscriptions  from  their  coffin- 
ylaics,  made  in  1875,  and  now  preserved  with  some  hundreds  of  others 
in  the  Battersea  Public  Library.  Here  “  Mrs.  Margaret  Arnold  ”  is 
described  as  “  widow  of  Brigadier  General  Arnold.” 

It  is  very  curious  to  note  how  the  fates  have  apparently  conspired 
to  conceal  Arnold’s  last  resting-place.  For  many  years  he  was  quite 
erroneously  believed  to  have  been  buried  in  a  long-forgotten  grave  at 
Brompton.  In  the  Battersea  Registers  he  is  described  simply  as 
“  Bcndick,”  with  no  indication  of  rank,  while  an  error  in  the  transcript 
of  coffin-plate  inscriptions  designates  him  as  “  Frederick.”  No  monu¬ 
ment  or  mural  tablet  commemorates  him  in  the  Church  and  when  his 
coffin,  with  some  three  hundred  others  accumulated  during  a  century  and 
a  half  in  the  Crypt,  was  finally  buried  beneath  its  floor,  nobody  noted 
Ills  identity  and  the  actual  spot  remains  for  ever  unmarked. 

The  question  as  to  why  the  Arnolds  came  to  be  buried  in  the  com¬ 
paratively  remote  riverside  church  of  Battersea— then  but  a  secluded 
Surrey  village— appeared  to  me  to  demand  very  careful  investigation,  the 
results  of  which  are  recorded  in  the  following  pages. 

Among  the  materials  kindly  placed  at  my  disposal  by  Mrs.  Stephen- 
jon  was  a  very  illuminating  series  of  letters  by  General  and  Mrs.  Arnold 
to  their  eldest  son  in  India,  and  dating  from  1800,  the  year  before 
Arnold’s  death,  to  1804,  actual  year  in  which  his  wife  passed  away 
T  hey  are  printed  for  the  first  time  in  the  Appendix  to  this  book.  Not 
OHiy  do  they  throw  additional  light  on  the  fine  character  of  Margaret 
8hippcn,  going  far  to  refute  the  aspersions  which  have  in  the  past,  and 
again  quite  recently,  been  cast  on  her  integrity  by  some  historians  ;  but 
she)  supply  fuller  information  than  has  been  hitherto  available  on  the 
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details  of  Benedict  Arnold’s  last  illness  and  death,  and  also  'on  the 
interesting  question  of  the  families  with  whom  he  and  his  wife  were  on 
intimate  terms  during  their  later  years  in  England. 

Among  these  I  recognized  the  names  of  Fitch  and  Vassall  as  oc¬ 
curring  on  memorial  tablets  of  the  period  at  Battersea,  in  which  parish 
William  Vassall  proved  to  have  been  a  resident  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
For  the  information  which  made  it  possible  finally  to  identify  these 
families  as  prominent  American  Loyalists  from  Boston — descended  origin¬ 
ally  from  the  Essex  Fitches  of  Bocking  and  the  Vassalls  of  Stepney  and 
Eastwood— I  am  indebted  chiefly  to  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury 
Wills  and  Administrations ;  to  the  Vicar  of  Old  Sodbury,  Gloucestershire 
(the  Rev.  H.  N.  Burgess),  for  a  Copy  of  the  interesting  Vassall  inscrip¬ 
tion  in  his  Church;  to  the  Census  Returns  of  1851  for  Old  Sodbury; 
to  the  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register ;  and,  most 
important  of  all,  to  the  Claims  of  the  American  Loyalists  among  the 
Audit  Office  Papers  in  the  Public  Record  Office. 

My  very  grateful  thanks  are  due  to  Lieut.-Colonel  P.  R.  Phipps 
for  kindly  allowing  me  to  reproduce  his  portrait  of  Vfilliam  Fitch  by 
Sir  Thomas  Lawrence;  to  the  Vicar  and  Rural  Dean  of  Battersea, 
the  Rev.  C.  H.  Maxwell,  for  permission  to  photograph  the  Arnold 
entries  in  the  Battersea  Registers  of  Burial ;  to  the  Rev.  G.  L.  Arnold ; 
and  to  my  colleague  E.  G.  Ashton,  Esq.,  for  reading  my  proofs. 

JOHN  G.  TAYLOR. 

Sir  Walter  St.  John’s  School, 

Battersea. 
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“The  Story  of  William  Fitch  and  his  Portrait,”  MS.  kindly  lent 
by  the  author,  Lieut.-Col.  P.  R.  Phipps. 
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Public  Record  Office  (London) 

A.  Audit  Office  Papers— 


> 

b 

Bundle  containing  Memorial  of  Samuel  Fitch  to  the 
Commissioners  appointed  under  Act  of  1783  to 
enquire  into  the  Losses  and  Services  of  American 
Loyalists  (dated  21  March  1784),  with  evidence 
relating  thereto  and  to  his  renewed  claims  up  to 
August  1788.  The  bundle  includes  a  letter  from 
Benedict  Arnold  on  Fitch’s  behalf  stating  his  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  Whiting  family  of  Newhaven 
(Conn.),  dated  1787. 

A.O.yf 

Supplementary  papers  in  connection  with  Fitch’s  claim. 

A.O.jfjVfffo  Summary  of  Fitch’s  Claim  and  Award  as  recorded 


by  the  Commissioners,  1784. 

A.O.yV^ 

Summary  of  Fitch’s  renewed  Claim,  1788. 

A.O.yW 

Summary  of  Final  Award  made  to  Fitch  by  the 
Commissioners,  25  March,  1790,  under  Certificate 
No.  215. 

> 

b 

Bundle  containing  copy  of  Benedict  Arnold’s  Memorial 
to  the  Commissioners  withdrawn  in  1785,  together 
with  Joseph  Stansbury’s  statement  and  other  evidence. 

A.O.i| 

Bundle  containing  Memorials  of  Joseph  Stansbury  and 
of  Joshua  Hett  Smith. 

Precis  of  Stansbury’s  Case  and  decision  of  the 
Commissioners. 
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B.  Census  Returns,  1851,  for  the  Parish  of  Old  Sodbury, 

Gloucestershire. 

Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury  Wills. 

Wills  of  Benedict  Arnold  (Abercrombie,  f.  439),  Margaret 
Arnold  (Heseltine,  f.  590),  William  Vassall  (Adderley,  f.  630), 
Ann  Hubbard  (Norfolk,  f.  285),  and  Nathaniel  Middleton 
(Erskine,  f.  478). 

Letters  of  Administration  of  the  Estates  of  William  and  Samuel 
Fitch,  Jan.  1797  and  March  1800. 

The  ‘Times  and  Morning  Post,  16  and  17  June  1801. 

The  Gentleman’s  Magazine^  1801  (Part  I.,  p.  580),  and  1804. 

The  European  Magazine,  July  1801. 

St.  Mary’s  Battersea,  Mural  tablets  to  Fitch,  Vassall  and  Middleton. 


do. 

do. 

Registers  of  Burial,  1801,  1804  and  1828. 

do. 

do. 

Registers  of  Burials  in  the  Vaults,  1819 — 1854. 

do. 

do. 

“  Memo  of  Coffins  and  Remains  deposited  in 

the  Vaults,”  1875,  E.  White-original  MS.  at 

the  Battersea  Central  Public  Library. 

Battersea  Rate  Books,  1770 — 1804. 

St.  Mary-le-bone  Church,  Registers  of  Marriage,  1779  and  1801. 

St.  John  the  Baptist  Church,  Old  Sodbury,  Gloucestershire — 
Inscription  on  the  Vassall  tablet. 

Dictionary  of  National  Biography. 
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Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  VoL  L,  ed.  Allen  Johnson, 
R.  G.  Albion’s  article  on  Arnold,  1928. 

The  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,  Cogswell 
(cd.  Drake),  1847  onwards,  Vols.  XV.  and  XVII. 

.Appleton’s  “  Cyclopaedia  of  American  Biography,”  ed.  J.  J.  Wilson 
and  J.  Fiske,  1889. 

“The  American  Loyalists ’’—Lorenzo  Sabine,  pub.  1847. 

“Our  Lady  of  Batersey,”  Dr.  J.  G.  Taylor,  pub.  (1925)  G.  White, 
396,  King’s  Road,  Chelsea,  S.W. 
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P.C.C.  . .  . .  . .  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury 

wms. 


P.R.O.  . 
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Public  Record  Office. 
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SOME  NEW  LIGHT  ON  THE  LATER  LIFE  AND  LAST 
RESTING  PLACE  OF  BENEDICT  ARNOLD  AND 
OF  HIS  WIFE  MARGARET  SHIPPEN. 


The  History  of  the  War  of  Independence  provides  no  more  moving 
incident  than  the  abortive  attempt  of  the  brilliant  American 
General  Benedict  Arnold — the  daring  hero  of  Quebec,  Lake 
Champlain  and  Saratoga,  and  the  sincerely  regarded  colleague 

of  Washington  himself— to  betray  the  key  position  at  West  Point’^  to  the 
English  Commander-in-chief,  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  in  the  fall  of  the  year 
1780. 

Arnold  himself  declares®  that  “  when  he  took  up  arms  he  had  not 
a  wish  or  idea  of  promoting  a  separation  of  America  from  Great  Britain 
and  forming  an  independent  government  there,  but  his  sole  view  and 
aim  was  to  obtain  a  redress  of  grievances  of  which  in  his  opinion  the 
Americans  justly  complained.  Conceiving  the  overtures  and  proposals 
made  by  Great  Britain  to  America  in  the  year  1778  for  peace  and 
reunion  of  the  two  countries  to  be  just  and  equitable,  he  used  his 
endeavours  and  influence  to  have  them  accepted  ;  but,  finding  the  rulers 
of  his  countrymen  blind  to  their  real  interest  and  determined  on  a 

separation  from  Great  Britain,  he  thought  himself  justified  in  raising 
every  means  in  his  power  to  prevent  it,  for  which  purposes  (waiving  all 
considerations  of  private  interest),  at  the  risque  of  his  person  and  fortune 

^  West  Point — the  Gibraltar  of  America — a  strong  and  elevated  position  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  Hudson,  50  miles  above  New  York.  It  was  occupied  as  a  military  post  in 
January  1778  and  strengthened  with  a  series  of  earthwork  forts  and  ordnance,  in  order  to 
preserve  the  command  of  the  river  and  so  to  safeguard  the  American  army,  then  stationed 
in  the  strongholds  of  the  highlands  on  both  sides  of,  and  higher  up,  the  stream.  Arnold  had 
himself  solicited  the  command  of  this  key-position  in  order  to  deliver  it  into  Clinton’s  hands. 
Its  capture  would  have  'exposed  the  troops  under  Washington,  “  with  the  remainder  of  his 
Army,  to  the  united  attack  of  the  royal  forces  by  land  and  water  and  general  ruin  to  the 

American  Cause  must  have  been  the  result  ”  {Vide  the  “  Narrative  ”  of  Joshua  Hett  Smith). 

®  P.R.O.,  A.O.if — Arnold’s  Memorial  to  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  Losses  and  Services  of  American  Loyalists  (printed  in  full  in  Appendix  I.,  p.  51). 
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he  opened  a  correspondence  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton  early  in  the  year 
1779  ”  (sending  a  personal  messenger^  to  him  secretly  about  June)  “  and 
would  at  that  time  have  quitted  the  American  and  joined  the  British 
Army  in  New  York.  But  it  was  the  opinion  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
that  he  would  render  greater  services  by  remaining  in  the  American 
army,  in  which  he  concurred  and,  in  concert  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 

®  This  was  Joseph  Stansbury  (1750-1809).  Born  in  the  city  of  London,  he  took  out 

goods  to  Philadelphia  in  1767  and  settled  as  a  merchant  there — dealing  in  china,  British  glass 
and  earthenware,  and  household  furniture.  According  to  Appleton,  in  1776  he  sang  “  God 
Save  the  King”  in  his  house  and,  before  the  year  closed,  was  committed  to  prison.  \^'hen 
the  British  troops  entered  Philadelphia,  in  1777,  he  regained  his  liberty  and  Howe  appointed 
him  one  of  the  commissioners  for  selecting  and  governing  the  city  watch.  He  was  thus,  in 
all  probability,  thoroughly  well  acquainted  with  the  best  ways  for  leaving  the  city  unobserved 

and  admirably  fitted  for  bearing  Arnold’s  secret  offer  of  his  services  to  Clinton  at  New  York 

in  June  1779.  In  the  meantime  (June  1778)  Philadelphia  had  again  changed  hands,  but 

Stansbury  had  temporarily  disarmed  suspicion  by  taking  both  the  Oaths  {i.e.  of  Allegiance 
and  of  Abjuration)  to  the  Rebel  States.  Clinton  certifies  that  “  Mr.  Joseph  Stansbury  came 
to  see  me  in  New  York  about  the  Month  of  June  1779  ^  tender  of  General  Arnold’s 

Services  and  was  from  that  time  to  the  escape  of  General  Arnold  to  New  York  (i.e.  25 
Sept.  1780)  employed  in  a  secret  and  confidential  Correspondence  between  us  of  very  great 
importance  which  he  conducted  with  diligence  and  integrity  and  to  my  entire  Satisfaction 
and  that  the  said  Joseph  Stansbury’s  Services  were  voluntary,  unconditional  and  without 
gratuity  so  Jar  as  I  have  understood.”  Stansburj^’s  own  statement  (from  the  A.O. 

bundle  -1^)  is  printed  in  Appendix  II.  (p.  55).  It  bears  out  Arnold’s  own  account  that  Clinton 
preferred  him  to  remain  a  traitor  in  the  American  Army  for  the  time  being  and  not  to  join 
him  openly  at  New  York.  In  November  1780,  Stansbury’s  books  were  seized  by  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Council  of  Philadelphia  and  he  was  again  imprisoned  “  on  Suspicion  that  he  was 
carrj'ing  on  a  Correspondence  with  the  British.”  He  was  proscribed  and  banished  from  the 
State,  but  was  allowed  to  go  to  New  York  in  December.  Here  his  wife  and  family  joined 
him,  and  Clinton  assigned  him  a  “  house,  with  rations  of  fuel  and  provisions  and  two  Dollars 
a  day  on  account  of  his  sufferings  and  losses.”  In  January  1784,  he  arrived  in  England  to 

place  his  Claim  for  Compensation  before  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  enquire 

into  the  losses  of  American  Loyalists,  staying  with  his  brother  at  67,  St.  Paul’s 

Churchyard.  He  states  that,  apart  from  a  sum  of  50  guineas  allowed  him  for 
expenses  by  Clinton,  he  had  received  nothing  for  his  services  rendered  as  intermediary  “  at 
the  imminent  and  frequent  hazard  of  his  life  and  fortune  ”  and  suggests  compensation  of 
£1000.  Notwithstanding  favourable  certificates  from  both  Arnold  and  Clinton,  the  Com¬ 
missioners  refused  to  have  anything  to  do  with  him..  “  He  seems,”  they  remark,  “  at  no 
time  to  have  been  true  to  his  Allegiance  and  however  you  may  like  the  Treason  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  approve  the  Traitor.  Such  Men  should  claim  the  reward  for  such  Service  at  the 
time  and  upon  the  Spot.  When  Individuals  or  Nations  are  called  upon  in  their  cooler 
moments  to  give  Rewards  for  such  Services  they  are  apt  to  consider  the  Matter  under  all 
its  Circumstances.  We  have  done  that  and  are  of  Opinion  that  no  annual  or  other  Allowance 
should  be  given  to  Mr.  Stansbury.”  Being  refused  the  right  to  resume  residence  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Stansbury  finally  settled  in  New  York  as  Secretary  of  an  Insurance  Com.pany.  Apple- 
ton  says  he  was  “  of  literary  tastes,  of  integrity  in  his  dealings,  of  many  private  virtues  and 
generally  respected.”  His  “  Loyal  Verses  ”  were  published  in  i860.  {Fide  P.R.O.,  Stansbury’s 
Memorial  and  Evidence  and  the  Commissioners’  Decision,  A.O.gf  and  also  Appleton’s 

Cyclopaedia  of  American  Biography,  New  York,  i88g.) 
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formed  a  plan  which,  had  it  succeeded,  would  in  all  probability  have 
put  a  favourable  end  to  the  war  in  America.” 

The  plot  was  unmasked  through  the  dramatic-  capture  of  Clinton’s 
aide-de-camp,  the  gallant  Major  John  Andre,  who  had  been  employed 
as  intermediary  between  the  two  commanders.  While  endeavouring  to 
return  to  the  English  lines  under  Arnold’s  safe  conduct  but  clad,  alas ! 
in  civilian  dress,  he  was  held  up  in  a  narrow  part  of  the  road  by  three 
colonials.  His  over-anxiety  to  proceed  without  hindrance  roused  their 
suspicions.  They  proceeded  to  search  him  and  the  fatally  in¬ 
criminating  papers,  in  General  Arnold’s  own  handwriting,  were  found 
hidden  in  his  boots. 

By  the  almost  incredible  short-sightedness  of  the  American  officer  to 
whom  Andr^  was  first  led,  word  of  his  detention  was  allowed  to  reach  Arnold 
who,  to  use  his  own  words,^  “  was  in  the  most  imminent  danger  of 
losing  his  life,  was  obliged  to  make  a  precipitate  flight  and  was  under 
the  necessity  of  leaving  his  family,  his  papers  and  all  his  property 
behind  him.”  When,  therefore,  Washington  arrived  at  that  general’s 
headquarters,  three  hours  ahead  of  the  messenger  bearing  the  documents 
found  on  Andre’s  person,  Arnold  had  already  galloped  away  to  join  Clinton 
and  there  remained  only  a  young  wife  distracted  to  the  verge  of  insanity 
by  her  husband’s  parting  revelation  of  sudden  and  irretrievable  ruin. 

Arnold  had  escaped  the  vengeance  of  a  Court  Martial ;  but  the  plea 
put  forward  on  Andre’s  behalf,  that  he  was  a  messenger  under  Arnold’s 
flag  of  truce  and  passport,  availed  him  no  more  than  the  fact  of  his  well-known 
honourable  character,  popular  personality  and  sterling  worth.  Technically,  of 
course,  he  had  no  case  and,  within  ten  days  of  his  capture,  he  was  hanged 
as  a  spy.  “  Andre  has  met  his  fate  with  that  fortitude  which  was 
expected  from  an  accomplished  man  and  a  gallant  officer,”  wrote 
Washington  to  a  friend,  “  but  I  am  mistaken  if  Arnold  is  not  under¬ 
going  at  this  time  the  torments  of  a  mental  heU.”“ 

*  P.R.O.,  A.O.  Vide  Appendix  L,  p.  53. 

®  Quoted  from  Joshua  Hett  Smith’s  “  Authentic  Narrative  of  the  Causes  which  led  to 
the  Death  of  Major  Andre,”  1808. 
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Some  two  years  before  the  catastrophe  of  his  career,  Arnold,  then 
a  widower  in  his  thirty-eighth  year,  had  been  appointed  to  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Philadelphia  (June  1778).  Here  he  had  made  the  acquaintance 
of  Margaret  (“  Peggy  ”)  Shippen,  the'  beautiful  young  daughter  of  Edv/ard 
Shippen,  sometime  Judge  of  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court.  At  about  the 
time  his  treacherous  correspondence  with  Clinton  was  beginning,  he  had 
married  her®  and,  with  their  infant  son,  she  had  joined  him  at  West 
Point  only  ten  days  before  the  denouement. 

The  question  at  once  arises,  “Was  Margaret  Shippen  in  any  way 
implicated  in  her  husband’s  guilt  ?  ”  Although  he  was  not  a  Loyalist  and 
was  appointed  a  Judge  in  Pennsylvania  less  than  eight  months  after  the 
Treaty  of  Peace,  her  father  had  taken  no  active  share  in  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  struggle.  But  it  is  nevertheless  true  that  in  the  year  before  her 
marriage — ^wLile  the  British  were  still  occupying  Philadelphia — Margaret 
had  become  acquainted  with  Major  Andre,’  and  one  apparently  inno¬ 
cuous  letter,  received  from  him  in  August  1779,  four  months  after  the 
wedding,  has  since  been  published. 

On  the  one  side  there  is  the  excellent  and  convincing  “  Life  of 
Margaret  Shippen,  Wife  of  General  Arnold,”  by  Lewis  Burd  Walker, 
which  appeared  in  the  “  Pennsylvania  Magazine  of  History  and  Bio¬ 
graphy  for  1900-01.  It  quotes  the  unanimous  testimony  of  all  her 

contemporaries,  her  relations,  her  friends  and  the  Generals  who  were  on 
the  spot,  as  well  as  her  husband  who,  writing  to  Washington  on  the 
evening  of  the  fateful  day,  says  “  I  am  induced  to  ask  your  protection 
for  Mrs.  Arnold  from  every  insult  and  injury  that  a  mistaken  vengeance 
of  my  country  may  expose  her  to.  It  ought  to  fall  only  on  me  ;  she 
is  as  good  and  innocent  as  an  angel  and  is  incapable  of  doing  wrong.” 
All  this,  backed  by  the  evidence  of  her  youth  (she  was  just  nineteen 
when  the  correspondence  with  Clinton  began),  of  her  conduct  at  the 

*  On  15th  April  1779.  According  to  Stansbury’s  statement  Arnold  sent  for  him  “about 
the  month  of  June”  in  that  year;  and  according  to  his  Memorial  he  went  “from  Phila¬ 
delphia  to  New  York  in  June  and  opened  the  secret  correspondence  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton.” 

’  “  Poor  Andre  was  in  love  with  her,  but  she  refused  him  for  Arnold,  keeping  a  lock 
of  Andre’s  hair,  which  we  still  have  ” — quotation  from  “  Life  of  Colonel  Pownoll  Phipps  ” 
(p.  88),  by  the  Rev.  P.  W.  Phipps,  privately  printed,  1894. 

®  Published  by  The  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  U.S.A. 
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time  and  of  the  uniform  excellence  of  her  character  as  depicted  in  her 
after  life  and  in  her  correspondence,  makes  a  most  compelling  case  for 
her  complete  innocence  respecting  the  General’s  intentions. 

On  the  other  side,  there  is  the  most  recent  statement  of  Mr. 
Robert  G.  Albion,  in  Vol.  I.  of  the  new  “  Dictionary  of  American 
Biography,”  published  in  1928,  two  years  after  “  the  coming  of  the 
British  Headquarters  Papers  to  America,”  that  “  it  is  difficult  now  to  avoid 
the  conclusion  (which  up  to  this  time  few  historians  have  been  willing 
to  accept)  that  Mrs.  Arnold  certainly  handled  some  of  the  secret  des¬ 
patches  and  that  the  same  spies  who  carried  the  despatches  were  also 
used  to  carry  personal  messages  to  Andre  and  the  other  British  Officers 
whom  she  had  known  in  the  winter  of  1778  in  Philadelphia.  A  docu¬ 
ment  in  Clinton’s  own  handwriting  dated  Novr.  14,  1792,  says  ‘  his 
wife  obtained  for  her  services,  which  was  {sic)  very  meritorious,  350  pounds.’  ” 

It  may,  perhaps,  not  unreasonably  be  suggested  that,  in  thus  hinting  at  a 
conclusion  which  “few  historians  have  been  willing  to  accept,”  the  writer 
of  the  article  quoted  should  have  defined  with  greater  precision  exactly 
what  is  meant  by  the  “  handling  ”  of  some  of  the  secret  despatches  and 
that  he  should  have  given  some  idea  of  the  number  and  character  of 

the  “personal  messages”  carried  from  Mrs.  Arnold  to  Andre  and  others 
by  the  spies.  As  to  Clinton,  he  is  writing  twelve  years  after  the  event  ; 
he  himself  had  hardly  played  an  honourable  part  in  the  drama — -advising 
that  Arnold  could  render  more  essential  assistance  by  continuing  to 
co-operate  from  within  the  American  army  than  by  immediately  and  openly 
joining  the  British  {vide  Appendix  1.  and  II.,  pp.  51  and  55) ;  moreover,  he 
does  not  specify  any  “services,”  and  the  context  of  his  remark  is  withheld. 
The  similarity  of  the  amount  mentioned— 350  pounds— to  that  of  Mrs. 
Arnold’s  life-pension  of  £^>^0  per  annum,  also,  cannot  fail  to  be  noted. 

From  the  first  Washington  acquitted  Mrs.  Arnold  of  any  share  in 
the  plot  and  he  gave  her  the  choice  either  to  go  to  her  husband  in 

New  York  or  to  return  to  her  home  in  Philadelphia.  Left  alone,  as 
she  was,  to  face  the  aftermath,  she  chose  the  bolder  course  and  went 

back  to  her  father.  In  Philadelphia,  the  Council  made  no  charge  of 

any  sort  against  her.  Nevertheless  it  harshly  ordered  her  departure 
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from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  within  fourteen  days.  Her  father 
accordingly  accompanied  her  to  New  York  and,  from  the  moment  of 
her  arrival  there,  she  appears  to  have  bravely  taken  up.  the  burden  of 

life  as  the  loyal  wife  of  the  man  with  whose  fate  her  own  fortunes 

were  now  inevitably  linked  and  as  the  model  and  devoted  mother  of 
their  children. 

Arnold  issued  an  Address®  to  the  Inhabitants  of  America  in  justi¬ 
fication  of  his  defection  from  the  cause  of  Independence.  In  it  he 
stated  that  he  was  influenced  by  the  undue  protraction  of  the  War  and 
the  preference  still  shown  for  the  assistance  and  counsels  of  the  ancient 
enemy,  France,  after  the  Mother  Country  had  offered  full  redress  of 
grievances ;  and  that,  by  accomplishing  an  event  of  decisive  importance, 
he  had  hoped  to  bring  about  a  speedy  cessation  of  hostilities  without 

further  effusion  of  blood.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  no  doubt  that 

he  was  at  this  time  filled  with  fierce  personal  resentment  of  the  in¬ 
gratitude  and  injustice  he  believed  himself  to  have  received — notwith¬ 
standing  his  magnificent  services  in  the  field — at  the  hands  of  the 
American  authorities,  military  as  well  as  civil. 

But  it  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  present  article  to  pass  judgment. 
After  a  brief  survey  of  the  events  and  intimacies  of  the  later  lives  of 
the  two  exiles,  it  is  proposed  to  examine,  with  somewhat  closer  scrutiny 
than  has  yet  been  attempted,  the  existing  evidence  relative  to  the 
later  years  and  closing  scenes  of  Benedict  Arnold’s  life  and  of  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  his  death ;  and  to  disclose  for  the  first  time  the  name 
of  the  actual  place  where  husband  and  wife  were  laid  to  rest,  together 
with  the  probable  reasons  for  its  selection. 

On  Arnold’s  arrival  in  the  British  Camp,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had 
promptly  created  him  a  Brigadier-General — ^with  English  Colonel’s  pay ; 
and  he  himself  states  that,^®  in  October,  1780,  he  had  also  received 
compensation  from  the  Government  by  Clinton’s  hands  to  the  extent 
of  £6,000  “  on  account  of  his  losses,  risque  and  services  rendered.” 

•  Given  in  Hett  Smith’s  “  Authentic  Narrative.” 

*®The  quotations  in  this  and  the  succeeding  paragraph  are  from  P.R.O.,  A.O.  bundle  if, 
Fide  Appendix  I.,  pp.  53,  54. 
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For  a  while  he  was  employed  in  minor  operations  at  Richmond  and 
New  London ;  but,  shortly  after  the  capitulation  of  Yorktown  in 
October,  1781,  he  returned  with  Cornwallis  to  England,  arriving  in 

London  early  in  the  New  Year.  Here,  for  a  brief  period,  he  and  liis 
wife  appear  to  have  been  the  objects  of  some  special  attention  from 
court  circles  and  “  a  friendship  with  Lord  Cornwallis  was  formed  to 
which  his  children  were  greatly  indebted  for  their  future  advancement.” 
A  life-pension  too,  of  “  about  £'^60  per  annum  ”  was  secured  for  Mrs. 
Arnold  at  this  time ;  but  the  General  was  given  no  further  employment 
by  the  Government. 

In  1783,  a  Bill  was  passed  appointing  a  Commission  to  enquire 
into  the  Losses  and  Services  of  the  American  Loyalists.  To  this  body 
Arnold  sent  a  memorial  claiming  some  compensation  in  addition  to  that 
which  he  had  already  received  from  the  Government.  In  a 
schedule  which  is  attached,  he  emphasizes  that,  until  the  outbreak 

of  the  war,  he  was  a  merchant  and  possessed  of  a  large  and 
handsome  new  house  in  Newhaven,  Connecticut — ^with  stores,  coach¬ 
house,  stables,  wharfs  and  fruit  garden  between  two  and  three 

acres  in  extent- — which  he  values  at  £1,^00.  There  was  also  Mount 

Pleasant,  a  fine  mansion  with  100  acres  of  land,  four  miles  from  Phila¬ 

delphia,  which  he  had  purchased  shortly  before  his  marriage  with  Mar¬ 
garet  Shippen  and  settled  on  himself  for  life,  with  remainder  to  his 
wife  and  children.  This,  with  the  furniture,  he  estimates  as  worth 
about  £6,000 ;  and,  together  with  his  lands  in  Connecticut  and  other 

property,  he  is  able  to  show  a  total  loss  of  ^16,000  apart  from  the 
j^4,050  down  (by  way  of  commuted  pension)  which,  had  he  remained 
constant,  he  would  probably  have  received  from  Congress.  It  appears 

that  little  was  done  for  the  Loyalists  at  this  time — -indeed  their  claims 
were  not  finally  disposed  of  until  1790— and  it  may  weU  have  been  that 
Arnold’s  temperament  preferred  the  chances  of  an  active  life  to  awaiting 
the  meticulous  enquiries  and  slow  decisions  of  the  Commissioners.  At 

any  rate,  in  a  letter  dated  London,  26  April  1785,  he  admits  that,  in 
addition  to  his  wife’s  pension,  he  has  already  “  in  great  measure  received 
compensation  by  the  hands  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  ”  ;  and  he  begs  to  be 
allowed  to  withdrav/  his  claim  “  partly,”  he  adds,  “  because  of  the 
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expense  of  remaining  in  London  to  prosecute  it.”  It  is,  perhaps,  a 
sidelight  on  Arnold’s  well-known  love  of  doing  things  in  the  grand 
style  that  this  letter  is  written  on  gilt-edged  paper ! .  The  original 
memorial  was  returned  as  requested.  But  the  Commissioners  kept  a 
copy”  of  it  which  is  still  to  be  seen  among  the  Audit  Office  papers  in 
the  Public  Record  Office  ;  and  it  is  from  this  interesting  document  that 
Arnold’s  explanation  of  his  attitude  towards  the  War  and  his  defence 
of  his  final  defection  have  been  extracted.  They  are  quoted  for  the 
first  time  on  pages  17-19  of  this  volume,  and  both  letter  and  memorial 
are  printed  in  full  in  the  Appendix. 

With  the  object  of  increasing  his  means  and  of  making  better  pro¬ 
vision  for  his  young  family,  Arnold  now  turned  to  various  business 
ventures.  In  1786  he  was  trading,  as  of  old,  in  the  West  Indies ;  but 
he  must  have  returned  within  a  very  few  months,  for  we  find  him 
writing”  on  May  25th,  1787,  from  No.  3,  Beckerstone  Street,  West¬ 
minster.  A  few  weeks  later,  however,  his  wife  accompanied  him  to  St. 
John’s,  New  Brunswick  (where  their  son  George  was  born  in  September) 
and,  between  December  1789  and  April  1790,  she  took  the  opportunity 
to  pay  her  only  visit  to  her  father  and  friends  in  Philadelphia,  returning 
finally  (in  1791)  to  London  where  the  family  settled  in  Cavendish  Square. 

It  was  in  the  next  year,  1792,  that  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  addres¬ 
sing  the  House  of  Lords,  referred  to  Arnold’s  defection  as  a  notable 
instance  of  political  apostasy.  The  apology  demanded  for  this  unpro¬ 
voked  attack  not  being  immediately  forthcoming  in  the  form  requested, 
a  meeting  was  arranged,  at  Kilburn  Wells,  and  the  General  actually 
fired  one  shot  at  his  traducer.  Lauderdale,  however,  not  only  refused  to 
follow  suit  but  came  forward,  “  very  handsomely  like  a  man  of  honour  ” 
and  expressed  regret  for  the  words  he  had  used,  in  terms  with  which 
the  seconds  advised  Arnold  he  might  be  perfectly  satisfied.  Lauderdale’s 
second  was  Charles  James  Fox,  the  statesman.  Arnold’s  was  Lord 
Hawke,  son  of  the  famous  Admiral ;  and  there  is  still  in  existence  an 

”  P.R.O.,  A.O.  Vide  Appendix  I.,  p.  51. 

”  P.R.O.,  A.O.  From  Joshua  Hett  Smith’s  Memorial  A.O.  ||  it  appears  that  Arnold 
was  living  at  3,  Beckt.^tone  Street,  as  early  as  March,  1784. 
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“  Account  of  the  Duel,”  drawn  up  by  the  General  in  his  own  hand¬ 
writing,  to  which  is  appended  the  note— “  Portland  Place,  July  7th,  1792. 
Moderate  and  unexaggerated.  This  is  a  true  statement  of  ,the  dispute 
between  General  Arnold  and  Lord  Lauderdale  to  the  best  of  my  know¬ 
ledge  and  belief— on  the  part  of  General  Arnold — Hawke.”^® 

From  1794  to  1796,  Arnold  was  again  in  the  West  Indies.  In 

1798,  the  offer  of  his  services  for  the  French  War,  then  raging,  was 

finally  repulsed;  but  the  Government  made  him  a  grant  of  13,400  acres 

of  land  in  Upper  Canada.  This  he  expected  to  increase  steadily  in 
value  in  time  to  come.®*  Meanwhile,  anxious  to  improve  his  immediate 
financial  position,  he  appears  to  have  ventured  recklessly  in  various  pri¬ 
vateering  schemes.  From  Mrs.  Arnold’s  letters  to  her  eldest  son,  Edward,®® 
then  on  service  in  India,  it  may  be  gathered  that  he  was  the  dupe  of 
unscrupulous  associates  and  that  “  the  disappointment  of  all  his  pecuniary 
expectations,  with  the  numerous  vexations  and  mortifications  he  had 

endured,  had  so  broken  his  spirits  and  destroyed  his  nerves  ”  that  he 
had,  for  some  time  before  his  death  “  been  incapable  of  the  smallest 
enjoyment.” 

In  1800,  apparently  in  search  of  health,  he  “left  London  for  a 
trip  to  Warwick,  Bath,  etc.” 

The  following  notice  appeared  in  the  ’Times  of  Tuesday,  the  i6th 
and  in  the  -  Morning  Post  of  Wednesday,  the  17th  of  June,  1801- — 

“  On  Sunday  Morning  at  his  home  in  Gloucester  Place,®® 

Brigadier  General  Arnold  ”  ; 

®®  Vide  Appendix  V.,  p.  77,  where  the  “Account”,  as  given  in  Isaac  Arnold’s  “Life”,  is 
reprinted  in  full. 

®*  Vide  Arnold’s  letter  to  his  eldest  son,  Edward  Shippen  Arnold,  dated  9  October,  1800 
(Appendix  III,  p.  58). 

®®  Edward  Shippen  Arnold,  the  eldest  son  of  Benedict  Arnold  and  Margaret  Shippen,  was 
born  at  Philadelphia,  19  March  1780.  He  became  a  Lieutenant  in  the  6th  Bengal  Cavalry, 
^1800,  and  later.  Paymaster  at  Muttra.  Writing  to  him  after  his  father’s  death,  his  mother 
says,  “  It  is  to  you,  my  beloved  Son,  that  I  chiefly  look  as  a  Protector,  Adviser  and  Friend,” 
and  to  him,  in  a  later  letter,  she  entrusts  the  care  of  his  young  sister  who  ultimately  went 
out  to  him  in  India.  He  died,  prematurely,  at  Dinnapore,  17  Deer.,  1813  {vide  Mrs. 
Arnold’s  letters,  App.  HI.,  pp.  57-67). 

®®  The  house  was  No.  18,  Gloucester  Place  {Vide  Isaac  N.  Arnold’s  “  Life  of  Benedict 
Arnold  ”,  p.  372). 
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and,  under  the  heading  of  Deaths,  in  the  European  Magazine  for  July 
occurs  also— 

“  June  14  In  Gloucester  Place  Brigadier  General  Arnold,  a  person 
much  noticed  during  the  American  War  ”  ;  ' 

while  the  Morning  Post  for  Friday,  June  the  19th,  remarks— 

“  Poor  General  Arnold  has  departed  this  world  without  notice  ;  a 
sorry  reflection  this  for  the  Pitts  and  Portlands  and  other  turncoats.” 

The  meagre  information  of  the  circumstances  given  in  these  obituary 
notices  is,  fortunately,  amply  supplemented  by  the  touching  and  affec¬ 
tionate  letter  from  Mrs.  Arnold,  already  quoted  above  and  printed,  for 
the  first  time,  in  the  Appendix  to  this  book.^’  It  is  dated  “  Gally- 
wood  ”  (to  which  place  Mrs.  Arnold  had  gone  for  rest  and  change  after 
the  funeral)  “July  ist,  1801,”  and  states  that  the  General’s  health  had 
been  in  a  declining  state  for  some  months  past — aggravated  by  his 
separation  from  his  two  elder  sons,  now  both  on  foreign  service  and 
with  whom  he  persisted  in  believing  he  had  parted  for  ever,  as  well  as 
by  the  increasingly  unsatisfactory  reports  of  his  business  commitments. 
“  On  the  23rd  of  May,”  she  writes,  “  we  came  down  to  this  place 
(GaUywood)^*  on  a  visit  to  our  dear  Miss  Fitches,  where  he  evidently 
mended ;  his  appetite  was  always  good,  and  he  was  able  to  drive  eight 
or  ten  miles  daily,  in  a  Chaise  cart  without  springs.  After  remaining 
here  eight  days,  business  of  a  harrassing  {sic)  nature  drew  him  to  town, 
where  he  grew  worse.  The  week  following  was  fixed  for  our  return  here, 
when,  a  day  or  two  before  we  were  to  set  off  ...  he  was  entirely  disabled 
from  swallowing  or  speaking  for  three  days  .  .  .  every  alarming  and  dis¬ 
tressing  symptom  rapidly  increased,  and  after  great  suffering,  he  expired 
on  Sunday  morning  the  14th  of  June,  at  half  past  6  o’clock,  without 
■  a  groan.” 

This  detailed  account  of  Arnold’s  last  days  leaves  no  room  for  the 
dramatic  story,  told  by  Isaac  Arnold  and  often  quoted  since,  that  near 
the  end  he  called  for  his  old  American  uniform  with  the  exclamation, 
“  God  forgive  me  for  ever  putting  on  any  other  !  ” 

On  the  other  hand,  neither  this  intimate  maternal  letter  nor  the 
newspaper  notices  quoted  above,  give  an  indication  of  either  the  time 
Vide  Appendix  III.,  p.  59. 

Gallywood,  modern  Galleywood,  3  miles  from  Chelmsford. 
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or  place  of  burial.  Until  a  few  months  ago,  the  only  known  reference 
was  provided  by  the  Obituary  Column  of  the  Gentleman^ s  Magazine  for 
l8oi  (Part  I,  p.  580),  which  runs— 

“  June  14  At  his  house  in  Gloucester  Place,  Brigadier-General 

Arnold.  His  remains  were  interred  on  the  21  at  Brompton.  Seven 

mourning  coaches  and  four  state  carriages  formed  the  calvacade.” 

Margaret  Arnold  survived  her  husband  for  three  years,  in  the  course 
of  which,  notwithstanding  the  steady  advance  of  a  painful  and  incurable 
disease,  she  succeeded  in  bringing  her  Executorship  to  a  close,  clearing 
her  husband’s  debts  to  the  amount  of  over  £6,000  and  making  as 

satisfactory  provision  for  her  younger  children  as  she  was  able.  She 

died  on  August  the  24th,  1804,  the  event  being  thus  recorded  in  the 
Gentleman’ s  Magazine  of  that  year— 

“  24  Aug.  In  Bryanstone  Street  Portman  Square,  in  her  44th 
year,  Mrs.  Margaret  Arnold,  widow  of  Brigadier-General  Arnold 
who  died  June  14,  1801  and  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Edward 
Shippen,  Chief  Justice  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  N.  America.” 

In  the  case  of  Margaret  Arnold  there  is  no  contemporary  published 
evidence  available — either  in  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine  or  elsewhere — -as 
to  the  date  or  place  of  the  funeral.  It  would,  of  course,  be  reasonable 
to  infer  that  her  remains  were  interred  at  Brompton  with  those  of  her 
husband.  On  reference,  however,  to  the  Registers  of  Burial  for  the  Bromp- 
ton^®  District,  it  was  found  that  not  only  did  they  contain  no  entry  of 
the  burial  of  Margaret  Arnold,  but — a  much  more  startling  fact- — that 
the  General’s  name,  also,  was  missing  from  their  pages  ! 

A  systematic  search  of  the  Registers  of  all  possible  London  churches 
north  of  the  Thames  produced  similarly  negative  results  and  the  question 
of  the  last  resting-place  of  the  ill-fated  pair  seemed  destined  to  remain 
an  unsolvable  mystery. 

^®  Brompton  was  originally  a  hamlet  of  Kensington.  It  was  not  until  1769  that  a  private 
Chapel  was  erected  in  the  district,  to  which  preachers  were  appointed  by  the  Vicar  of  Kensington. 
The  Parish  Church  of  Holy  Trinity,  Brompton,  was  consecrated  in  1829.  Its  Register  of  Burials  in 
the  surrounding  churchyard  dates  from  1828,  although  the  ground  had  been  previously  used  for 
interments  from  the  neighbouring  St.  George’s  Hospital.  Before  1828,  Brompton  burials  would 
usually  be  in  Kensington  churchyard  and  entered  in  tiie  Registers  of  St.  Mary  Abbots,  Kensington. 
Brompton  Chapel  was  closed  at  a  later  date  and  has  since  been  converted  into  the  Parochial  School 
for  Girls  and  Infants.  Brompton  Cemetery  was  first  opened  in  1845. 
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Quite  unexpectedly,  and  within  the  last  three  years,  the  key  has 
been  supplied,  and  the  notice  in  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine  as  to  place 
of  interment  falsified,  by  the  unearthing  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  PownoU 
Phipps^®  who,  on  the  17th  of  April,  1813,  '  had  married  their  only 
surviving  daughter,  Sophia  Matilda  Arnold^’-  (b.  28th  July,  1785). 

This  letter  is  dated  from  Sunbury,  Middlesex,  6th  August,  1828,  and 
was  written  by  the  Colonel  to  his  wife’s  half-brother,  Richard  Arnold, 

Pownoll  Phipps  (1780-1858)  was  son  of  Constantine  Phipps  and  Elizabeth  Tierney,  his 
grandfather  being  a  cousin  of  Constantine  Phipps,  the  first  Lord  Mulgrave.  After  an 
adventurous  boyhood,  including  ten  years  (1788-98)  in  revolutionary  France,  he  returned  to 
England  with  the  tidings — most  unwelcome  to  his  people — that  he  was  engaged  to  be  married  to 
a  young  French  lady,  Henriette,  daughter  of  Count  de  Beaurepaire.  He  was  promptly  (May 
1799)  despatched  to  Calcutta  as  a  Cadet  in  the  Bengal  Army  of  the  E.  India  Co.  On  his 
arrival,  he  volunteered  for  Egypt  where,  in  1801,  he  served  in  the  army  of  Sir  R.  Aber¬ 
crombie.  Returning  to  Calcutta  in  1802,  he  found  the  faithful  Henriette  awaiting  him  there 
and  immediately  married  her.  She  died  in  1812,  and  the  following  year  he  took  as  his 
second  wife  Sophia  Matilda,  only  surviving  daughter  of  Benedict  Arnold  {vide  note  21).  His 
third  wife,  whom  he  married  in  1834,  was  Anna,  da.  of  Major  Robert  Smith,  R.M.,  and 
sister  of  Lady  Osborne.  Phipps  retired  with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  in  1822,  becom¬ 
ing  Colonel  in  1854.  An  active  and  generous  evangelical,  he  became  a  prominent  supporter 
of  the  Church  Missionary  and  Bible  Societies.  During  the  last  twenty-two  years  of  his  life  he 
resided  mainly  at  Oaklands,  near  Clonmel,  Co.  Tipperary.  {Vide  “  The  Life  of  Colonel 
Pownoll  Phipps,”  by  the  Rev.  Pownoll  W.  Phipps,  1894). 

21  Writing  to  her  eldest  son,  Edward  Shippen,  in  January,  1804,  Mrs.  Arnold  comments 
on  the  all-round  progress  recently  made  by  Sophia  (then  eighteen  years  of  age)  in  Music, 
Drawing  and  Painting  and  says  “  she  reads  a  great  deal  and  turns  her  attention  greatly  to 
religious  subjects.  She  will  make  a  most  excellent  Wife,  to  any  man  who  is  so  fortunate  as 
to  get  her  ”  ;  but,  she  adds,  there  is  “  little  chance  of  her  marrying,  having  but  a  moderate 
share  of  beauty  and  no  money.”  Again,  a  little  later,  “  Sophia  is  beloved  by  all  who  know 
her  and  is  considered  as  an  uncommonly  excellent  girl.  .  .  I  trust  my  dear  sons  .  .  .  will  be  able 
to  assist  their  Sister,  should  my  death,  or  any  other  event,  render  their  aid  necessary.”  Nine 
years  later  she  was  living  in  India  with  this  same  eldest  brother  Edward — then  a  lieutenant 
in  the  6th  Bengal  Cavalry.  At  that  time  Edward  Arnold  was  on  very  friendly  terms  with 
another  young  officer  of  his  own  age,  Lieut.  Pownoll  Phipps  {vide  n.  20  supra),  and  both  young  men 
had  recently  developed  very  strong  religious  convictions.  Phipps  was  a  childless  widower  and  Sophia 
appears  to  have  fallen  violently  in  love  with  him.  On  April  17,  1813,  they  were  married.  The 
circumstances  were  remarkable  “  as  she  was  dangerously  ill  at  the  time  and  not  expected  to 
recover,”  but  she  wished  to  die  as  Phipps’  wife.  “  She,  however,  recovered  and  had  five  chil- 
ren  before  she  died,  fifteen  years  afterwards.”  The  marriage  proved  a  happy  one,  of  two 
congenial  souls  both  deeply  religious.  On  their  return  to  England,  in  1823,  they  finally  settled 
at  Mount  Pleasant,  Sunbury,  and  played  an  active  part  in  the  local  evangelical  circle  of 
which  the  Rector  of  Shepperton,  the  Rev.  Wm.  Russell,  was  the  leading  spirit.  Sophia’s 
health  had  been  failing  for  seme  time  and  she  died  of  consumption,  loth  June,  1828.  {Vide 
Mrs.  Arnold’s  letters  of  Jan  ii  and  17,  1804;  and  “The  Life  of  Colonel  Pownoll  Phipps,” 
p.  89,  et  seq.) 

22  Richard  Arnold  (1769-1847)  was  Benedict’s  second  son  by  his  first  wife,  Margaret 
Mansfield — Vide  Genealogical  Table  Appendix  IVa,  pp.  70-71. 
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THE  REGISTER  ENTRIES  OF  THE  BURIALS  OF  BENEDICT  AND  MARGARET  ARNOLD 

AT  ST.  MARY’S  BATTERSEA 
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who  was  then  resident  in  Canada ;  and  by  Richard’s  grand-daughter, 
Mrs.  Helen  S.  Chadwick, contents  were  recently  communicated  to 
Mrs.  P.  A.  F.  Stephenson,  wife  of  the  late  Major-General  T.  E. 
Stephenson,  C.B.,  who  was  the  grandson  of  William  Fitch  Arnold — 
Benedict’s  youngest  son.^*  It  runs  as  follows— 

“My  beloved  wife  and  your  sister  departed  to  glory  on  June  loth, 
having  been  privileged  to  enjoy  a  full  assurance  of  Hope  and 
Faith  ...  I  wiU  send  you  a  copy  of  a  sermon®®  preached  on  the 
Sunday  after  my  wife’s  funeral.  Her  earthly  remains  are  de¬ 
posited  with  those  of  her  Father  and  Mother  in  a  vault  in 
^Battersea  Church.” 

The  Registers  at  Battersea  were  at  once  examined  and  they  were 
found  to  contain  the  following  conclusive  evidence- — 

“  i8oi 

June  14.  Bendick  Arnold  59 
“  1804 

Aug.  25.  Margaret  Arnold  in  vaults  {sic) 

Aged  40 

“  1828 

June  17  Sophia  Matilda  Phipps,  Sunbury,  Middlesex,  43 

(ceremony  performed  by)  Wm.  Russell,  Rector  of 
Shepperton.” 

Viie  Appendix  IVa,  pp.  70-71. 

“  Ibid. 

This  sermon  was  preached,  at  Shepperton  Church,  by  the  Rector,  the  Rev.  Wm. 
Russell,  who  also  conducted  the  funeral  service  at  Battersea  {vide  infra).  The  sermon  was 
printed  and  copies  are  still  in  existence. 

The  entry  is  in  the  cramped  hand  of  Ezekiel  Penington,  the  Parish  Clerk.  Mis¬ 
spellings  of  Christian  names  in  his  entries  are  not  infrequent.  Arnold’s  age  is  given  as  59. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  he  was  born  14  January  1740-41  and  so  was  turned  60.  It  will  also 
be  noticed  that  June  14,  the  date  of  the  entry,  was  actually  the  date  of  death.  According 
to  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  the  funeral  really  took  place  on  June  21. 

This  entry  is  in  the  same  hand  as  the  last,  the  page  in  which  it  occurs  being  signed 
by  the  Vicar  “  J.  Gardnor.”  The  volume  closes  with  the  Entries  for  1805  ;  but  in  its 
successor,  which  runs  from  1804  to  1812,  the  Entries  for  1804-5  are  duplicated  and  we  have 
thus  a  second  entry  for  the  burial  of  Margaret  Arnold  as  follows  ; — 

“  Margaret  {sic)  Arnold  aged  40  years  of  the  Parish 
of  Blumsbury  was  buried  25  of  August  1804 

Registered  by  me  E.  Penington.”  The  page  is  signed  at  the  foot  by  J.  Gardnor.  It 
should  be  noted  that  Margaret  Arnold’s  actual  age  was  44  (she  was  born  ii  June  1760).  The 
newspaper  notice  says  “  in  her  44th  year  ”  ;  but  the  coffin-plate  inscription  gives  the  correct 
age,  see  p.  48. 
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It  seems  probable  that  the  unfortunate  reference  to  Brompton  in 
the  GentlemarC  s  Magazine,  is  due  to  nothing  more  than  a  careless 
blunder,  either  in  reporting  or  in  printing.  There  is  no  valid  reason 
for  inferring  a  desire  to  conceal  the  real  place  of  sepulture ;  and,  it 
may  perhaps  be  noted,  that  a  funeral  cavalcade  setting  out  from 
Gloucester  Place  would  take  the  same  direction  whether  its  destination 
was  Brompton  or  whether  it  was  Battersea. 

But  why,  it  may  be  asked,  was  Arnold  buried  at  Battersea,  of  all 
places  in  the  world  ?  His  name  does  not  appear  in  the  Battersea  Rate¬ 
books  of  the  period  and  although,  curiously  enough,  the  arms  of  Sir 
John  Fleet,  Lord  Mayor  of  London  {ob.  1712),  are  impaled  with  those 
of  his  second  wife,  Elizabeth  Arnold,^®  on  the  handsome  Fleet  monument 
now  in  the  north  gallery  of  the  church,  it  has  proved  quite  impossible, 
after  very  careful  investigation,  to  trace  any  family  connection  between 
this  lady  and  the  General.  Nevertheless,  an  answer  to  our  question, 
“  Why  Battersea  ?  ”  is  now  forthcoming,  and  it  provides  an  explanation 
that  is  at  once  simple,  natural  and  satisfying. 

It  will  be  remembered  that,  up  to  a  fortnight  before  Arnold’s  death, 
he  had  been  staying  with  his  wife  at  Gallywood,  Essex,  where  Mrs. 
Arnold  says  they  were  the  guests  of  “  our  dear  Miss  Fitches  ”  ;  and  that 
she  returned  to  this  haven  in  the  country  after  the  funeral.  Six  weeks 
later  she  is  back  at  Gloucester  Place  and  remarks  that  “  the  Fitches  (our 
firm  friends)  are  in  town  looking  for  a  fixed  country  residence.”  By 
November  1802,  she  had  moved  to  her  last  home — “  a  very  small  house 
in  Bryanston  Street  ”2® — and,  writing  thence  to  her  beloved  son  Edward, 
17  Jan.  1804,  she  chats  “  of  our  late  Gloucester  Place  neighbours — The 
Fitches  have  at  last  settled  in  Hampshire,  where  they  have  got  a  very 
good  house,  in  an  expensive  neighbourhood  and  very  little  society.  They 
have  been  there  but  a  few  months,  since  which  I  have  not  seen  them, 
but  I  greatly  fear  that  they  are  not  satisfied  with  their  choice.  Mrs. 
Vassall  lost  her  little  boy,  but  she  is  coming  to  town  in  a  few  weeks. 

The  arms  are  gules  a  chevron  ermine  between  three  pheons  or. 

“  I  am  nov/  living  in  a  very  small  house  in  Bryanstone  Street,”  vide  letter  dated 
Nov.  1802,  quoted  in  Isaac  Arnold’s  “  Life  of  Benedict  Arnold,”  p.  401. 
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with  the  hope  of  repairing  his  loss.  The  family  of  the  V assails  are 
sadly  scattered ;  Margaret  and  Ann  at  a  little  lodging  at  Clapham  ; 
Charlotte  in  a  similar  one  at  Richmond ;  Nat  at  Kew  and  Miss  Vassall 
in  Herefordshire.  I  believe  I  told  you,  as  a  secret,  that  Margaret  and 
Warren  were  soon  to  be  united  ;  I  do  not  understand  why  it  is  delayed 
and  have  some  doubts  of  its  ever  taking  place.-~Mrs.  Middleton  is  still 
near  Windsor— She  still  makes  professions  of  regard  for  me  but  I  believe 
there  was  more  reality  when  I  had  more  the  power  of  contributing  to 
her  comforts  and  convenience.” 

Other  members  of  the  Arnolds’  intimate  circle  of  West-end  acquain¬ 
tances,  are  also  mentioned  in  this  correspondence  ;  but,  the  three  names 
just  indicated — -Fitch,  Vassall  and  Middleton- — all  of  them  occur  in 
Battersea  Church,  where  may  be  seen  mural  tablets  to  Samuel  Fitch  (ob. 
1799)  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  (ob.  1800);  to  William  Vassall  (ob.  1800), 
his  wife  Margaret  (ob.  1794),  his  infant  grandson  and  his  daughter 
Margaret ;  and  to  Nathaniel  Middleton,  (ob.  1 807)  and  his  wife  Anne 
Francis  (ob.  1823), 

The  inscriptions  are  as  follows 

1.  In  the  Vault  beneath  lye  the  Bodies  of 

Samuel  Fitch,  Esqh 

who  died  Octr  4th,  1799,  Aged  75  years 
and  Elizabeth  Fitch  his  Wife 
who  died  Febry  15th,  1800,  Aged  77  years. 

2.  SACRED  TO  THE  MEMORY 

OF 

WILLIAM  VASSALL,  ESQ^  WHO  DIED  ON  THE  8tH  OF  MAY  l800 
IN  THE  8§TH  year  OF  HIS  AGE,  AND  WAS  BURIED  IN  A  VAULT  IN  THIS  CHURCH 

AND  OF 

MARGARET  WIFE  OF  THE  SAID  WILLIAM  VASSALL 
WHO  DIED  ON  THE  6tH  OF  FEBRUARY  1 794 
ALSO  OF 

MRS.  ANN  HUBBARD  SISTER  OF  THE  SAID  MARGARET  VASSALL 
WHO  DIED  ON  THE  I3TH  OF  DECEMBER  1 785 
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AND  OF 

LEONARD  SAMUEL  THE  INFANT  GRANDSON  OF  THE  ABOVE  NAMED 

WM.  AND  MARGARET  VASSALL 
AND  OF 

MARGARET  VASSALL  DAUGHTER  OF  THE  ABOVE  WILLIAM  AND  MARGARET  VASSALL 
WHO  DIED  ON  THE  IJTH  OF  DECEMBER  1819 
THIS  MONUMENT  TO  HER  BELOVED  AND  AFFECTIONATE  PARENTS  IS  ERECTED 
AGREEABLY  TO  THE  DIRECTIONS  CONTAINED  IN  THE  WILL  OF  THE  SAID 

MARGARET  VASSALL. 

3.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  Nathaniel  Middleton,  Esq" 

•  who  terminated  his  earthly  career  on  the  7th  of  November,  1807, 

in  the  S7th  Year  of  his  Age. 

In  the  Vault  near  this  Spot  are  deposited  the  Ashes  of 
Sophia  and  Augusta,  Daughters  of  the  above  Nathl.  Middleton 
the  former  of  whom  departed  this  Life  in  1790, 
at  the  Age  of  4  years  and  3  months 

and  the  latter,  on  the  30th  April  1802,  in  the  17th  Year  of  her  Age. 
Also  in  the  same  Vault  are  deposited  the  Remains  of 
Anne  Francis  Middleton  Relict  of  the  Above  Nathaniel  Middleton  Esq" 
who  departed  tliis  Life  on  the  3rd  of  November  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1823 

Aged  65  Years. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  article,  the  above  inscriptions  are  given  in 
order  of  their  importance ;  hence,  those  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Fitch 
are  placed  first. 

Samuel  Fitch,  ob.  1799,  like  the  Arnolds,  was  not  a  Battersea 
resident,  and,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  his  address  was  Devonshire 
Street,  Cavendish  Square,  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Mary-le-bone.  He  left 
no  will ;  but,  in  March,  1800,  Letters  of  Administration^®  of  the  estates 
of  Samuel  fiitch  Esq",  late  of  Devonshire  Street,  and  “  lawful  Father  of 
William  Fitch,  late  Colonel  of  His  Majesty’s  83rd  Regiment  of  Foot  at 

Letters  of  Administration  (P.C.C.)  of  the  Estates  of  William  and  Samuel  Fitch,  dated 
January  1797  and  March  1 800. 
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Jamaica,  Bachelor”  and,  also,  of  the  said  Col.  Wm.  Fitch  (ob.  1795), 

were  granted  to  “  Ann  and  Sarah  Fitch,  spinsters,  daughters  of  the 
said  Samuel  Fitch,  Esq'',  the  only  next  of  kin  the  father’s  estate 
being  valued  at  under  ^5,000,  the  only  brother’s  at  £2^000. 

As  already  noted,  Benedict  Arnold’s  last  short  holiday  was  spent 
at  the  country  residence  of  their  “  dear  Miss  Fitches,”  at  Gallywood 
(near  Chelmsford),  in  May  1801,  and  Mrs.  Arnold  had  returned  to  them 
after  her  husband’s  funeral.  That  they  were  very  close  friends,  not 
only  of  Mrs.  Arnold,  but  also  of  the  General,  comes  out  very  clearly 
from  a  perusal  of  the  Arnold  Wills.  After  naming  his  beloved  wife  as 
his  sole  “  executrix,”  Benedict  Arnold  appoints  Miss  Ann  Fitch  and  Miss 
Sarah  Fitch,  of  Devonshire  Street,  as  joint  trustees  of  his  estate.®^ 
Margaret  Arnold’s  Will— dated  Jan.  1804^ — is  still  more  illuminating. 

She  tells  us  that  Colonel  WiUiam  Fitch^®  had  bequeathed  ,^500  to  her 
youngest  son,  William  Fitch  Arnold®^  (b.  1794) — who  was  thus,  probably, 
his  godson.  The  Colonel  had  died  intestate  ;  but  his  sisters  had  respected 
his  wishes  and,  for  this  sum,  duly  invested  in  three  per  cent.  Consols, 
Ann  Fitch  had  acted  as  joint  trustee  with  Mrs.  Arnold.  Ann  Fitch  is  also 
named  as  first  executor  in  the  Will ;  but  of  Sarah  it  makes  no  further 

P.C.C.  Abercrombie,  f.439  {Fide  p.  78). 

P.C.C.  Heseltine,  f.590  {Fide  p.  80). 

Fide  n.  46,  p.  36. 

William  Fitch  Arnold,  Benedict’s  youngest  child,  was  born  the  25th  June,  1794,  in 
which  year  it  is  certain  that  Colonel  Fitch  was  in  London  {vide  n.  46,  p.  36).  Writing 

to  Edward  in  Sept.  1800,  the  General  mentions  the  child’s  first  letter  “  done  without  any 

assistance,”  and  adds  “  the  Dear  little  Fellow  is  coming  on  very  well.”  Again,  in  Jan.  1804, 
Mrs.  Arnold  writes  “  little  William  gives  a  fair  prospect  of  turning  out  well.”  In  due  course, 
he  obtained  a  Commission  in  the  19th  Light  Dragoons  and,  writing  to  him  in  Canada  (Dec. 
1814)  of  her  marriage,  his  sister  Sophia  says  “  I  still  consider  you  my  eldest  child.  .  .  .  On  your 
coming  of  age,  you  will  have  a  little  property,  that,  in  addition  to  your  pay,  would  make 
you  very  comfortable.  .  .  I  hope,  my  dear  William,  you  will  never  be  tempted  to  enter  into 
anything  like  speculation ;  ”  again,  “  a  soldier  may  be  as  pious  and  excellent  in  every  way 
as  any  other  man,  as  I  hope  my  darling  William  will  prove.  .  .  You  must  consider  my  Pownoll 
as  a  new  brother.”  Further  correspondence  shows  that  the  brothers-in-law  remained  on 
affectionate  terms  long  after  William’s  retirement,  with  the  rank  of  Captain,  to  Little  hlis- 
senden,  Bucks,  where  he  died  in  Nov.  1846  leaving  two  sons  and  four  daughters.  {Fide 
General  and  Mrs.  Arnold’s  letters,  pp.  36  and  66,  and  “  The  Life  of  Colonel  Pownoll 
Phipps,”  p.  94  et  seq.) 
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mention,  probably  because,  on  29th  October  1801,®®  at  St.  Mary-le-bone 
Church,  she  had  married  Leonard  Vassall  of  Kew.  Two  years  later  they 
settled  in  Hampshire,  Ann  apparently  accompanying  them  to  their  new  home ; 
but,  although  “  they  have  got  a  very  good  house,  in  an  expensive 
neighbourhood  and  very  little  society,”  Mrs.  Arnold  greatly  fears  that 
“  they  are  not  quite  satisfied  with  their  choice.”®* 

Who  was  Samuel  Fitch  and  what  is  the  explanation  of  the  Arnold’s 
friendship  with  his  family  ?  The  close  connection  with  the  Essex  family 
of  Vassall  just  noted,  and  to  which  further  reference  will  be  made  later, 
together  with  the  temporary  sojourn  of  the  Miss  Fitches  at  Gallywood, 
suggested  search  for  him  among  the  Fitches  of  Essex,  of  whom  there 
were  several  branches  scattered  through  a  wide  area  of  the  county  lying 
around  Chelmsford  as  a  centre— at  Danbury  and  Woodham  Walter ;  at 
Blackmore,  Little  Waltham  and  Dunmow ;  at  Felstead  and  at  Bocking. 
But  the  family  in  those  days  was  a  very  prolific  one,  the  Christian  names 
Samuel  and  William  very  frequently  recur  and,  although  this  surmise  as 
to  his  family’s  origin  has  ultimately  proved  correct,  considerable  pre¬ 
liminary  research  in  the  Parochial  Registers  of  the  district  and  the 
available  pedigrees  of  the  family  brought  no  satisfactory  result. 

It  will  be  found  on  referring  to  the  Battersea  inscriptions  (page  32) 
that  Sarah  Fitch’s  sister-in-law,  Margaret  Vassall,®’  is  buried  and  com¬ 
memorated  with  tier  parents  there  ;  but  the  Battersea  Register  of  Burial 
gives  her  as  “  of  Old  Sodbury,  Gloucestershire,”  near  Bristol.  Enquiry 
at  this  place  revealed  a  stained  glass  window  in  the  North  side  of  the 
Chancel,  beneath  which  is  a  brass-plate  containing  quite  a  number  of 
the  names  mentioned  in  Mrs.  Arnold’s  letter.  The  inscription  is  as 
follows  ; — 

“  In  memory  of  Leonard  Vassall  of  Brook  House  in  this  Parish 

®®  St.  Mary-!e-bone  Register  of  Marriages,  i8oi  29th  Oct., — “  Leonard  Vassall  of  Kew, 
Surrey,  bach''— -and  Sarah  Fitch  spinster.”  Licence  by  Benjamin  Lawrence.  Witnesses  Ann 
Fitch  and  Elenor  Carlon. 

®®  Vide  Appendix  III,  p.  67.  Ann  Fitch  is  described  as  “of  the  County  of  Hampshire” 
in  Mrs.  Arnold’s  Will  {vide  p.  81). 

®’  Margaret  Vassall  thus  died  unmarried  and  it  is  interesting  to  compare  Mrs.  Arnold’s 
last  letter — •“  Margaret  and  Warren  were  soon  to  be  united  ;  I  do  not  understand  why  it  is 
delayed  and  have  some  doubts  of  its  ever  taking  place  ”  (vide  p.  67). 


-:jL 


-  1 


snod-af-zuM  .j2  ja  'SioSi  y^6ojoO  ao  ,wui»(i  ^Widow  \noija5«r"*^*^ 
Xa£f5  iMt;  owT  K^X  k.  [I6««V  bTnuoaJ  I>5hi*m  bcH 

;  ftmoii  mna  thdi  oi  muds  s^hntfjmoexn  y!in«fi<jq*  noA  ^oiuftqmsH  nl  b5ljT9t  ' 

OB  ni  ,96flod  £■  jog  9v»rf  ,nrrf 

bloniA  :eTM  ^\^y,ho,  olwH  ;,  ..r!,x;odi^ 

^  '  ^  *** -soioifo  liarfj  ffjiw  f>9f)3i}4»  siiop  joa  3i*  yadj** 

h  noimid<}x»  siij  «  iwiw  bflfi  jbjil  i3irin,2  odWci 
yitmfi)  2:^33  9xb  dim  nwo^aao^  sifT  ^  ytimrf  «ii{  rbiw  'quiabaaiAi  M 
.TMfcl  obirn  3d  Uiw  3Dfl9wfet  diidw  oJ  baa  .baton  m/i  fu«t7  hf  "  * 

.boovrylkO  jfi  eoxioji'd  e^iM  ddj  io  tnuolot  yi*7oiji^  a/b  dinr  T3dj»o»,  — i 
oioHj  modw  io  .xaeeH  !o  eadajil  ad,  ^aome  feid"  ?oV  bajwMBti^d 

gnr/I  XtnttOD  ad,  lo  aatu  abiw  e  dgiroid,  batatjaae  aaHaaaid  Insraa  aiaw 

madbooW  b/ic  x^‘'<^a*C[  n—aitoaa'^B  8«  WbcnbdD .  baooui  -.Ji 
.gfiiJaoa  ,B  bfli  bi»,da3  jb  {  V'oornoa  bn*  nrKdtkW  abtU  ,  ^wnubaOt  >?  d#  ’ 
tomui  a«,8h^  ad,  ^no  omforq  rtav  a,  wr#  iix*b.  asodi  fix  yUifiBl  adi  ,08  .  -v.^r'i 
ea  a8zrai08  sldj  /f^uoritk  ,bnB  mjsi  ^baoupaji  yiay  mailliW  baa  laumaai  .  p 
-9iq  aidEwbiaxioa  .n.aiw)3  barotq  8«d  aigho  *Wnm4:  iiif  oS  ,  A 

arij  baa  iDfTJcib  adj  io  Iduf^ia^  ad,  al  xbuitei  x^aai«a  1  . -At 

xiotati^itc*  on  jdgocnd  yUmti  ad,  ip  •wigibaq  aldalm 

(££  »8®q)  wiooqha^ni  sawaJJaa  ad,  o,  gnmbi  no  bauol  ad  HJw  ,I 
-xnoD  baa  bsiiad  &I  «di««*V  twagieM  .rw-al.iiiMaJaia  i'daiit  dsia3  udi 

ad,  ,ad  ;  aiad,  vnaiaq  lod  djiw  haSinomam 
XtwpnX  io,m8  laan  **,?-iidn3,««>ifoID  ,vTirdt-,2  WO  io  **  ea  tad  tavii? 
ad,  lo  abK’  dnoVl  ad,  ni  v^obnm  c.  balsavai  aosh  eid,  ,i 

io  Waion  *  atwp  gniatsjooa  atalq-md  a  m  ihidw  dJtaaad  .baatiD. 
u  w  ooiiqitomi  adT-^,»„aI  x'bloaiA  ni  bacobaam  eamw  adt  7 

*'■''■-  m,m» 

d«i»3  tid,  ai  a«,aH  i{oo,8  lo  Ift«wV  biaaoU  lo  xiomam  al“ 

'Zf  bT.«»:Kl  »‘-..r.O  iti^t  io«i  .MamJy!  1.  ■  0?! 

flA  «9»««a»A7  .^jowiiJ  aimtioig  fd  »:rt*?U  /brtl  jH*a  boi-’dW 

M  -j  It  JioluO  lottstj  bat  djjpt 

«ui^<«ti  lo  ,.«<o  «m.-  „  i,^iw,i,ii  *,„T  ^  ^  J[,  ^ 

*  ui  twooiA  .flhi  id 

“  r«^i  ti  »i  kr.  4«m«iW0  WU.  UNtf  OamV 
^dw  bwmbDu  iM  Ob  I  ;  b«uu,  a«»  01  noo.  n-mW  hot  savtgiMU^^id  xtd 

^  »«jq  yuiM  t«vs  oi  io  tfduoL  »iaot  md  bmt  b>x«b4  ^ 


35 


1539305 


Esq”®®  who  died  19  November  1859,  aged  95  :  and  Sarah  (Fitch) 
his  Wife  died  20  May  1851,  aged  88  :  and  Anne  Vassall  bis 
Sister  died  20  December  1849,  aged  87  :  and  Anne  Fitch  sister 
of  his  Wife  died  29  July  1839,  aged  80 :  and  Laura  Ann 

Matilda  his  Daughter,  Wife  of  Robert  Ker  d’Esterre  (of 
Rossmanaher  in  the  County  of  Clare  Esq”)  died  19  October 
1834  aged  29,  whose  remains  rest  in  the  vault  beneath  this 
window.” 

It  will  be  observed  that  Ann  Fitch  was  the  elder  of  the  two  sisters, 
that  she  was  born  in  1759  and  died,  unmarried,  in  1839 ;  while  Sarah, 
who  was  the  younger,  was  born  in  1763  and  died  in  1851.  The  Census 
Returns®®  for  Old  Sodbury  taken  in  1851,  within  a  couple  of  months  of 
her  death,  give  her  as  “  Born  at  Boston,  Massachusetts,  British  Subject.” 

From  the  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register  it 

appears  that  Samuel  Fitch,  son  of  Joseph  Fitch  of  Lebanon  (Conn.)  and 
Ann  Whiting  of  Newhaven  (Conn.),  was  grandson  of  James  Fitch  of 
Bocking,  Essex,  who  had  settled  in  New  England  in  1638,  taken  orders, 
and  lived  at  Norwich  (Connecticut)  from  1660  to  1702  ;  that  he  was 
born  at  Lebanon  (Connecticut)  in  1724  and  educated  at  Yale  ;  and  that 
he  married  Elizabeth  Lloyd,  and  settled  down  to  legal  practice  as  a 
barrister  in  Boston.  Sabine^®  includes  him  among  the  American  loyalists 
who  left  Boston  for  Halifax  in  1776.  He  also  adds  that,  on  his  formal 
proscription  in  1778,  he  went  to  England,  but  that  he  was  abroad  again 

in  1783.  The  New  England  Register  supplements  this  with  the  erro¬ 

neous  information  that  he  died  in  London  in  1784  ;  while  Appleton^^  wrongly 
states  that  he  died  at  Halifax  in  1786.  The  fact  is  that  the  American 
chroniclers  have  lost  touch  with  his  movements  after  1776  and  it  has 
been  necessary  to  seek  elsewhere  for  the  full  facts  of  his  active  career 
and  of  his  later  life. 

®*  Leonard  Vassall  and  Sarah  Fitch  had  thus  left  their  Hampshire  home — Mrs.  Arnold 
had  feared  that  they  were  “  not  satisfied  with  their  choice.” 

®®  P.R.O.,  Census  Returns  for  1851. 

Lorenzo  Sabine,  “  The  American  Loyalists,”  pub.  Boston  1847. 

^  Appleton’s  “  Cyclopaedia  of  American  Biography,”  ed.  Wilson  and  Fiske,  1889  (New 
York). 
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The  unusual  note  in  the  Census  Returns,  that  Sarah  Fitch  was 
“  a  British  subject,”  although  born  in  Boston,  suggested  research 
for  further  information  among  the  interesting  series  of  Audit  Office 
Papers*^  to  which  reference  has  already  been  made  in  connection 
with  Arnold~viz.  the  Claims  made  to  the  Commissioners  appointed, 
under  the  Act  of  1783,  to  enquire  into  the  Losses  and  Services  of 
American  Loyalists,  and  the  Awards  finally  made  by  the  Commissioners. 
Such  claims  appear  to  have  been  considered  only  when  the  loyalist 
concerned  had  definitely  become  a  British  Subject. 

On  investigation  these  documents  were  found  to  include  an  interest¬ 
ing  bundle  of  Samuel  Fitch’s  correspondence  with  the  Commissioners— 
comprising  Lis  memorial  and  evidence  in  support  of  it,  together  with 
private  information,  some  of  it  anonymous,  supplied  to  the  Com¬ 
missioners  from  American  sources  not  always  favourable  to  him.*®  There 
is  also  (i)  a  letter  from  Benedict  Arnold,**  dated  1787,  stating  that  he 
was  “long  and  intimately  acquainted  ”  with  the  late  Colonel  Whiting  of 
Newhaven,  Conn,  and  his  family-— of  which  Samuel  Fitch’s  mother,  Anne 
Whiting*®  was  a  member ;  and  (ii)  a  deposition,  dated  i  Dec.  1788,  and 
signed  by  William  Fitch,*®  described  therein  as  “  William  Fitch,  Esq., 

*2  P.R.O.,  A.O.  12  and  13. 

*3,  P.R.O.,  A.O.if  and 

**  P.R.O.,  A.O.if. 

Fide  Genealogical  Table,  Appendix  IVb,  p.  73-76. 

48  William  Fitch  (1756-1795).  As  will  be  seen  from  the  next  paragraph,  William  Fitch 
had  willingly  undertaken  “  to  serve  as  a  Volunteer  when  the  attack  was  made  on  Bunker’s 
HiU.”  This  was  in  June  1775.  In  the  August  following,  he  obtained  a  Commission  as 
Ensign  in  the  65th  Regiment  with  which  he  came  to  Britain  the  next  year,  and  was  promoted 
Lieutenant  in  Nov.  1778.  After  a  short  period  on  foreign  service  in  the  Leewards  Islands 
(1780)  as  Captain  of  the  90th  Regt.,  he  was  home  again  in  1781.  On  the  signing  of  the 
Peace  of  Versailles,  his  Regiment  was  disbanded,  and  for  the  next  five  years  Fitch  probably 
lived  with  his  parents  and  sisters  as  a  half-pay  Captain.  It  was  in  1784,  during  this  period 
of  enforced  leisure  and  while  his  parents  were  residing  at  21,  Portman  Street,  that  the  por¬ 
trait,  now  in  possession  of  Lieut.  Col.  P.  R.  Phipps,  was  painted  by  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence — ■ 
then  a  youthful  prodigy  of  fifteen  years  of  age.  It  is,  perhaps,  significant  that,  in  the  same 
year,  Lawrence  also  executed  his  well-known  portrait  of  Mrs.  Arnold.  Both  the  pictures  are  repro¬ 
duced  in  the  present  volume.  That  of  William  Fitch  is  a  very  attractive  portrait  in  pastels,  repre¬ 
senting  him  as  a  fresh-coloured  and  blue-eyed  young  officer  in  scarlet  coatee,  white  vest  and  breeches. 
In  1847,  it  was  in  the  hands  of  his  sister  Sarah  (Mrs.  Leonard  Vassall),  then  84  years  of  age — the  last 
and  childless  survivor  of  her  family  circle,  her  elder  sister  Ann  having  died  some  time  pre¬ 
viously,  In  that  year  she  appears  to  have  given  it  to  their  old  friend  Colonel  Pownoll 
Phipps,  in  whose  family  it  still  remains.  Long  years  before,  he  had  married  Sophia  Matilda 
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WILLIAM  FITCH  (1756-95) 

FROM  THE  PORTRAIT  BY  SIR  THOMAS  LAWRENCE  IN  POSSESSION  OF  LT.-COL.  P.  R.  PHIPPS 
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Captain  in  His  Majesty’s  6ist  Regiment  ”  (then  stationed  in  Ireland),'  to 
the  effect  that  he  went  to  Norwich  (Connecticut)  in  October  1774,  to 
transact  business  on  Samuel’s  account. 

The  chief  facts  that  emerge  are  that,  after  long  practising  the  law 
at  Boston,  Samuel  Fitch  had  become  eminent  in  his  profession  and,  in 

1769,  had  been  appointed  His  Majesty’s  Advocate-General  in  the  Court  of 
Admiralty  for  the  provinces  of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  New  England  and 
also  Solicitor  to  the  Customs  Commission  in  Boston.  He  had  “  a  large  family 
to  support  and  lived  very  generously  and  hospitably  in  a  style  of  con¬ 
siderable  expence.  ...  He  viewed  with  concern  the  violence  which  took 
place  on  the  occasion  of  the  Stamp  Act  and  opposed  the  principles  of 

the  Colonists  and  their  opposition  to  the  British  Government  at  every 
stage  of  their  progress.”*’  In  addition  to  purchases  in  Vermont  and 
New  Hampshire,  he  had,  in  1773,  acquired  land  at  Norwich  (Connecticut)— 
Arnold’s  native  place* and  had  erected  a  distillery  there  at  a  cost  of 
^4,000.  The  business,  which  was  to  be  carried  on  by  his  brother 

Colonel  Eleazar  Fitch  and  other  relatives,  was  opened  in  1774  but, 
on  account  of  Fitch’s  loyalist  sympathies  at  that  time,  “  he  never  received 
a  shilling  from  it.”  It  was,  doubtless,  in  this  connection  that  his  son 

Arnold,  the  child  of  their  beloved  Margaret  Shippen.  He  was  also  the  Hfe-long  frknd  of  their  dear 
brother’s  godson  and  namesake,  William  Fitch  Arnold,  who  had  aied  in  1846  t  e  pret/ ions  year. 
William  Fitch’s  picture  thus  seems,  in  its  story,  to  link  up  in  an  extraordinary  fashion  the  many  inter¬ 
esting  evidences  of  the  affectionate  terms  of  intimacy  which  existed  between  the  various  members  o 
the  Fitch,  Arnold  and  Vassall  families.  In  1788,  Fitch  was  given  the  Captaincy  of  the  6ist_  loot 
Regt.  then  stationed  in  Ireland  (referred  to  in  the  Fitch  correspondence  with  the  Commissioners 
quoted  in  the  text)  and  there  he  remained  until  1794,  being  advanced  to  his  Majority  in  1791.  In 
170%  he  was  specially  appointed  to  raise  a  new  Regiment  in  Ireland,  the  §3^^^  oot  (now  ^  ^ 
Batt.  Royal  Ulster  Rifles),  to  the  command  of  which  he  was  gazetted  Lieut.  Colonel,  and, 
after  a  last  brief  trip  home  at  the  end  of  1794,  he  proceeded  with  this  regiment  to  Jamaica 
in  the  May  following.  On  12th  Sept.,  1795,  while  conducting  operations  against  the  halt- 
savage  Maroons  of  the  interior  of  the  island,  he  was  ambushed  and  killed  instantane^sly  by 
a  shot  through  the  head.  Fitch  “appears  to  have  been  a  fearless  and  gallant  officer  of 
marked  ability.”  There  is  no  record  of  his  burial.  (P.R.O.,  A.O.  f*-,  psTatJ  j 
tions  in  Old  Sodbury  Church ;  “  The  Story  of  William  Fitch  and  his  Portrait,  MS.  by 

Lieut.  Col.  P.  R.  Phipps). 

«  The  quotations  relative  to  Samuel  Fitch  in  this  and  the  succeeding  paragraphs, 
except  where  otherwise  stated,  are  from  the  Fitch  Bundle  A.O.:5|  in  the  P.R.O. 

Arnold  was  born  at  Norvidch,  Conn.,  14  January  1740-41.  In  December  ^774  s^ond 
company  Governor’s  Foot  Guards,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  was  formed,  and  in  March,  1775,  being 
given  permission  to  elect  and  choose  their  own  officers,  Benedict  Arnold  was  appointed  Captain. 
Fide  “  Colonial  Records  of  Connecticut  1775-6,”  Hoadley. 
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William  went  to  Norwich  in  that  year.  After  the  arrival  of  the  army 
in  Boston,  in  1768,  Fitch  had  served  other  loyalists  professionally— ‘‘  some¬ 
times  at  the  hazard  of  his  life ’’-and,  “in  face  of  the  popular  passion, 
exposing  himself  to  imminent  destruction,”  he  had  boldly  defended  an  inno¬ 
cent  Customs  Officer  who  was  indicted  for  murder.  “  When  the  attack  was 
made  on  Bunker’s  HiU  he  offered  his  only  son  who  wished  and  willingly 
undertook  to  serve  as  a  Volunteer.”  “He  himself  engaged  with  a 
number  of  other  gentlemen  associated  to  bear  arms  in  the  defence  of 

the  town  and  regularly  did  his  duty  with  them,  bearing  arms  during 
the  blockade.” 

This  was  all  very  well  until,  early  in  1776,  Howe  withdrew  his  British 
troops  from  Boston  and  retired  to  Halifax  preparatory  to  attacking  New  York. 
Fkch  who  was  prominent,  not  only  by  reason  of  his  official  relations 
with  His  Majesty’s  Government  but,  also,  as  a  Sergeant  of  the 

Associated  Loyalists  and  a  member  of  Loyalist  Clubs,  was  now 

compelled,  as  he  says,  “  at  a  very  short  warning  to  embark 
m  a  very  rigorous  season  (March)  and  quit  his  native  country, 
stnpt  of  ffis  Fortune  and  Income  with  a  family  bred  up  in  Ease  and 
Affluence”  to  look  to  him  for  a  support  he  could  no  longer  supply. 

He  will  ever  ^  remember  with  bitterness,”  he  adds,  “  the  loss  he  sus¬ 

tained  as^  the  immediate  consequences  of  the  hardships  to  which  they 
were  subject.”  The  reference  may  possibly  be  to  the  death  of  one  or 
more  daughters  as,^  out  of  the  large  family  he  mentions,  Ann,  Sarah  and 

s  only  son  William  are  the  sole  members  of  whom  there  is  any 
later  record. 

Fitch  arrived  in  London,  probably  by  way  of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia, 
at  the  end  of  the  year  1777.  He  at  once  petitioned  the  Government— 
a  eging  that  all  he  was  able  to  bring  away  with  him  was  the  sum  of 
41,500  cash.  In  consideration  of  the  circumstances  he  appears  immedi- 
atey  to  have  been  awarded  an  allowance  of  ^150  per  annum,  ante-dated 
to  the  begmning  of  the  year,  with  an  additional  sum  of  450  for  1776— 
a  result  with  which  he  was  intensely  dissatisfied.  In  April  1779,  with 
twenty-eight  others,  he  was  proscribed  by  the  Government  of  his  native 
country  and,  “without  form  of  a  trial,  outlawed,  deprived  of  all  rights— 
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to  be  considered  as  an  alien  and  divested  of  all  property.”  Small 
wonder  that,  in  the  July  following,  he  was  one  of  thirty-one  signatories 
of  the  Loyalist  Petition  to  the  King.  In  1782  he  was  still  in  England  ; 
but  there  is  no  evidence  in  contravention  of  the  statement  made  by 
some  American  authorities  that  he  was  abroad  in  1783,  and  that  he 
even  again  visited  Halifax  as  late  as  1786 — indeed  the  Commissioners 
received  an  anonymous  communication  to  the  effect  that  the  furniture 
he  brought  “  with  him  to  Europe  he  sold  in  Halifax.  His  Library  of 
books  are  all  now  in  his  own  possession.” 

From  1784  to  1795,  Fitch  resided  at  21,  Portman  Street  (a  thorough¬ 
fare  continuous  with  Gloucester  Place  where  we  find  the  Arnolds  a  few 
years  later)  ;  and  an  American  friend,  writing  in  1784,  suggests  that  he 

is  getting  stout  in  England  on  “  steaks  and  porter  ” - “  the  monstrous 

fat  Yankee  lately  arrived  from  America— best  respects,”  he  concludes 
“  to  your  wife  and  family.” 

In  March,  1784,  Fitch  sent  his  formal  memorial  to  the  newly 
appointed  Commissioners  under  the  Act  of  the  previous  year.  He 
claims  income  lost  during  the  past  eight  years  at  ^14,000,  and  property 
as  worth  between  ^25,000  and  £30,000.  The  Commissioners  in  due 
course  consider  this  statement ;  they  also  bear  in  mind  that  he  lost 
property  in  Granada  by  the  capture  of  that  Island,  that  his  son  is  a 
Captain  in  His  Majesty’s  Army,  that  “  he  executed  his  office,  which  was 
an  unpopular  one,  with  great  firmness  and  adherence  to  the  interest  of 
Great  Britain  ”  ;  and  “  in  consequence  of  the  character  given  to  him  by 
Lieutenant  Governor  Oliver*®  and  others  ”  they  “  think  this  gent,  very 
well  merits  the  small  addition  of  £20  per  annum  to  his  personal 
allowance  which  will  make  his  income  £200  per  annum  ”  ! 

Continued  residence  in  Portman  Street,  with  a  wife  and  two  un¬ 
married  daughters  to  maintain,  must  have  indeed  proved  a  well-nigh 

*®  Lieiatenant  Governor  Oliver.  Thos.  Oliver,  L  Dorchester,  Mass.,  1734,  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  da.  of  Col.  John  Vassall,  William’s  eldest  brother,  1760.  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  1774-6.  On  evacuation  of  Boston  he  accompanied  the  British  forces  and  soon  after 
took  passage  from  Halifax  to  England.  Proscribed  1778.  o/>.  at  Bristol  1815. 

60  P.R.O.,  A.O  •rnk/T'5'c-  The  allowance  thus  appears  to  have  been  already  raised 
between  1778  and  1783 — from  £160  to  ;^i8o  p.a. 
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impossible  proposition  on  an  income  of  which  only  £2,00  ’was  certain, 
and  poor  Fitch  must  have  been  bitterly  disappointed  with  this  latest 
official  decision.  In  1787)  we  find  him  again  cornplaining,  to  one  of 
the  several  later  Commissions,  of  the  inadequacy  of  such  an  allowance 
“  to  the  necessary  expences  of  his  family  upon  the  most  economical  and 
even  parsimonious  plan  ”  in  the  case  of  one  whose  loyalty  to  the 
Government  had  lost  him  property,  apart  from  his  professional  income, 
of  the  value  of  £26,000.  In  1788,  he  finds  difficulty  in  writing  as  he 
is  afflicted  with  gout  in  his  right  hand.  Still  more  is  he  troubled  by 
the  pressure  of  his  creditors  and  by  the  state  of  distress  and  penury 
into  which  he  is  falling  which  may  result,  unless  relief  speedily  comes, 
in  him  ending  his  days  in  gaol;  and,  in  August,  1789,  he  is,  as  a  last 
resource,  contemplating  the  disposal  of  his  still  hoped-for  further  Certi¬ 
ficate  of  Compensation  in  favour  of  part  of  his  creditors. 

Happily,  however,  the  worst  of  Samuel  Fitch’s  troubles  were  now 
nearly  at  an  end ;  and  it  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  record  that,  on  25 
March  1790,  his  claim — then  standing  at  ^^19,928  for  loss  of  property 
(towards  which  he  had  already  received  ;^i,50o) — was  finally  settled  under 
the  latest  Act  of  Parliament  (1788)  by  a  lump  sum  of  £5,000,  together 
with  £550  a  year  in  lieu  of  income — which  he  had  placed  at  ,^1,000 — 
and  a  Government  Pension,  in  addition,  of  £260  per  annum.®^ 

After  so  perilous  a  passage  Fitch  must  have  found  a  port  particularly 
pleasant.  He  was  hospitably  inclined,  “perpetually  involved  in  a  Cloud  of 
Tobacco  Smoak  ”  and,  for  the  next  six  years,  such  information  as  is  avail¬ 
able  points  to  a  happy  and  sociable  home  circle.  Concerning  Mrs.  Fitch 
but  few  facts  emerge.  She  was  Elizabeth  Lloyd^^  (born  1723),  and  her  sym¬ 
pathies  are  indicated  by  the  fact  that  her  brothers,  Henry  Lloyd  (ob.  1795-6) 
and  Dr.  James  Lloyd  (1728-1810),  were  both  of  them  prominent  loyalists  who 
had  suffered  for  the  cause.  James  (a  Boston  physician),  in  particular,  was 
“  most  forward  and  open  and  determined  in  his  opposition  to  a  degree  of  im- 
prudence.”53  At  the  period  under  consideration  the  Arnolds,  who  had  finally 
settled  in  London  in  1791,  were  living  hard  by  and  the  earlier  acquaintance 

P.R.O.,  and  certificate  215. 

“  New  England  Genealogical  and  Historical  Register,  Vol.  XV.  pp.  1 17-122. 

Several  references  to  James  Lloyd  occur  in  P.R.O.,  A.O.,  if. 
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between  the  two  families,  probably  originating  in  Benedict  Arnold’s  pre-war 
intimacy  with  Samuel  Fitch’s  uncle,  Colonel  Nathan  Whiting  of  Newhaven, 
and  his  family,  and  renewed  soon  after  the  General  first  came  to  London — 
when  they  had  the  common  interest  of  claims  against  the  British  Government — 
now  ripened  into  a  firm  friendship,  with  feelings  of  deep  regard  between  the 
members  on  both  sides.  Miss  Fitch  was  but  a  year  older  than  Margaret  Arnold, 
Miss  Sarah  but  a  year  or  so  her  junior  ;  and  their  similar  and  hard  experiences 
of  exile  from  their  native  country  no  doubt  speedily  served  to  bring  these  three 
cultured  and  well-bred  young  gentlewomen  very  close  together.  Mrs. 
Arnold’s  youngest  son,  born  in  1794,  is  named  after  her  friend’s  well¬ 
loved  and  only  brother  William — recently  advanced  to  the  rank  of 
Colonel  of  the  83rd  Regiment  of  Foot  and  so,  a  bachelor,  well  able  to 
deal  handsomely  by  his  young  godson — while  the  General’s  estimate  of 
the  integrity  and  business  capacity  of  Samuel’s  two  daughters  is  manifest 
in  his  naming  them  as  joint  trustees  of  his  estate.  On  the  25th  March, 
1795,  the  Fitches  moved  into  a  new  house,  33,  Devonshire  Street,  Caven¬ 
dish  Square  (rented  at  ^74  p.a.).  Here  both  the  parents  passed  away— 
Samuel  Fitch  on  the  4th  of  October,  1799,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  on  the  15th 
February,  1800.  The  sisters  remained  for  a  further  year  settling  up  their  affairs, 
but  they  must  have  been  glad  to  remove  from  a  house  associated  with  the  news 
of  the  tragic  death  of  their  loved  brother  and  the  loss  of  both  their  parents. 

Among  the  mutual  friends  of  the  Fitches  and  the  Arnolds  at  this 
time  the  most  conspicuous  were  the  Vassalls,  and  it  is  quite  possible 
that  the  marriage  of  Sarah  Fitch  and  Leonard  Vassall,  in  October  1801, 
was  the  ultimate  outcome  of  a  boy  and  girl  friendship  formed  many 
years  before  in  Boston.  William  Vassall,  the  father  (1715-1800),  was,  like 
Samuel  Fitch,  of  Essex  origin  ;  and  his  great-grandfather,  Samuel  Vassall, 
had  been  an  original  patentee  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  in  1628,  a 
member  of  Parliament,  an  Alderman  of  London  and  a  staunch  parlia¬ 
mentarian.  From  his  grandfather,  John  Vassall,  William  had  inherited 
a  considerable  estate,  consisting  of  sugar  plantations,  at  Hanover  in 
Jamaica.®*  He  himself  had  graduated  at  Harvard,®®  in  1733,  and  for 

®*  The  main  facts  about  Vassall  and  lus  family  are  taken  from  the  New  England  Register 
(Vol.  XVII,  pp.  56 — 61  and  113 — 128). 

®®  L.  Sabine,  “  The  American  Loyalists,”  pub.  1847  (Boston). 
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many  years  had  made  Boston  his  headquarters,  acquiring  considerable 
property  there.  When  the  War  of  Independence  broke  out,  he  was 
High  Sheriff  of  Middlesex  (Mass.),  but  being  an  “  excessively  garrulous  ” 
person  and  an  avowed  loyalist,  he  was  early  singled  out  as  an  enemy  of 
the  popular  Cause.  In  1778,  he  was  compelled  to  flee  to  England,  his 
second  wife  Margaret  Hubbard,  their  children  and  his  wife’s  sister,  Ann, 
accompanying  them.  There  is  evidence  that  the  Vassalls  had  known  Mrs. 
Fitch’s  people  in  Boston,  for  the  family  portraits  had  been  left  there  in 
charge  of  her  brother.  Dr.  James  Lloyd.  It  is  certain  that  the  two  families 
were  on  terms  of  intimacy  soon  after  the  Vassalls’  arrival  in  London  and,  in 
1782,  Samuel,  Ann  and  Sarah  Fitch  witnessed  Ann  Hubbard’s  will  of  which 
Dr.  Lloyd  was  an  executor.®* 

William  Vassall  appears  to  have  been  a  shrewder  or,  at  the  least, 
a  more  fortunate  man  than  Samuel  Fitch.  Not  only  was  he  rendered 
financially  independent  by  the  large  income  derived  from  his  plantation 
in  Jamaica,  but  he  also  contrived  to  dispose  of  the  greater  part  of  his 
Boston  estates  by  proxy.®’  By  1782,  he  had  settled  at  Battersea  Rise®*=- 
in  a  house  facing  Clapham  Common.  It  is  indicated  on  C.  Smith’s 
“Perambulation  (Map)  of  Clapham  Common,”  1800,  as  “Miss  Vassall’s,” 
and  as  standing  “  at  the  turn  of  the  West  Side  where  it  joins  Battersea 
Rise.”  The  late  Mr.  T.  Parsons  (ob.  1926)  describes  it  as  “  a  good  size 
viUa  in  pleasant  secluded  grounds.”  It  was  known  in  later  years  as 
“  Maisonette,”  and  among  its  occupants  was  Sir  James  Mackintosh.  Im¬ 
mediately  adjoining  Maisonette  was  Battersea  Rise  House  where,  from 
1792  to  1797,  Vassall  had  as  neighbours  the  bachelor  friends  Henry  Thorn¬ 
ton  and  William  Wilberforce  who,  during  that  period,  occupied  the  adjoining 
estate  and  mansion,  sharing  expenses.  In  this  connection  it  is  of  interest  to 
note  that  Vassall’s  WiU®®  directs  that  the  slaves  on  his  Green  River  Plantation  in 
Jamaica  shall  be  treated  “  in  the  kindest  and  most  humane  manner  and  that 
they  have  everything  that  is  necessary  for  their  comfort  and  well-being  both 

««  P.C.C.,  Norfolk,  f.285. 

®’  In  1787,  through  the  good  offices  of  Fitch’s  brother-in-law,  Dr.  James  Lloyd,  he  was 
able  to  realize  ,^4,000  on  some  of  his  Boston  property  {vide  New  England  Register,  vol.  XVII). 

*®  Vide  Battersea  Rate  Books,  1798  et  ante. 

®®  P.C.C.,  Adderley,  f.630.  Each  of  his  children  received  £§,000  and  the  portraits  are 
mentioned  as  being  left  with  Dr.  Lloyd. 
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in  health  and  in  sickness.”  A  codicil  to  the  Will,  added  in  Feb.  1799,  was 
witnessed  by  George  Fitch-^Samuel’s  nephew,  son  of  his  loyalist  Brother, 
Colonel  Eleazar  Fitch,  who  suffered  imprisonment  in  America  for  his  principles. 

As  to  the  Middletons,  they,  like  the  Arnolds  and  the  Fitches,  were 
not  residents  in  Battersea.  In  his  wiBs®  Nathaniel  Middleton,  who  had 
East  Indian  interests,  is  described  as  of  Harley  Street,  Cavendish  Square. 
Mrs.  Middleton  was  of  about  the  same  age  as  the  Misses  Fitch  and  Mrs. 
Arnold.  In  August  1803  (a  year  before  her  death),  the  latter  writes  from 
Clay  Hall,  Old  Windsor  while  in  her  very  last  letter  to  her  son  Edward, 
dated  17th  Jany.  1804,  she  says,  “  Mrs.  Middleton  is  still  near  Windsor. 

There  is  no  evidence  as  to  whether  Arnold  had  known  William 
Vassall  in  America  but,  when  he  settled  in  London,  their  mutual  friend¬ 
ship  with  the  Fitches  and  their  connections,  and  their  common  hatred 
of  the  cause  of  American  Independence  would  doubtless  soon  serve  to 
cement  their  acquaintance.  Mrs.  Arnold,  too,  could  not  fail  to  be 
interested  in  the  attachment  of  her  dear  friend  Sarah  Fitch  to  Vassall  s 
son  Leonard;  while  her  letter  of  17  January  1804,  written  two  years 
after  their  marriage  (quoted  on  p.  67),  in  which  she  refen  to  the  personal 
affairs  of  no  less  than  six  other  members  of  the  family— then ^  “  sadly 
scattered  ’’—suggests  that  she,  at  any  rate,  had  been  on  terms  of  intimate 
friendship  with  them  and  probably,  with  her  husband,  a  frequent  visitor 
at  the  pleasant  country  residence  on  Battersea  Rise. 

Mrs.  Vassall  had  died  in  February  1794  and  had  been  laid  to  rest 
in  the  Thames-side  village  church  of  St.  Mary,  Battersea.  This  well- 
proportioned  and  solidly  brick-built.  Classical  edifice  was  erected  between 
1775  and  1777,  on  the  site  of  its  predecessor— an  ancient  and^  decayed 
building  and  a  link  with  pre-Conquest  times.  To-day  it^  is  distinguished 
by  its  quaint,  turquoise-coloured,  copper  spire  and  by  its  pleasant  and 
secluded  river-side  churchyard.  Amongst  its  many  interesting  memorials, 
in  stone  and  heraldic  painted  glass,  to  the  family  of  St.  John  of  Lydiard 
Tregoze— Lords  of  the  Manor  from  1627  to  1763— there  is  one  which 

«<>  P.C.C.,  Erskine,  f  .478. 

«  Letter  quoted  in  Isaac  N.  Arnold’s  “  Life  of  Benedict  Arnold,”  1880,  p.  404. 
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still  attracts  visitors  from  overseas  to  Battersea.  It  is  Roubiliac’s  ambi¬ 
tious  mural  monument  to  Henry  St.  John— the  greatest  of  his  house— 
the  famous  Lord  Bolingbroke,  who  was  baptized  here  ■  in  1678  and 
breathed  his  last  in  the  tottering  Manor  House  hard  by. 

The  Vestry,  a  delightful  old  sun-filled  room,  occupies  the  ground- 
floor  of  the  western  tower.  It  contains  many  objects  of  interest, 
including  the  Registers — a  fine  series  dating  from  1559 — and,  also,  the 
handsome,  leather-seated  Adam  arm-chair  in  which  J.  W.  M.  Turner  is 
said  to  have  sat  when  he  strolled  over  from  Chelsea  to  study  sunset 
effects  across  the  river. 

At  a  time  when  the  better-known  burying  places  of  London  were 
becoming  scandalously  over-crowded,  this  new  church  at  Battersea,  built 
over  a  spacious  crypt  and  with  a  picturesquely  situated  and  newly 
extended  churchyard,  offered  quite  exceptional  facilities  for  quiet  and 
decent^  interment.  ^  Battersea  Bridge— the  “  Old  ”  Battersea  Bridge  im¬ 
mortalized  by  Whistler— had  been  recently  erected  and,  at  length,  pro¬ 
vided  easy  access  from  the  north  of  the  Thames  to  what  had  hitherto 
been  an  exceedingly  isolated  suburban  village.  For  some  years  onward, 
the^  place  consequently  enjoyed  something  of  a  vogue  as  a  place  of 
burial  for  many  whose  homes  lay  outside  the  parish ;  and,  for  these 
aliens  to  Battersea,  it  even  proved  worth  the  while  of  the  Vicar  and 
Churchwardens  to  fix  a  special  rate  of  charges. 

Among  these  outsiders  may  be  noted  William  Curtis, the  eminent 
botanist;  General  Russell  Manners ;  63  and  Mrs.  Arnold’s  friends  the 
Middletons,  whose  young  daughter  had  been  buried  within  the  Church 
m  1790.^  Mrs.  Vassall,  a  resident  in  the  parish,  had  followed,  in  1794; 
and  It  is  not  therefore  very  surprising  that  when  Samuel  Fitch  passed 
away,  at  the  age  of  75,  in  October  1799,  daughters  elected  to  bring 

his  remains  to  Battersea  and  also,  within  four  short  months,  to  lay  their 
mother  there  beside  him.  In  May  1800,  William  Vassall,  too,  had 
been  buried  by  his  wife’s  side. 

®  Wilham  Curtis,  author  of  “Flora  Londiniensis,”  ob.  Chelsea,  1799. 

“  General  Russell  Manners,  of  Old  Burlington  Street  :  ob.  (at  Billericay,  Essex)  1800. 
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ST.  MARY’S  BATTERSEA,  THE  VESTRY  IN  1928 
FROM  A  WATER-COLOUR  SKETCH  BY  MRS.  THEODORE  STEPHENSON 


ST.  MARY’S  BATTERSEA,  THE  CRYPT  WHERE  THE  ARNOLDS 


are  buried,  1950 
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A  year  later,  in  June  i8oi,  followed  the  unexpected  death,  after 
only  a  week’s  severe  illness,  of  Benedict  Arnold.  His  wife  appears  to 

have  been  quite  prostrated  with  grief.  Six  weeks  later  she  writes  to 
her  son  Edward,  “  I  intended  copying  the  Will  but  am  not  at  present 
well  enough.”®*  To  her  cousin  and  brother-in-law,  Edward  Burd,  she 
confides  (Aug.  15th  1801)  “I  sometimes  fear  my  reason  will  give  way”; 
and,  later,  she  is  convinced  that  it  “  was  affected  ”  as  she  had  been  on 

the  point  of  taking  her  life.  In  her  dark  hour  her  dear  Miss  Fitches 

appear  to  have  been  with  her,  Ann  relieving  her  even  of  the  task  of 
communicating  the  sad  tidings  to  her  father.  In  his  letter  of  con¬ 
dolence,®®  dated  10  Nov.  1801,  he  writes,  “I  am  much  obliged  to  the 

Miss  Fitch’s  for  their  very  kind  attention  to  your  affairs ;  ”  and,  in  the 

postscript,  “Please  to  tender  my  very  respectful  and  grateful  compli¬ 
ments  to  Miss  Fitch  for  her  most  obliging  letter® «  at  a  time  when  your 
distress  being  so  heavy  upon  you  as  to  disable  you  from  writing  yourself. 

Benedict’s  Will  gives  no  directions  as  to  his  burial  and  there  is  no 
evidence  that  he  had  ever  expressed  any  wish  in  the  matter.  On  the 
other  hand,  three  families  with  whom  the  Arnolds  were  on  terms  of 
close  intimacy  and  friendship- — Fitch,  Vassall  and  Middleton  -all  now 
had  members  lying  in  the  vaults  at  Battersea  Church.  The  Miss 
Fitches,  his  own  trustees  and  his  wife’s  closest  personal  friends,  had  laid 
their  parents  to  rest  there  in  1799  and  1800;  and  there,  too,  m  the 
latter  year  had  been  buried  William  Vassall,  the  father  of  Sarahs 
fianc6.  It  was  thus  only  natural  and  seemly  that,  in  the  hour  of  her 
bereavement,  the  thoughts  of  Margaret  Arnold  should  be  directed  to¬ 
wards  this  same  peaceful  haven  at  Battersea,  and  that  her  husband 
should  sleep  his  last  sleep  there  among  the  good  friends  of  their  later  years. 

The  absence  of  any  reference  to  the  General’s  military  rank,  either  in  the 
Battersea  Registers  or  on  his  coffin-plate,®’  may  possibly  provide  some 


**  Vide  Appendix  III,  p.  61. 

«s  Quoted  in  Lewis  Burd  Walker’s  “  Life  of  Margaret  Shippen,  Wife  of  General  Arnold.” 

«8  Ann  Fitch’s  letter  to  Justice  Shippen  is  given  in  Isaac  Arnold’s  “  Life,”  p.  393.  In 
it  she  says  “  My  sister  and  I  were  with  Mrs.  Arnold  when  her  husband  expired.  They  had 
evidently  come  up  post  haste  from  their  country  retreat  at  Gallywood. 

8’  Vide  p.  48. 
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unlooked  for  testimony  as  to  Margaret  Arnold’s  sentiments  towards  her 
husband’s  abandonment  of  the  American  cause;  but,  without  seeking 
further  reasons,  her  straitened  financial  circumstances  are  ’  quite  sufficient 
to  account  for  the  absence  of  any  kind  of  memorial  in  the  church— 

although  this  omission  might  well  have  been  repaired  at  a  later  date 
by  their  children. 

From  Colonel  Phipps’  letter  it  appears  that  his  wife  and  her  parents 
were  not  laid  to  rest  in  the  churchyard  but  “  deposited  in  a  vault  ” 
within  the  Church.  To-day  it  is  impossible  to  identify  the  exact  spot 
with  any  certainty.  When  the  church  was  erected,  in  1777,  some  half- 
dozen  underground  vaults  were  made  in  the  Crypt,  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  the  Rebuilding  Act,®®  for  those  families  who  had  owned 
similar  accommodation  in  the  older  building.  During  the  ensuing 
seventy  years,  additional  family  vaults  were  constructed  not  only  under, 
but  also  upon,  the  floor  of  the  Crypt.  Such  structures,  however,  were 
expensive ;  for  which  reason  many  coffins  were  simply  laid  under  the 
floor  without  any  kind  of  provision  for  securing  family  privacy.  More¬ 
over  the  Crypt  itself,  or  “  Great  Vault  ”  as  it  was  commonly  called, 
was  very  obviously  commodious  and  easy  of  access  and,  after  some  pre¬ 
liminary  opposition  had  been  countered,  it  was  decided  to  permit  bodies 
to  be  deposited  here  above  ground,  the'  only  stipulation  being  that  the 
corpse  should  be  enclosed  in  a  leaden  coffin.  This  was  the  cheapest, 
and  soon  the  most  popular,  method  of  burial  within  the  church,  the 
Charges  for  Parishioners  thus  buried  in  the  Great  Vault  totalling 
£6  i6s.  6d.  and,  for  non-Parishioners,  ^10  los. 

The  register  of  Burials  in  the  Vaults  from  1819  onwards  is  still 
extant  and  contains  the  following  entry — 

“  Sophia  Matilda  Phipps,  43,  interred  June  17,  1828, 

Great  Vault,  last  residence  Sunbury,  Middlesex.” 

Thus  ^  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  vault  where  Mrs.  Phipps’  remains  were 
deposited  with  those  of  her  father  and  mother  was  the  Great  Vault  or 
Crypt  itself,  and  for  this  there  is  some  further  evidence. 

Dated  1774. 
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“The  last  recorded  burial  in  the  Crypt  took  place  in  March  1854. 
Small  wonder  that  when,  in  1875,  shortly  after  the  appointment  of  the 
late  Canon  John  Erskine  Clarke  to  the  vicarage  of  .  Battersea,  drastic 
changes  were  made  in  this  most  unpleasant  charnel-house,  much  haziness 
prevailed,  as  to  ‘who  was  who’  except  as  revealed  by  such  coffin- 
plate  inscriptions  as  had  not  perished  with  time.  At  that  period, 
there  were  300  coffins  in  faded  trappings  stacked  in  the  crypt,  and 
people  used  to  ask  the  old  pew-opener— whose  description  of  her  duties 
to  the  Vicar  was,  ‘Please,  sir,  I  keeps  the  people  out  of  the  seats’— 
to  walk  them  around  the  narrow  alleys  between  the  coffins.  From 
time  to  time  a  coffin  burst  and  the  Church  was  redolent  of  deceased 
citizen!  Urgent  sanitary  reasons  thus  demanded  a  change  and,  m  1875, 
an  Order  in  Council  was  obtained  for  a  re-arrangement  of  the  bodies, 
and  the  coffins  were  laid  away  on  either  side  of  the  crypt— in  the  aisles— 
under  a  foot  of  concrete.”®® 

When  the  bodies  were  finally  interred— some  424  in  all— a  rough 
copy  was  made  of  the  more  interesting  of  the  inscription-plates  on  the 
coffin  lids.  Dated  the  24th  of  May,  1875,  it  appears^  to  have  passed 
either  then,  or  probably  later,  into  the  hands  of  the  Vicar  ;  and,  on  his 
death  in  1920,  his  executors  presented  it  to  the  Central  Public  Library 

of  the  Borough. 

Many  of  the  inscription  plates  were  removed  from  the  coffins. 
Some  sixty  of  the  more  artistic  of  them  have  since  been  set  up  on  the 
walls  and  on  some  of  the  columns  of  the  Crypt,  where  they  form  an 
interesting,  and  in  many  respects  unique  collection  of  memorials  in  lead 
and  brass,  affording  some  excellent  examples  of  lettering  and  of  beaten 
design;  others  still  remain  stored  in  a  box  in  the  strongroom.  Those 
of  the  Arnolds,  alas  1  are  not  now  to  be  found  in  cither  group  an 
obvious  inaccuracy  in  the  existing  copy  of  the  inscription  on  the  Guieral  s 
own  plate  suggests  that  they  were  probably  in  a  bad  state  and,  that 
not  being  then  recognised  as  worthy  of  special  care,  they  were  conse 
quently  thrown  aside  or  buried  with  the  coffins. 


*®  Paragraph  quoted  from  “  Our  Lady  of  l^tersey  the  ^  . 

Parish  told  frL  Original  Sources,”  by  J.  G.  Taylor  (pub.  G.  Wmte,  396. 
Chelsea,  S.W.,  1925,  price  25s.  net.) 
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The  record  of  the  cofRn-plate  inscriptions,  still  to  be 
enquiry  at  the  Central  Battersea  Public  Library,  is  described  as  a — 

“  Memo  of  Coffins  &  remains  deposited  in  the  vaults  of  St. 
Mary’s  Church,  Battersea — as  taken  under  the  Head  A.B.C.D. 
respectively  and  interred  within  the  said  vaults. 

As  taken  by  Edw.  White  by  Order  of  the  Vicar  and  Church¬ 
wardens.  [Coffin  plates  in  vaults  of  Old  Church  Battersea]. 
May  24th  1875.” 

Head  B,  under  which  are  found  the  names  of  Arnold  and  Phipps,  com¬ 
prises  the  largest  group.  It  is  thus,  obviously,  the  record  of  the  many 
who  were  deposited  above  ground  in  the  “  Great  Vault  ”  or  crypt. 
The  Arnold  inscriptions  are  given  as  follows — 


“B 


1 17. 


118. 


122. 


Mrs.  Sophia  Martha  {sic)  Phipps,  43  years, 

loth  June,  1828. 

Frederick  {sic)  Arnold  Esqr.  59  years, 

14th  June,  1801. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Arnold,  widow  44  years, 

of  Brigadier  GeneraP®  Arnold  24th  Aug.,  1804. 

In  conclusion  it  is  suggested  that  the  time  has  now  come  when  an 
omission  may  fittingly  be  remedied  by  the  erection  in  the  Church  of  a 
simple  tablet  recording  that,  in  the  Crypt  below,  are  deposited  the 
remains  of  Benedict  Arnold,  of  his  faithful  and  devoted  wife,  Margaret 
Shippen,  and  of  their  loved  and  only  surviving  daughter,  Sophia 
Matilda  Phipps. 


A  Mrs.  Arnold’s  executrix,  was  probably  responsible  for  the  inclusion  of 

Arnold  s  rank  in  this  inscription. 
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APPENDIX 

COPY  OF  BENEDICT  ARNOLD’S  MEMORIAL. 

Public  Record  Office— Audit  Office,  Bundle  Paper  799. 

Endorsements— 

Benedict  Arnold  Brig^  Genl  Copy  of  Genl.  Arnold’s 

Pennsylv®,  Memorial  Schedule  &c.,  &c. 

Withdrawn  Original  Withdrawn 

To  the  Honble  the  Comm''®  appointed  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  made  in  the 
23rd  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  present  Majesty  King  George  the  3d  to  enquire  into 
the  Lofses  and  Services  of  aU  such  persons  who  have  suffered  in  their  Rights  Pro¬ 
perties  &  Professions  during  the  late  unhappy  Difsentions  in  America  in  conseq*^  of 
their  Loyalty  to  His  Majesty  and  their  Attachment  to  the  British  Government. 

The  Memorial  of  Benedict  Arnold  late  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  in 
America  and  now  of  the  City  of  London  Esquire. 

That  in  May  1775,  he  was  appointed  Col.  of  a  Prov.  Regiment,  in  January  1776 
he  was  promoted  to  the  Rank  of  Brigadier  General  &  in  May  I777>  rank  of 

Major  General,  in  wch  he  continued  until  he  joined  his  Majesty’s  Army  in  1780, 
at  which  time  he  was  third  in  command  in  the  American  Army  under  General 
Washington.  The  Memor*  here  thinks  it  necessary  to  declare  that  when  he  took 
up  arms  in  America  he  had  not  a  wish  or  Idea  of  promoting  a  separation  of  that 
Country  from  Great  Britain,  or  throwing  off  the  Government  of  the  latter,  & 
forming  an  independ‘  Government  there,  but  his  sole  view  and  aim  was  to  obtain 
a  redress  of  Grievances,  of  which  in  his  opinion  the  Americans  justly  complained. 
That  having  served  with  reputation  to  himself,  and  gained  the  applause  and  con¬ 
fidence  of  his  countrymen,  he  was  early  promoted  to  a  high  Rank  in  the  American 
Army  and  continued  in  the  Confidence  and  esteem  of  his  Country  until  he  joined 
the  British  Army. 

That  the  Memorialist  conceiving  the  overtures  and  proposals  made  by  Great 
Britain  to  America  in  the  year  1778,  for  peace  &  reunion  of  the  two  countries  to 
be  just  and  equitable  he  used  his  endeavours  and  influence  to  have  them  accepted, 
but  finding  the  rulers  of  his  countrymen  blind  to  their  real  Int.  and  determined  on 
a  separation  from  Great  Britain,  The  Memorialist  thought  himself  justified  in  raising 
every  means  in  his  power  to  prevent  it,  for  wch  purpose  (waiving  all  considerations 
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of  private  Interest)  at  the  risque  of  his  Person  and  Fortune  he  opened  a  corres¬ 
pondence  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton  early  in  the  year  1779  and  would  at  that  time 
have  quitted  the  American  and  joined  the  British  Army  in  New  York  but  it  was 
the  opinion  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  that  the  Memorialist  would  render  greater  services 
to  Great  Britain  by  remaining  in  the  American  Army  in  which  he  concurred  and 
in  concert  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton  formed  a  plan  which  had  it  succeeded  would 
in  all  probability  have  put  a  favorable  end  to  the  war  in  America,  but  by  the  most 
unfortunate  circumstances  it  having  failed  The  Mem*  was  in  the  most  imminent 
danger  of  losing  his  life,  was  obliged  to  make  a  precipitate  Flight  and  very  narrowly 
escaped  from  the  Americans  and  was  under  the  necefsity  of  leaving  his  Family,  his 
Papers  and  aU  his  Property  behind  him. 

That  the  Mem*  upon  joining  the  British  Army  in  New  York  was  appointed  by 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  the  Rank  of  Brigadier  General,  in  wch.  he  continued  till 
the  Peace. 

That  the  Memor*  when  he  joined  the  British  Army  was  seised  &  possed  of  a 
real  and  personal  Estate  in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  and  Colony  of  Connecticut 
worth  at  a  moderate  computation  the  sum  of  ^16,125  Ster®  agreeable  to  the 
annexed  account,  all  which  has  been  confiscated  and  his  Property  sold  by  the 
authority  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  of  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania.  The 
Memor*  begs  leave  to  observe  that  in  addition  to  the  amount  annexed  he  was 
entitled  to  receive  from  the  United  States,  agreeable  to  promises  of  Congress  and 
the  States  half  pay  during  his  Life  for  his  Services,  and  half  pay  in  consequence  of 
having  been  disabled  in  a  Limb  in  their  service,  wch  was  the  sum  of  ^^405  Sterling 
per  annum  wch  by  the  Commutation  made  by  Congress  w‘*“  the  Army  would  have 
amounted  to  ;^405o  Sterling  and  which  the  Memorialist  is  informed  many  American 
Officers  have  received. 

The  Mem*  was  also  entitled  to  a  considerable  quantity-  of  Lands  promised  by 
the  States  and  Congress,  supposed  to  be  worth  at  a  moderate  computation  £5000 
Sterling  with  other  Emoluments  and  advantages  which  wo^  have  arisen  to  him  as 
third  in  Command  in  the  American  Army. 

The  Mem*  begs  leave  further  to  observe  that  in  consequence  of  his  Loyalty 
and  Engagements  wdth  Sir  Henry  Clinton  he  refused  the  command  of  the  American 
Army  in  South  Carolina  offered  to  him  by  Gen*.  Washington  which  was  afterwards 
given  by  him  to  Major  Gen*  Greene  who  (the  Memorialist  is  informed)  has  been 
rewarded  by  the  States  of  the  Carolinas  and  Virginia  with  the  sum  of  £20,000 
Sterling  for  his  Services  which  would  probably  have  been  given  to  the  Memorialist 
had  he  accepted  the  Command. 
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That  in  Proof  of  his  Loyalty  to  the  King  his  Integrity  and  Ability  in  the 
execution  of  his  Office  and  the  Services  he  has  rendered  Government  the  Memor‘ 
begs  leave  to  refer  this  Honble  Board  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  K.B.,  .to  Col.  Dundas 
one  of  the  Members  of  this  Honble  Board,  and  to  Mr.  Jos:  Stansbury. 

The  Memorialist  and  his  Family  having  been  banished  America,  and  his  decided 
conduct  precluded  a  possibility  of  their  return,  most  humbly  prays  this  Flonble. 
Board  to  take  his  case  into  consideration,  and  to  report  in  favour  of  such  further 
compensation  being  made  to  him  as  shall  be  thought  to  be  adequate  to  his  Services, 
as  also  to  the  Loises  he  has  sustained  in  his  Property  &  the  Sacrifices  he  has  made 
in  consequence  of  his  Loyalty  to  His  Majesty  and  his  attachment  to  the  British 
Government. 

And  the  Memorialist  will  ever  pray  &c. 

B:  Arnold. 


A. 

1785  Afril  zSth. 

General  B.  Arnold’s  Letter  withdrawing  his  Claim,  and  desiring  his  Memorial 
Papers  &c.  may  be  returned  to  him. 

London,  April  26th,  1785. 

Gentlemen, 

As  I  have  in  a  great  measure  received  (by  the  hands  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton) 
a  Compensation  for  the  lofs  of  my  Personal  Estate,  and  as  Mrs.  Arnold  has  a 
Pension  for  Life,  of  about  three  hundred  and  sixty  pounds,  which  is  in  some 
measure ;  tho  not  a  full  Compensation  for  the  lofs  of  my  real  Estate,  for 
Risques  Run,  and  Services  rendered,  yet  I  have  upon  duly  Considering,  the 
great  expence  which  I  shall  probably  incur,  by  remaining  in  London  to  pro¬ 
secute  a  further  Claim,  the  lofs  of  time,  and  difficulty  attending  It,  thought 
proper  to  withdraw  my  Claim  for  any  further  Compensation.  I  have  therefore 
to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  give  Orders,  that  my  rvlemorial, 
Estimates  and  Certificates  given  into  your  Office,  may  be  returned  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 


The  Honorable 

The  Comifsioners  of 
American  Claims 
&c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Gentlemen 

Your  most  Obedient 
&  Most  Humble  Serv‘ 

B.  Arnold. 
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Schedule  accompanying  Arnold’s  Claim — (Abridged) — 

A  true  account  of  the  real  and  personal  Property  and  Debts  of  General  B. 
Arnold  late  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  with  the  valuation  thereof. 

A  Large  and  elegant  House  with  Outhouses,  Stables, 

Coach  House  and  lOO  Acres  of  Land  upon  the  Banks  of  the 
Schuylkia  4  Miles  from  Philadelphia  (commonly  called 
Mount  Pleasant)  20  Acres  of  wch.  are  well  wooded  &  cost 
the  orig’  proprietor  (Capt.  McPherson)  about  9000* 

Sterling  &  is  subject  to  a  Mortg®  of  about  £izoo  SterF 
for  wch.  G.  Arnold  refused  Sterl.  &  beheves  it  to 

be  worth  that  sum  or  more 

A  Large  and  handsome  new  House  with  Store  House, 

Coach  House,  Stables,  Wharfs,  large  and  fine  fruit 
Garden  cont^  between  2  &  3  acres  in  New  Haven, 

Colony  of  Connect^  wch.  cost  upwards  of  £3000 
currency  and  is  well  worth 

A  Tract  of  about  100  acres  of  Land  in  VoUington, 

Colony  of  Connecticut  supposed  to  be  worth  £300  at 
least  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  .. 


£5,000  -  - 


£i,Soo  -  ~ 


Debts. 


£  300  ~  - 

£7,100  -  - 


Due  from  the  Colony  or  State  of  Connecticut  to 
make  good  the  depreciation  of  Money  due  to  Gen* 
Arnold  for  pay  up  to  the  year  1778  or  9  the  amounts 
having  been  Hquidated  &  the  Treasurer  ordered  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  to  pay  the  same  in  Notes 
but  which  has  not  been  received  by  G.  Arnold 
,^1500,  Currency  Exchange  33! 

Due  from  Congress  for  a  Brigantine  &  part  Cargo  . . 
Ballance  of  pay  and  allowance  for  Table  due  from 
Congress 

One  half  of  a  prize  Ship  &  Cargo  of  130  puncheons  of 
Jam®  Spirits 

Money  in  hands  of  Seagrove  &  Constable,  Merchants, 
balance  of  profits  arising  on  £10,000  worth  of  goods 
bt  &  sold  jointly 

Household  Furnit.,  Horses,  Carriage,  Plate,  Books, 
China,  a  valuable  negro  man  slave  22  years  old  ;^ioo, 
cloathing,  electrical' Machine  &  a  Microscope  etc. 

Ball,  of  Book  Debts  &  Notes  due 


£^,^^5  -  - 
£  937  10  - 

£^,m  -  - 

12  - 

^1,200  -  - 

950  -  - 

;CLI25  -  - 
£i6,izs  2  - 


Pay  during  Life  of  ;(j405  Ster.  p.a.  promised  by  Congress 
&  the  States  since  commuted  to  10  years  pay  . .  ^4,050  -  - 

Lands  promised  by  Congress  worth  at  least  . .  . .  _^5,ooo  -  - 


B.  General  Arnold  has  reed,  from  Government  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  October, 
1780  on  account  of  his  Lofses,  Risque  and  Services  rendered  Government  £6, coo 
Sterling.  B.  Arnold. 
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ARNOLD’S  HOUSE,  MOUNT  PLEASANT,  AT  FAIRMOUNT  PARK,  PHILADELPHIA 


WEST  POINT,  NEW  YORK,  SHOWING  THE  MILITARY  SCHOOL 
FROM  AN  BNGRAVING  BY  J.  AND  F.  TALUS 
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APPENDIX  II.— 


STATEMENT  OF  Mr.  JO.  STANSBURY,  4  MAR.  1784. 
filed  with  Benedict  Arnold’s  Claim  for  Compensation  in  the  Public 

Record  Office  bundle — ^A.O.^I 

“  Mr.  Jo.  Stansbury  (N.),  St.  Paul’s  Churchyard, 

testifies  as  follows,  4  Mar.  1784* 

I  do  certify  that  about  the  month  of  June  1779  General  Arnold  sent  for  me 
and,  after  some  general  conversation,  opened  his  political  sentiments  respecting  the 
war’  carrying  on  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  declaring  his  abhorence  of  a 
separation  of  the  latter  from  the  former  as  a  measure  that  would  be  ruinous  to 
both.  That  General  Arnold  then  communicated  to  me,  under  a  solemn  obligation 
of  secresy,  his  Intention  of  offering  his  services  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
British  Forces  in  any  way  that  would  most  effectually  restore  the  former  Govern¬ 
ment  and  destroy  the  then  usurped  authority  of  Congress,  either  by  immediately 
joining  the  British  Army  or  coopperating  on  some  concerted  plan  with  Sir  Henry 
Clinton.  That,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  completion  of  his  wishes,  I  went  secredy 
to  New  York  with  a  tender  of  his  services  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  who  readily 
accepted  the  proposal,  but  was  of  opinion  that  General  Arnold  could  render  more 
essential  services  by  continuing  in  the  American  Army  and  corresponding  and  co¬ 
opperating  with  Sir  Henry  CUnton  than  by  immediately  joining  the  British  Army, 
and  I  received  from  Sir  Henry  CUnton  the  several  objects  of  information  he 
wished  to  receive  from  General  Arnold,  as  also  his  Wishes  respecting  the  manner 
of  his  coopperiting  with  him  to  which  General  Arnold  readily  agreed,  and  from 
that  time  until  he  went  into  New  York  I  was  employed  in  cyphermg  and 
decyphering  the  correspondence  between  them. 

Jo.  Stansbury.” 
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LETTERS  OF  GENERAL  and  Mrs.  ARNOLD  TO  THEIR  ELDEST 
SON,  EDWARD  SHIPPEN  ARNOLD,  1800—1804. 

(From  General  Arnold).  London,  Septr.  7tli,  1800. 

My  beloved  Son, 

Your  Mother  &  myself  have  written  you  long  letters  by  the  Georgiana 
Packet  the  14th  Ulto.  and  by  General  Lake  of  the  31st  Ulto.  &  Inst.— who 
goes  out  in  the  Sir  Edward  Hughes  Indiaman,  with  his  Son,  &  three  Daugh¬ 
ters  ;  the  General  is  now  at  Portsmouth.  I  yesterday  reed,  a  Note  from 
him  of  which  the  following  is  a  Copy — 

“Lieut.  General  Lake  presents  his  Compts.  to  Genl.  Arnold  will  be  happy 
“  to  pay  every  attention  to  his  Son  that  may  be  in  his  power.  The  Miss 
Lakes  beg  to  unite  with  the  General  in  best  regards  and  good  wishes  to 
“  the  General  &  Mrs.  Arnold.” 

I  inclose  you  a  letter  that  I  yesterday  reed,  from  Lord  Cornwallis, 
which  is  very  friendly  indeed,  &  I  make  no  doubt,  but  his  letter  to  Genl. 
Lake  will  be  of  great  service  to  you,  and  that  he  will,  as  he  has  promised 
me,  do  all  in  his  power  to  promote  your  Interest— you  must,  &  will  have 
time  before  his  arrival  to  find  out  some  good  thing,  that  wiU  lead  ultimately 
to  your  wishes  &  point  it  out  to  him  on  his  arrival ;  study  by  all  means  to 
make  yourself  agreeable  &  useful  to  him  &  his  Family.  Form,  if  you  can, 
an  intimate  acquaintance  with  his  Son,  who  is  a  Capt.,  &  aid  de  Camp,  to 
whom  your  friendly  advice  &  information  may  be  of  use  and  obtain  you' his 
Confidence ;  as  far  as  you  can  make  yourself  useful  to  the  General  so  far  as 
your  own  Interest  is  promoted.  I  need  not  observe  to  you  that  great 
Ctvihty,  and  attention  to  every  body,  wdll  do  more  for  you  than  most  young 
Men  are  aware  of,  and  tho’  I  should  despise  you  for  being  a  Sycophant,  I 
would  have  you  espouse  the  cause  of  any  Man,  w'ho  is  spoken  ill  of,  in  his 
Absence,  as  far  as  you  can  do  so  with  truth  &  propriety. 

I  enclose  you  a  letter  from  Wilham  which  is  the  first  he  has  ever 

written,  except  one  to  James,  and  has  done  it  without  any  assistance,  the 
Dear  little  Fellow  is  coming  on  very  well. 

I  have  not  heard  anything  from  Neale  since  he  left  Ireland  the  sth 
Augt.  on  another  Cruize. 

As  Genl.  Lake  has  been  some  days  at  Portsmouth  &  the  Wind  is  fair, 

I  very  much  fear  that  this  letter  will  not  reach  him  in  time,  in  that  case 

it  will  be  returned  &  I  shall  forward  it  by  the  Caledonia,  a  Ship  that  will 

sail  soon  for  Calcutta. 

Yours  Affecty., 


B.  Arnold. 
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(On  the  same  sheet  from  Mrs.  Arnold).  Sunday,  Septr  7th,  1800. 

I  have  written  so  lately  my  dearly  beloved  Son,  that  I  have  nothing  new 
to  tell  you.  We  are  in  hourly  expectation  of  hearing  from  Neale,  but  I  am 
not  very  sanguine  upon  this  subject.  Your  father  has  suspicions  respecting 
him,  that  his  general  character  for  honesty,  prevents  my  adopting,  but  he 
certainly  has  been  remiss  and  inattentive  to  his  Instructions,  which  I  am  rather 
led  to  attribute  to  too  free  indulgence  in  his  bottle.  You  recollect  that 
we  co-incided  in  the  opinion  that  he  was  rather  inclined  to  this  failing. 
There  is  another  Lisbon  Packet  due  in  a  few  days ;  by  her  we  expect  to  hear 
from  Capt.  Tomlinson ;  should  we  be  disappointed  I  think  it  most  probable 
that  your  Father  will  go  to  Oporto  to  see  after  the  prize  that  was  carried 
in  there  the  14th  June,  and  a  re-captured  Ship  since,  neither  of  which  he 
has  had  any  intelligence  of  from  the  person  into  whose  hands  they  were  put, 
or  even  an  acknowledgment  of  his  having  received  them.  There  is  still  an 
opportunity  for  Neale  to  do  something,  but  I  confess  I  am  not  much  en¬ 
couraged,  unless  he  forms  a  junction  with  Tomlinson,  who  appears  to  have 
a  clear  head,  and  great  exertion.  At  present  I  fear  we  are  upon  a  much 
worse  footing  than  when  the  Speculation  commenced.  I  would  not  write 
thus  discouragingly,  but  in  compliance  with  the  positive  promise  I  gave  you 
of  having  no  concealments  from  you  respecting  our  situation.  And  I  beg 
you  to  remember  my  dear  Edward  that  you  are  bound  by  a  similar  promise  to 
perfect  candor  in  everything  that  relates  to  yourself.  As  you  have  com¬ 
menced  your  career  in  that  country  under  many  advantages  I  have  but  little 
doubt  of  your  succeess  should  the  Climate  agree  with  yoi; — but  remember 
that  it  is  our  most  earnest  wish  that  no  consideration  should  induce  you  to 
sacrifice  your  Health ;  should  you  find  it  affected,  return  to  us ;  we  shall  be 
able  to  do  something  for  you  at  home,  and  your  trip  will  but  have  given 
you  a  little  more  knowledge  of  the  world.  I  shall  be  very  anxious  to  hear 
how  far  Mrs.  M.  has  exerted  her  interest  for  you,  and  how  beneficial  it  has 
proved.  Mr.  M.’s  general  character  leads  me  to  hope  much  from  him.  We 
have  taken  much  pains  to  secure  Genl.  Lake’s  Interest,  and  I  hope  that  we 
have  succeeded.  Much  wiU  depend  upon  yourself ;  nature  has  been  bountiful 
to  you  as  far  as  external  appearance  goes  ;  a  knowledge  of  life  will  convince 
you  of  the  great  utility  of  a  conciliatory  manner,  and  an  apparent  wish  to 
please  and  obhge.  Without  adopting  the  Chesterfieldian  system  to  its  extent 
there  are  many  useful  hints  to  be  collected  from  it,  without  deviating  from 
that  honourable  line  of  conduct  which,  with  pride  I  boast  it,  you  have 
uniformly  pursued. 
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I  do  not  know  whether  or  not  I  mentioned  to  you  in  a  former  letter 
the  total  rum  of  poor  Mr.  Coxe  in  consequence  of  the  villainy  of  his  eldest 
Son  Daniel,  who  while  he  was  squandering  his  property,  in  scenes  of  the 
greatest^  debaunchery,  with  the  assistance  of  false  Booh  persuaded  his  father 
that  his  business  was  extremely  flourishing,  who  was  induced  to  enter  into 
partoership  and  to  put  his  whole  property  amounting  to  fijOQO  in  the 
business.  He  continued  his  extravagence,  keeping  nine  horses,  a  Mistress,  &c., 
and  about  a  month  ago,  by  fraudently  obtaining  a  large  sum  of  Money  with 
which  he  decamped,  leaving  his  poor  Father  a  beggar  with  the  loss  of  his 
^17000,  and  debts  to  the  amount  of  ^14000  more.  Your  friend  Leonard  had 
Cl  SO  which  had  been  presented  to  him  for  his  good  conduct  by  the  Gentle¬ 
man  with  whom  he  is;  this  he  generously  gave  to  his  parents  for  their 
present  support.  The  furniture  and  everything  belonging  to  them  is  taken; 
but  I  trust  that  from  the  excellent  character  of  Mr.  Coxe,  his  Creditors 
will  be  lenient,  and  at  least  allow  him  his  Pension  which  is  ^180  per  annum. 
The  family  were  at  Ramsgate  when  this  dreadful  and  unexpected  blow  came 
upon  them.  What  adds  to  the  horror  of  their  situation  is  that  they  are 

ruined  by  the  villainy  of  a  Son  on  whom  they  doated,  and  whose  fate  may 

be  death  should  he  be  taken.  Blessed  be  God  that  my  children  are  of 
such  different  dispositions. 

Septr.  1 8th. 

I  have  not  experienced  such  heart  felt  satisfaction  my  darhng  Son  since 
your  departure  as  your  letters  of  the  17th  &  23  July  afforded  me.  I  make 
some  allowance  for  your  wish  to  make  everything  relating  to  yourself  appear 
m  the  most  fa  durable  point  of  view,  but  you  must  certainly  have  been 
extremely  fortunate  in  your  accommodations,  and  I  trust  that  your  sanguine 
expectations  of  success  in  India  will  be  realised. 

(Postcript  in  Gen.  A.’s  hand.) 

l8oo.6.0ctr.  Left  London  for  a  Trip  to  Warwick,  Bath,  &c. 

An  order  has  been  sent  out  to  the  Governor  to  make  out 
my  Grant  for  13,400  Acres,  without  any  expense  except  the  old 
fees.  In  time  I  expect  this  will  be  valuable. 

B.  Arnold.  9  Octr.  1800. 

Endorsed  : 

1800  Sepr.  7  &  18. 

Genl.  &  Mrs.  Arnold. 

Reed,  at  Cawnpore 

I  June  i8or. 
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(Mrs.  Arnold,  July  ist,  i8oi). 


Gallywood,  July  ist,  i8oi. 


How  shall  I,  my  tenderly  beloved  Son,  enter  upon  a  task  the  most  pain¬ 
ful  ?  how  inform  you  of  the  great  and  irreparable  loss  you  have  sustained  ? 
Trusting  much  to  the  arrival  of  good  news,  for  the  restoration  of  your  dear 
father’s  health,  I  did  not  wish  to  inform  you  of  its  declining  state.  He  had 
not  been  well  for  some  months  past,  but  no  immediate  danger  was  appre¬ 
hended,  he  grew  however  suddenly  worse,  and  after  a  week’s  severe  illness  I 
was  deprived  of  an  excellent  husband,  and  you  of  one  of  the  best  of  fathers. 
For  the  last  few  days  he  had  but  short  intervals  of  reason,  and  those  were 
employed  in  railing  down  blessings  upon  his  family.  For  his  own  sake  the 
change  is  a  most  happy  one,  as  the  disappointment  of  all  his  pecumiary 
expectations,  with  the  numerous  vexations  and  mortifications  he  has  endured, 
had  so  broken  his  spirits  and  destroyed  his  nerves,  that  he  has  been  for  a 
long  time  past  incapable  of  the  smallest  enjoyment.  Your  loss,  and  dear 
James’s  hazardous  situation  have  borne  heavily  upon  him,  and  how  truly  are 
his  predictions  that  he  had  parted  with  you  forever,  verified.  The  loss  is  so 
recent,  that  few  other  subjects  can  occupy  my  mind  or  pen,  and  while  I 
know  it  will  be  gratifying  to  you  to  hear  every  particular,  I  trust  I  shall 
not  find  the  task  too  painful  to  execute. 


Your  dear  father’s  complaints  were  considered  as  nervous  and  dropsical  ; 
his  legs  swelled  greatly,  and  his  difficulty  of  breathing  was  at  times  so  great, 
particularly  at  night,  that  he  could  scarcely  lay  down ;  but  as  this  painful 
sensation  was  always  brought  on  by  any  agitation  of  mind,  it  was  for  a  long 
time  considered  to  be  nervous ;  attended  with  many  symptoms  of  extreme 
debility.  On  the  23rd  of  May  we  came  down  to  this  place,  on  a  visit  to 
our  dear  Miss  Fitches,  where  he  evidently  mended;  his  appetite  was  always 
good,  and  he  was  able  to  drive  eight  or  ten  miles  daily,  in  a  Chaise  Cart 
without  springs.  After  remaining  here  eight  days,  business  of  a  harrassing 
nature  drew  him  to  town,  where  he  grew  worse.  The  week  following  was 
fijced  for  our  return  here,  when  a  day  or  two  before  we  were  to  set  off, 
strong  symptoms  of  salivation  appeared  in  his  mouth  which  soon  extended  to 
his  throat,  by  which  he  was  entirely  disabled  from  swallowing,  or  speaking 
for  three  days.  The  small  quantity  of  one  grain  of  Calomel  a  day,  given 
as  an  alterative,  produced  this  dreadful  effect.  The  difficulty  of  breathing, 
and  every  alarming  and  distressing  symptom  rapidly  increased,  and  after  great 
suffering,  he  expired  Sunday  Morning  the  14th  of  June,  at  \  past  6  o  clock, 
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thout  a  groan  Had  I  not  given  you  my  solemn  promise,  my  darling 
Son.  that  I  would  have  no  concealment  from  you,  I  would  not  add  to  your 
u^appmess  by  informing  you  of  the  embarrassed  state  in- which  he  left  his 
Affaim.  Bills  coming  upon  him  from  every  quarter  (among  which  were  some 
o  the  amount  of  ^Soo  from  your  brothers  in  Canada)  he  was  under  the 
necessity  a  week  before  his  death  of  disposing  of  the  Lease  of  the  House  • 
an  we  have  every  reason  to  fear  that  the  property  will  be  totaUy  inadequate 
to  the  payment  of  the  Debts.  Although  so  unsuccessful  in  his  first  attempt 
the  prospect  of  a  war  with  the  Northern  Powers,  induced  him  at  a  heavy 
eitpence  to  fit  out  the  Earl  Spencer  for  a  second  Cruize.  In  pursuit  of  a 
small  priva«er  of  no  value,  She  sprung  her  Main  mast,  and  put  into  Lisbon 
o  refit,  which  occasioned  an  expence  of  ^800.  She  sailed  from  thence  ill 
manned  on  the  26th  of  April,  since  which  she  has  not  been  heard  of  I 
have  not  the  least  hopes  of  any  thing  from  that  quarter,  as  the  Capt.  after 
he  sai.ed  completely  set  your  dear  father  at  defiance.  I  do  not  think  that 
am  at  present  equal  to  copying  the  Will,  but  will  send  it  to  you  as  soon 


(Mrs.  Arnold,  July  31,  1801). 

The  happiness  I  experienced  yesterday,  my  beloved,  my  darling  Son,  was 
such  as  I  did  not  think  was  allotted  to  me  in  this  world.  Your  charming 
letter  of  the  ,6th  Febry.  forwarded  by  Mr.  Carnac,  contains  the  only  intelll 
gence  that  we  have  had  from  you  since  you  passed  Madeira,  and  1,  you 
are  gerting  on  so  weU  is  a  source  of  extreme  gratification  to  me.  As  you 

wshed  that  you  could  have  remained  at  Calcutta,  till  Genl.  Lake’s  arrival  as 
you  have  been  strongly  recommended  to  him.  I  shall  write  to  him  this 
day,  enforcing  what  ha,  already  been  said  to  him,  and  perhaps  my  present 
situation  wiU  give  me  an  additional  Claim  upon  him.  P  1'  F  «“t 

I  am  greatly  surprised  that  you  make  no  mention  of  any  kmdnesses 
received  in  consequence  of  Mrs.  M.’s  recommendations.  You  say  something 
m  a  note  to  George  of  a  present  of  a  horse  from  him,  but  surely  it  canno! 
be  in  this  way  only,  that  civiUties  will  be  shown  you  from  them.  I  had 
hoped  from  every  circumstance,  and  from  her  assurances,  that  you  would  find 

a  home  in  her  family  upon  your  arrival.  Your  letters  by  the  overland 
dispatch  have  never  come  to  hand. 
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You  wish  me  to  enquire  of  Indians  here,  whether  the  expences  you  are 
incurring  are  necessary.  My  reliance  upon  you  makes  this  quite  unnecessary. 
I  am  sure  that  your  goodness  of  heart,  and  affection  for  your  family,  will 
prevent  you  doing  anything  improper  on  the  score  of  expence ;  and  if  I 
deprived  myself  of  every  indulgence,  I  would  not  have  your  rising  prospects 
blighted,  from  the  want  of  the  necessary  means  of  supporting  your  conse¬ 
quence  in  that  country.  Mr.  Carnac  is  not  yet  arrived  from  Cork,  where 
the  Vessell  put  in,  I  long  to  hear  every  particular  of  you  from  him.  Your 
Bills  shall  be  duly  honored. 

I  have  written  you  fully  by  this  Fleet,  (which  has  been  detained  I  suppose 
till  the  arrival  of  one  homeward  bound)  and  have  informed  you  of  the  melancholy 
event  of  your  Father’s  death  ;  his  declining  health  for  many  months  before  gave  no 
hopes  of  his  recovery ;  but  his  last  attack  was  sudden,  and  after  suffering 
greatly  for  a  week,  he  expired  on  the  14th  of  June  without  a  groan.  His 
senses  were  very  imperfect  for  some  days,  and  he  had  but  short  intervals  of 
reason.  I  repeat  these  painful  particulars,  my  beloved  Son,  lest  any  accident 
should  befall  my  other  letter.  I  intended  copying  the  Will,  but  am  not  at 
present  well  enough.  He  left  Richard  and  Henry  [j']0  to  pay  their  debts 
and  settle  them  upon  their  Farm  :  pr  annum  to  his  Sister  :  [zo  pr  an. 

to  a  young  man  in  Canada — and  the  remainder  of  his  property  to  me  during 
my  Widowhood  or  Life,  to  be  disposed  of  by  me,  among  all  his  Children  as 
I  think  proper.  I  am  left  sole  Executrice.  But  you  will  grieve  to  hear, 
my  dear  Edward,  that  there  is  but  little  probability  of  any  thing  being  saved 
to  the  family,  out  of  the  wreck.  I  fear  not  even  the  Furniture,  as  the 
debts  amount  to  upwards  of  ^5000,  indeed  it  is  impossible  at  present  to  say 
to  what  they  will  extend,  as  the  Earl  Spencer  is  still  out,  and  has  not  this 
Cruize  taken  any  thing ;  and  has  besides  her  second  fitting  out,  at  an  expence 
of  j^zooo,  incurred  very  heavy  expences  since.  She  has  sunk  at  least  £^000, 
and  has  involved  us  in  distress  of  every  kind.  Indeed  I  attribute  your  dear 
Father’s  death  entirely  to  the  fatigue,  mortification,  and  distress  she  has 
occasioned.  I  am  making  every  possible  exertion  to  bringing  every  thing  to  a  close, 
but  unless  something  favorable  turns  up,  I  fear  my  own  little  fund  must 
go,  not  being  legally  secured  to  the  Children.  This  is  a  hardship  I  was  not 
till  lately  aware  of,  and  I  would  not  mention  it,  did  I  not  know  that  you 
must  have  drawn  your  Bill  long  ere  this  reaches  you,  and  nothing  shall 
prevent  its  payment  and  you  must  draw  again  if  Necessary. 

And  now  my  dear  Fellow  let  me  turn  to  the  bright  side.  You  will 
do  well, —dear  James  is  well  and  in  spirits ;  acquiring  knowledge  and  daily 
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gaining  friends.  I  met  with  uncommon  kindness  and  attention,  and  in  Mr 
Morse  have  met  with  a  friend  indeed.  Mr.  Coxe  has  also  exerted  himself  greatly 
for  me.  The  Treasury  have  at  last  settled  our  long  Acct.  and  have  decided 
£2000  as  due  to  us.  Mr.  M.  will  get  one  quarter;  I  intend  to  petition 
for  something  for  William  and  I  believe  shaU  also  tiy  to  get  our  pensions 
paid  without  deduction,  which  is  I  am  told  sometimes  done.  My  future 
plans  must  depend  upon  circumstances.  But  I  will  not,  if  I  can  avoid  it, 
live  in  London.  With  George  I  know  not  what  to  do,  but  in  a  little  time 
shaU  be  better  able  to  look  about  me.  The  Earl  Spencer  acct.,  Insurances, 
&c.,  have  harrassed  me  greatly  and  have  occasioned  me  more  writing  than  is 
good  for  me.  How  would  your  presence  have  relieved  me,  but  I  am  not 
so  selfish  as  to  wish  you  here.  The  Fitches  (our  firm  friends)  are  in  town 
looking  out  for  a  fixed  Country  residence.  No  material  change  has  taken 

place  among  your  friends,  or  indeed  can  I  at  present  enter  into  the  chit 
chat  of  London. 

I  shall  long  to  hear  from  you  again,  and  hope  you  will  be  very  parti¬ 
cular  in  everything  relating  yourself.  I  have  now  a  thousand  thi«f»  tS  say 

to  you,  but  must  defer  them,  and  write  to  Genl.  Lake.  God  Almighty 
bless  you,  my  tenderly  beloved  Son. 

Gloucester  Place 
July  31st,  1801. 

Endorsed  1801.  31st  July  Mrs.  A. 

(Mrs.  Arnold, 

II  &  17  Jan.  1804). 

She  died  24  August,  1804. 


Bryanston  Street,  Janry.  nth,  1804. 

Your  last  letter,  my  tenderly  beloved  Son,  of  March  28,  afforded  me 
inexpressible  pleasure.  I  returned  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Almighty  for 
having  preserved  you  from  the  dangers  by  which  you  were  surrounded;  and 
am  delighted  with  the  affectionate  sentiments  you  express  for  me,  and  your 
wishes  to  promote  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  your  family,  by  sharing 
with  them  the  advantages  that  good  fortune  may  throw  in  your  way,  should 
their  necessities  require  it.  Thank  God,  this  is  not  at  present  the  case,  or 
will  be,  I  trust,  while  my  life  is  spared  to  them.  I  have  made  such  an 
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arrangement  of  my  income,  as  to  enable  me  to  spare  from  it  a  little  some¬ 
thing  yearly,  for  the  benefit  of  any  of  my  darling  Children,  who  may  require 
it.  Heretofore  it  has  been  usefully  and  satisfactorily  employed ;  the  first 
year,  with  a  little  addition,  in  paying  your  Bill— the  second,  in  fitting  out 
dear  James,  who  returned  from  Egypt  in  want  of  every  necessary,  and  a 
little  behind-hand  with  his  Agent ;  and  this  year,  the  savings  I  can  make, 
must  be  appropriated  to,  in  part,  to  fitting  out  my  dear  George.  I  am 
making  every  exertion  to  keep  up  as  much  as  possible  the  respectability  of 
the  family,  and  am  determined,  while  it  is  in  my  power  to  prevent  it,  that 

the  fortunes  of  my  Children  shall  not  be  marred  by  the  change  in  our 

situation,  trusting  to  some  fortunate  reverse  in  our  affairs.  I  have  in  many 
of  my  letters  urged  you  not  to  deprive  yourself  of  the  necessary  comforts  and 
indulgences ;  or  the  advantage  of  keeping  up  your  own  consequence  and 
respectability,  by  beginning  too  soon  to  make  a  purse.  I  am  extremely 
gratified  to  find  you  are  now  sufficiently  beforehand ;  as  I  agree  with  you  in 
thinking,  that  making  a  beginning  is  a  great  point  gained.  I  am  at  present 
in  a  painful  state  of  suspense  respecting  George.  Sir  Lionel  Darell,  who 
appointed  him  to  the  College,  is  dead.  I  have  exerted  myself  to  induce  his 
Executor  &  Family  to  interest  themselves  in  procuring  for  him  a  Cavalry 
Cadetship,  to  Bengal,  for  this  Season.  The  business  is  now  before  the  Board, 
and  wdll  be  decided  before  I  close  this.  My  heart  bleeds  at  the  idea  of 

giving  up  another  beloved  Child  ;  but  I  have  no  means  of  providing  for  him 
here.  He  is  a  very  clever  youth,  remarkably  prudent,  and  steady ;  but  has 
little  knowledge  of  the  world,  with  rather  a  disposition  to  be  guided  by  the 
opinions  of  others,  than  to  form,  and  act  up  to  those  of  his  own.  This 
turn  is  desirable  while  he  is  under  the  guidance  of  those  who  are  capable 

of  directing  him,  and  who  have  his  interest  solely  in  view ;  but  might  be 
dangerous  should  he  fall  into  bad  hands,  who  might  lead  him  astray.  His 
character,  at  the  College,  deservedly  stands  very  high.  He  has  there  quite 
imbibed  the  Military  turn ;  and  would,  very  reluctantly,  embrace  any  other 
line  of  life.  In  sending  him  to  India,  I  shall  fit  him  out  as  well  as  is  in 
my  power ;  provide  him  with  the  best  letters  I  can,  and  send  him  out  with 
every  possible  advantage.  But  it  is  to  you,  my  beloved  Son,  that  I  chiefly 
look  as  a  Protector,  Adviser  and  Friend ;  I  shall  not  urge  you  to  exert  your¬ 
self  to  serve  him,  as  I  am  sure  your  own  inclination  will  prompt  you  to 
do  it. 

I  am  half  in  love  with  Col.  St.  Leger,  and  have  read  the  copies  of  his 
letters  over  an  hundred  times ;  such  a  friend  is  invaluable,  and  I  trust  you 
will  ever  preserve  his  good  opinion,  and  friendship.  I  am  disappointed  that 
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General  Lake  should  not  have  availed  himself  of  the  first  opportunity  of 
semng  you  j  but  I  think  he  has  so  pledged  himself,  that  he  must  do  some¬ 
thing  for  you.  You  cannot  be  too  particular  in  teUing  me  the  most  minute 
circumstances  relating  to  yourself;  as  every  thing  that  concerns  you  is 
highly  interesting. 

My  health  is  but  indifferent ;  I  have  an  internal  complaint  that  requires 
great  attention,  and  obliges  me  to  forego  the  gratification  of  the  table ;  and 
subjects  me  to  much  confinement.  I  have  been  prohibited  for  nine  months 
past,  from  the  use  of  animal  food,  wine,  etc.,  and  can  take  scarcely  any 
exercise,  but  am  chiefly  confined  to  a  recumbent  position.  My  complaint  is 
almost  whoUy  local,  and  has  not  yet  materially  affected  my  general  health, 
a  ure  can  e  effected,  I  shall  think  nothing  of  my  present  deprivations  ; 

^  utmost  importance  to  my  family.  I  can 

with  truth  assure  you,  my  beloved  Son,  that  I  have  wholly  conquered  the 
depression  of  spirits,  that  at  one  time,  had  nearly  overpowered  me.  It  has 
perhaps,  proved  useful  to  me ;  as,  whenever  I  feel  a  disposition  to  repine  a^ 
my  present  altered  situation,  I  draw  a  comparison  between  my  present  feelings 
and  the  agonising  ones  of  two  years  back,--and  am  silenced.  And  my 
riends  could  tell  you  that  I  am  very  rarely  out  of  spirits,  or  out  of  temper. 

eave  a  sigh,  when  I  reflect  upon  my  separation  from  the  best 
(^ildren  in  the  world ;  but  I  endeavour  to  console  myself  with  the  hope 
that  they  are  happy,  as  they  are  good.  My  boasted  philosophy  is  at  present 
put  a  httle  to  the  trial,  respecting  our  dear  James ;  accounts  have  reached 
me  of  the  death  of  General  and  Mrs.  Grenfield,  of  the  yeUow  fever,  at 
arbadoes,  to  which  place  James  had  returned,  after  his  expedition  to 
Demarara,  of  the  surrender  of  which,  you  have  no  doubt  heard.  My  last 
letters  rom  him  were  of  Novr.  3rd.,  at  which  time  he  particularly  mentions 
the  healthiness  of  the  Island.  These  came  by  the  last  Packet,  but  letters  of 
a  later  date  bring  the  above  distressing  intelligence;  and  these  were  pro- 
ably  forwarded  to  Tortola,  the  last  Island  at  which  the  Packet  touches. 

kT  t'  I  11^!  ^^^bled,  I  have  no  doubt,  to  give  you  further  intelligence 
Delore  1  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  dispatching  this.  Sir  Charles  Green  is 
appointed  to  succeed  General  Grenfield,  as  Commander  in  Chief,  and  I  hope 
through  our  friends  the  Farquhars,  who  are  acquainted  with  him,  to  get 
letters  of  recommendation  to  him  for  James.  Sophia  is  improving  very  much 
in  every  way ;  she  is  resuming  her  Music,  and  with  so  much  perseverence, 
that  I  redly  think  she  will  make  a  proficiency  in  it.  She  is  so  much 
improved  in  her  drawing,  that  she  is  quite  ashamed  of  those  she  sent  you, 
y  Col.  Chnton.  She  has  succeeded  extremely  well  in  copying  your  Minia- 


*•1 


'T  *.40 


)o '^iffonoqqo  io  Hdsati4  bslUvs  aviul  ]oa  blxK^He  uisasO 

-amog  ob  Jeura  »/i  jjwIj  .ifaemiil  b^balq  oe  esrf  ‘)d  iolrfj  I  ii/dl  ;  "<»v 
91004X0  j»om  bHj  90;  ai  ^slooiiisq  ooj  sd  jonoso  ooY  .ooy  lol  :gdull  ■  vj_  »'  ^X-y^ 

>i  oo'^  unaooo?  i*ii)  ^au(}  x^vn  u  ;  Hanoi:^  oi  gBatki  eaoRXTtai  sraflU  ■  -4  . 

ntiopsi  Juit  ioulqxuod  IsoiiMtu  ox  svoxi  1  jostsBibai  lod  «  " 

bo*  ;9W*J  9ili  lo  noiti^Bims  aiiJ  o§3ioi  oj  am  eagifdki  bo*  ,ncb(i9)>« 
t^iioom  90X0  iiol  t.'indidotq  naad  dvxol  I  .msm^ahnoo  xboxn  o)  »ra  giDaidv# 

^fl*  x^99i&9e  oitii  0*9  bo*  ,.9X9.  ,aaiw  <boo)  i*m^  io  ^v^sdi  cnoil  ,)*sx| 

It  joLtlqisoa  .noitioDq  lasdxnuosi  *  o}  baoBno^  {ibixia  mx.  juJ 

^.dtU»d  1*1909^  xoi»b9339f::i  vUtxisifioi  }9X  bos  (i£9of  \Uoilvr  .^otnli. 

j  inoimnqab  insmq  xoi  io^  ^idjoa  jfoiii  Ibda^  I  jbsjMBa  .dd  xuo  9io3  s  M 
0*9  I  .xUoti^  xf**  iK>fl*itoqxn(  }«>m;70  9iiJ  lo  ^  ^  ^ ' 

9x1;  b»i90pao9  rliotiif/  ovtd  1  t*47  <flo8  b&volad  x®  s^*^*’*  ^.4^*n5  djiw 
tt&d  il  .9X0  b9t9Woqiovo  ,«itiq»  io  nozMsiipIl  ’ 

7*  9iitqM  OJ  ooijiioqiib  s  laai  I  lavaoarfw  ,**  :  am 'oi  ix/biv  bsvoiq  jtqaxlia^ 

■• .  f** 

'^(tgoibo!  jfloesjq  x^n  osowJod  xtotbeqatoo  *  tf^MW**^**^  bWaJls  Jootaiq  x^ 

Xra  bfiA  .badodUr  oi*  bo*— ,iosd  sieox  owi  te  eaoo  gniuoo;^  9xb  boo 
,j9qni9j  Jq^  lac  to  .uiiiqi  1o  Jao  ^hw  \iifv  me  I  Jeifa  oox’  H??  blooo  sbo^d! 

Jwd  sdj  .fljoii  cotJiia*q»«  xi®  o^^qw  JaofiaT  I*' nsxiw  (dfi*.  *  avfisxl  xtallq  I 
sqod  9ixl}  xijiv  li9«xa  9lotao9  oj  ix/ov*9bxt9  I  3ud  i  bhow  9dt  oi  raib&iO 
jixaiqiq  ia  ti  xdqoforixlq  boticod  xM  .boo^  sJ*  X^Hj  is  «vqq*t{  9T* 
b9fl9S9T  97*d  xjaoooD*  ;  >9xnfi(  i&»b  tOo  foitao^T  axij  oi  9t)}il  * 

js  «19V95  woU9x  »xb  lo  rbbdnsTO  .eJl/  bn*  ■  I*T9a90  io  disab  9d5  io  90* 

OJ  noxiiboqxo  lid  T9ib  ^bootiiJoi  bml  oaolq  doidw  oj  ,»<^ib6d'adi 

J«*f  Jdffob  oo  9T*d  oox  ,xi3iidv;  lo  Tobnainxa  9dj,.-io  ,5.)ti*xna4t  ' 

looiJxraai  i^ToiooIj'nq  dd  imb  ibidt/  ia  t.bj£  .tVoM  b  otow  odd  tooii  sisurf  ’’ 
lo  noiial  Jtrd  ,J9jfo«*f  J»1  sdi  x*^  sxnw  sttoiKr  .bxtefsl  adJ  io  e«9flixhl*9d  9dJ^ 

•oiq  9T9W  9e9dj  bn*  {jKtOd^jlbjoI  aoinaiJitb  avodc  sdJ  ;)Ahd  sjeb  toj*!  • 

.•sdbooj  Jsi^icSf  atU  dqjdw  J*  bnidt^i  j«*I  9cIj  .iIojtoT  bobtc  Ariol  r^did 
osnoatibini  ladiTtrl  ttox  oj  ,j<ioob  oa  jvad  I  (iK.id*a9  ad  Ilfide 
H  osotO  caInxD  ^i8  .eid^  ^^oixbJiqiib  io  x»toiiJToqqo  o*  9V*ii  ll«d»  I  sicAsd 
^od  I  bo*  «bidO  oi  i9bn«ctuB^  cc  JibhanS)  UtanoQ  hasaooi  oJ  bsJuioliqs 
j»S  rAjid  xlitw  ba}ni*o|m  m*  oxhv^  (n*dO(>iK^  9iij  ebnohl  too  dauetd) 
fbxjxn  x^sv  fflijroiqffli  at  *Miqo2  .i»xn*|^  lol  aid  os  twitabsfynua^joi  la  irtoaMl'- 
(Ooaoiovsmq  dsoia  oi  djiiv  bn*  »9Ux»M  lod  ^  Xtt^  ox 

doata  01  ti  9dd  .ji  ox  pa^ioBoin  c  i>iam  Uiw  axia  ioiiJ  ^ 

,iiov  .iJxt9«  od<  otoiij  kt^bamads*  oJiop  at  ddi  jsdj  ,^ntw*Tb  t9xl' oi  bsvot^^i 
-aioiM  Toox  bobMooua  lad  »di  .ocMOfO  .bO  x^ 


it 


6s 


ture ;  and  is  practising  the  Ivory  painting.  She  reads  a  great  deal,  and  turns 
her  attention  greatly  to  religious  subjects.  She  will  make  a  most  excellent 
Wife,  to  any  man  who  is  so  fortunate  as  to  get  her ;  but  in  these  times 
of  extravagance  and  of  selfishness  in  your  sex,  there  is  but  little  chance  of 
her  marrying,  having  but  a  moderate  share  of  beauty,  and  no  money. 


Janry.  17  th,  1804. 

Still,  my  beloved  Son,  we  are  in  suspence  respecting  James,  and  no 
Packet  is  due  for  a  week  to  come.  We  are  in  hourly  dread  of  Invasion. 

^  Boniparte  being  certainly  in  a  complete  state  of  preparation,  and  the  un¬ 
common  mildness  of  the  weather,  and  constant  Southerly  Winds,  favoring  his 
designs.  We  are  well  prepared  to  receive  him,  and,  I  think,  shall  no  doubt, 
cause  him  to  repent  his  rashness ;  but  if  he  comes  there  will  be  a  dreadful 
scene  of  bloodshed ;  and  great  distress  will  come  to  many  individuals.  I 
hardly  dare  to  turn  my  thoughts  to  my  own  situation,  deprived  of  the 
means  of  support,  and  incapable  from  ill  health,  of  making  any  exertion. 
Should  George  go  to  India,  I  have  a  resource  in  America,  where  I  should 
probably  be  under  the  necessity  of  taking  Sophia  and  William ;  political 
reasons  would  render  me  very  averse  to  taking  a  Son,  at  a  more  advanced 
age,  there. 

I  received  a  letter,  about  a  month  ago,  from  Henry,  informing  me  of 
the  death  of  his  Aunt,  of  a  nervous  fever.  I  felt  shocked  at  first,  but  a 
little  reflection  convinced  me  that  it  was  an  event  not  greatly  to  be  lamented; 
as  the  remainder  of  her  life  did  not  promise  much  of  comfort,  or  happiness. 
It  is  a  great  consolation  to  me,  that  she  was  with  her  Nephews,  from  whom 
she  received  every  aflFectionate  attention  ;  and  that  I  have  constantly  supplied 
her  with  the  means  of  procuring  every  comfort,  that  her  situation  would 
admit  of. 

After  indescribable  labor,  anxiety  and  distress,  I  have  nearly  brought  my 
Executorship  business  to  a  close ;  it  is  but  an  unfortunate  one ;  but  being 
better  than,  at  one  time,  I  had  reason  to  expect,  I  made  up  my  mind  to  the 
event.  The  payment  of  the  Debts  was  ever  my  great  object,  and  this  I 
have  effected,  except  two  or  three  (chiefly  relating  to  Insurances)  which  could 
not  be  sooner  assertained,  but  which  there  is  sufficient  Aloney  to  pay.  I 
have  paid  already  Debts  to  the  Amount  of  £6000 ;  as  you  know,  almost 
wholly  incurred  by  that  vile  Vessel ;  to  accomplish  this  I  have  been  obliged 
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to  make  a  Sacrifice  of  many  articles  of  comfort  which  I  ha'd  ever  considered 
as  exclusively  my  own.  I  sold  my  Furniture,  Wine,  &c.,  and  have  not 
reserved  even^  a  towel  or  a  tea  spoon,  that  I  have  not  paid  for.  I  have  been 
a  thousand  times  less  liberal  to  myself,  than  any  other  Executor  could  have 
been ;  but  my^  own  conscience  is  satisfied,  and  I  have  now  reconciled  myself 
to  the  distressing  issue.  Well  educated,  and  virtuously  brought  up,  I  trust 
my  dear  Sons  will  be  able  to  make  their  own  way  in  the  world ;  and  will 
even  be  able  to  assist  their  Sister,  should  my  death,  or  any  other  event, 
render  their  aid  necessary.  From  my  dear  Father,  I  have  weU  founded 
expectations ;  and  if  this  vile  Boniparte  will  leave  us  at  rest,  and  our  Pensions 
are  secured  to  us,  I  wiU  enjoy  what  is  left  me,  with  thankfulness  and  grati¬ 
tude.  Your  character,  my  beloved  Son,  and  dear  James’s,  are  fully  estab¬ 
lished,  and  stand  very  highly  in  the  estimation  of  the  world ;  George  is 
following  your  footsteps,  and  has  indeed  highly  distinguished  himself  at  the 
CoUege ;  your  Sister  is  beloved  by  all  who  know  her,  and  is  considered  as  an 
uncommonly  exceUent  girl ;  and  little  William  gives  a  fair  prospect  of  turning 
out  well.  These  are  blessings,  for  which  I  cannot  be  too  thankful,  and  of 
which  I  certainly  am  not  insensible.  And  when  I  draw  a  comparison  between 
my  domestic  comforts,  and  those  of  my  more  wealthy  friends,  I  sit  down 
contented,  if  not  happy.  You  see,  my  dear  fellow,  I  am  endeavouring  to 
practice  the  philosophy  you  so  strongly  and  properly  recommend.  And  now  for 
a  little  chit-chat,  which  however  may  only  be  a  repetition  of  a  great  deal 
that  Sophia’s  journal,  which  I  have  not  read,  may  contain,  Jock  Shedden  is 
to  be  married  tomorrow,  to  Miss  Lewis,  the  daughter  of  Mat  Lewis,  late 
of  the  War  Office ;  he  gets  some  Money ;  good  Military  Interest ;  and  a 
very  dashing^  Wife.  I  beheve  Bridger  is  to  marry  Mary  Goodrich ;  this  is, 
m  my  opinion,  a  match  of  less  splendour,  but  more  happiness.  You  have 
been  informed  that  Augusta  married  a  Capt.  Dick  of  the  Navy;  she  is  near 
her  confinement.  Mr.  Goodrich  gives  his  daughter  ^5000.  The  Douglases 
stiU  remain  single,  owing  perhaps  to  their  probably  looking  too  high  and 
^me  family  infirmity.  Miss  Hammond’s  disappointment  in  love,  respecting 
Capt.  Hood,  will  probably  keep  her  single.  Of  our  late  Gloucester  Place 
neighbours,— The  Gardiners  have  some  time  ago  lett  their  house,  and  retired 
into  the  Country;  they  have  since  been  upon  the  Continent,  where  she 
presented  him  with  a  Son ;  soon  after  which,  they  returned  to  England, 
w^ere  she  remains,  while  he  is  again  employed  abroad,  upon  some  secret 
mission;  no  doubt,  a  very  advantageous  one  to  himself.  Governor  Hornby 
being  dead,  Mr.  Hornby  has  come  into  his  immense  wealth,  and  has 
removed  to  Portman  Square.  The  Dawsons,  Mrs.  Petre,  &c.,  have  lett 
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their  houses ;  in  short  it  is  quite  a  different  place  from  what  it  was,  and 
far  less  desirable. 

The  Fitches  have  at  last  settled  in  Hampshire,  where  they  have  got  a 
very  good  house,  in  an  expensive  neighbourhood,  and  very  little  society. 
They  have  been  there  but  a  few  months,  since  which,  I  have  not  seen 
them,  but  I  greatly  fear  that  they  are  not  quite  satisfied  with  their  choice. 
Mrs.  Vassall  lost  her  little  boy,  but  she  is  coming  to  towm  in  a  few  weeks, 
with  the  hope  of  repairing  his  loss.  The  family  of  the  Vassalls  are  sadly 
scattered ;  Margaret  &  Ann  at  a  little  lodging  at  Clapham  ;  Charlotte  in  a 
similar  one  at  Richmond ;  Nat  at  Kew,  and  Ivliss  Vassall  in  Herefordshire. 
I  believe  I  told  you,  as  a  secret,  that  Margaret  and  Warren  were  soon  to 
be  united ;  I  do  not  understand  why  it  is  delayed  ;  and  have  some  doubts  of 
its  ever  taking  place.  Bidwell  is  still  single.  Mrs.  Middleton  is  stiU  near 
Windsor ;  she  says,  in  expectation  of  her  husband’s  speedy  return  to  this 
Country,  but  I  suspect  she  will  be  disappointed.  She  still  makes  -projessions  of 
regard  for  me,  but  I  believe  there  was  more  reality,  when  I  had  more  the 
power  of  contributing  to  her  comforts,  and  convenience.  Airs.  Tod  is, 
rationally,  enjoying  the  comforts  of  her  Cottage.  The  Whitefoords  are  her 
neighbours  still ;  tormented  with  their  servants ;  and  enjoying  less  happiness 
than  many,  who  are  not  so  much  blessed  with  fortune’s  favors.  I  find 
excellent  friends  in  my  neighbours  the  Mallets.  The  good  Mr.  Coxe,  to 
whom  I  owe  a  great  deal,  is  going  next  month  to  America,  in  the  hope  of 
recovering  a  large  property  lately  left  him  ;  but  of  which  his  relations  there, 
wish  to  deprive  him,  under  the  idea  of  his  being  an  Ahen. 

Adieu  for  the  present,  my  tenderly  beloved  Son ;  I  shall  probably,  before 
I  have  an  opportunity  of  sending  this,  be  able  to  ascertain  James’s  safety, 
and  George’s  destination.  Heaven  bless  and  preserve  you. 
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APPENDIX  IV. 

A.  TABLE  SHOWING  CONNECTIONS  OF  BENEDICT  ARNOLD  MENTIONED  IN  THE  TEXT. 


(i)  Margaret  Mansfield 
m.  27  Feb.  1767 
oh.  19  June  1775. 


BENEDICT  ARNOLD 
b.  at  Nor\^■ich,  Conn., 

14  Jan.  1741. 
oh.  in  London,  14  June 
1801.  Buried  at 
Battersea,  2i  June  1801. 


Benedict  RICHARD  ARNOLD  =  Margaret  Weatherhead,  Henry 


1768 — 95 
o.s.f. 


1769—1847. 


da.  of  Samuel  of 
Augusta,  Canada. 


h.  1772. 


(i)  MARGARET  SHIPPEN,  da.  of 
Judge  EDWARD  SHIPPEN, 
b.  -.1  June  1760,  m.  15  April,  1779, 
ob.  24  Aug.  1804.  Buried  at 
Battersea,  25  A.ug.  1804. 


EDWARD 
SHIPPEN 
ARNOLD 
1780 — 1813 
o.s.p. 


Janies  Robertson 
I78( — 1854 
o.s.p 

m.  Virgin.!,  da. 
of  Bartlett 
Goalrich  of 
Salitg  Glove, 
Essec, 


OPHIA  MATILDA^COL.  POWNOLL 


1785—1828 
Buried  at 
Battersea. 


PHIPPS, 
East  India  Co., 
(1780 — 1858). 


Y 


GEORGE 

1787- 

1828. 


\/ 


WM.  FITCH  ARNOLD  =  Elizabeth 

Cecilia, 
da.  of  Capt. 


1794 — 1846 
Capt.  19th 
Lancers.  J.P. 
for  Bucks. 


Alex. 

R.N. 


Ruddack, 


George  Edward  Henry  James 
o.s.p 


EUen  Amelia=James  Porter. 


Rev  Edward  =Lady  Charlotte 
Gladwin  Georgiana, 

183 — 1887  eldest  da.  of 

Marquis  of 
Cholmondeley. 
ob.  1912. 


Wm.  Traill 
o.s.p. 

Capt.  4th  (K.O.) 
Regt. 

1826—53. 


Georgiana  Phipps  Rev.  Canon  John  Stephenson. 
(3rd  daughter)  I  ob.  1905- 

1827 — 1862. 


HELEN  SOPHIA  =  Barclay  BourchierCHxAiDWICK 


PHILIPPA  A.  F.,  da.=T[iEODORE  EDWARD  STEPHENSON, 
of  Col.  Gordon  C.B.,  Major  General 

Watson.  M  ob.  1928. 
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B.  TABLE  showing  the  descent  and  connection  of  the  FAMILIES  of  SAMUEL  FITCH  and  WILLIAM  VASSALL. 


James  Fitch  (1622 — 1702)  b.  at  Bocking, 
Essex  ;  settled  in  New  England,  163S  ;  ordained 
first  minister  of  Saybrook,  Conn.  ;  removed  to 
Norwich,  Conn.,  1660  ;  m.  (i)  Abigail,  da.  of 
Rev.  Hy.  Whitfield  by  whom  six  children. 


Gov.  Bradford  of 
(ii)  Priscilla  Mason  the  “  Mayflower.' 
(eight  children).  I 


Rev.  Samuel  Whiting 
(Minister  of  Windham). 


Elizabeth 

Adams. 


Joseph  Fitch  (seventh  son) 
1681-1741  ;  settled  at  Lebanon, 
Conn.;  m.  (i)  Sarah  Mason. 


=  (ii)  Anne  Whiting 
I  (1698  -  1778) 

I  of  Newhaven, 

I  Conn. 


Mary  Whiting 
m.  Rev.  Thos. 
Clap,  President 
of  Yale,  1740. 


Colonel  Nathan 
Whiting 
1724-1771. 


John  Vassal!  of  Ratcliffe,  Stepney  ;  and  Cockseyhurst,  Eastwood,  Essex. 
Alderman,  ob.  1623  (of  plague),  m.  (ii)  ir:  1580,  Anna  Russell  of  Ratcliffe,  ob.  1593. 

Samuel  Vassall  (1586-1667),  Patentee  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  1628; 
Alderman  ;  M.P.  1640/41  and  Parliamentarian. 

I 

John  Vassall 

(settled  in  Jamaica)  =  Anna  Lewis. 

Leonard  Vassall  =  Ruth  Gale  of  Jamaica, 

b.  1678  in  Jamaica, 
ob.  1737  at  Boston. 


1 

SAMUEL  FITCH,  Barrister,  b.  1724 
at  Lebanon,  Conn.  Educated  Yale,  1742. 
Settled  at  Boston,  Mass.  H.M.  Advocate 
General  in  Court  of  Admiralty  for  Provinces 
of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  New  England, 
Solicitor  to  the  Customs  Commission  in 
Boston,  owned  Distillery  at  Norwich  (Conn.) 
and  lands  in  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont. 
Active  Loyalist  ;  fled  from  Boston,  Mar. 
1776  ;  arrived  in  London  (probably  via 
Halifax)  end  of  1777  ;  lived  at  21,  Portman 
Street ;  awarded  £150  p.a.  by  Government, 
increased  to  £200  in  1784  and,  in  1790,  granted 
£5000,  annuity  of  £550  and  pension  £260. 
ob.  at  33,  Devonshire  Street,  Cavendish  Square, 
4th  Oct.  1799  :  Buried  at  Battersea  and 
commemorated  by  a  tablet  there. 


Elizabeth  Lloyd,  b.  1723,  sister  of  Dr. 
James  Lloyd  of  Boston,  Loyalist  (1728-1810). 
ob.  15  P'eb.  1800,  buried  at  Battersea. 


Colonel  Eleazar  Fitch,  b.  1726,  Yale  1743,  m. 
Amy  Bowen,  1746.  Lawyer,  loyalist,  im¬ 
prisoned  in  America. 

I 

George  Fitch  (11th  child),  b.  1761. 


Colonel  John  Vassall. 


John  Vassall,  b, 
1738.  Settled 
at  Bath,  m. Eliz¬ 
abeth,  sister  of 
Lieut.  -Governor 
Thomas  Oliver, 
1760,  oh.  at 
Bristol,  1797. 


Elizabeth,  m. 
Lieut. -Governor 
Thomas  Oliver, 
1761. 


John  Spencer  Thomas  Thomtis  OUver 


WILLIAM  VASS.ALL,  b.  23  Novr.  1715; 
Harvard  1733  ;  purchased  Estate  at 
Boston,  Mass.  1758;  oivned  sugar  planta¬ 
tion  at  Hanover,  Jam  ;  High  Sheriff  for 
M'sex,  Mass.,  1774  ;  Loyalist  ;  Fled  to 
England  1778  ;  At  Battersea  Rise  by 
1782  where  he  died  8  May,  1800 ; 
Buried  at  Battersea,  and  is  commemorated 
by  a  tablet  there.  m.  (i)  Ann  Davis, 
ob.  1760,  by  w'hom  eleven  children  : — 

1.  William. 

2.  Henry  ob.  1845,  m.  Margaret  Harvie 

Graeme,  1779,  at  St.  Marylebone. 

3.  Sarah.  4.  Lucretia.  5.  Fanny  and 

others. 


(ii)  Margaret  Hubbard, 
b.  1722  ;  oh.  6  Feb. 
1794  at  Battersea  ; 
Sister  of  Dr.  Natha¬ 
niel  Hubbard  of 
Stamford,  Conn., and 
of  Ann  Flubbard,  ob. 
1785,  at  Battersea. 


WUliam  Fitch,  b.  1756,  took  Some  unknown 
part  in  X  of  Bunker  Hill,  as  a  daughters  ? 
volunteer,  June  1775.  Commis¬ 
sion  in  65th  Regt.,  -Aug.  1775. 

Capt.  61st  Regt.  in  Ireland,  1788. 

Lieut. -Col.  83rd  Regt.  of  Foot. 

Killed  in  action  in  Jamaica,  12 
Sept.  1795,  o.s.p.  Bequeathed 
£500  to  William  Fitch  Arnold. 


Ann  Fitch,  b.  Boston,  1759. 
Joint  Trustee,  with  ler  sister 
Sarah,  of  Benedict  Arnold’s 
Estate.  Friend  and  Executor 
of  Mrs.  Arnold.  At  Gcllywood, 
Essex,  1800.  o6.  at  Old  Sodbury, 
Gloucestershire,  1839,  and  buried 
there. 


Sarah  Fitch 
b.  at  Boston, 
Mass.,  1763, 
British  Sub¬ 
ject.  Joint 
Trustee  of 
Benedict  Ar¬ 
nold’s  Estate. 

Friend  of  Mrs. 

Arnold.  At 
Gallywood,  1800,  Hamp¬ 
shire,  1803.  ob.]a.t  Brook 
House,  Old  Sodbury, 
Gloucestershire,  20  May, 
1851,  and  buried  there. 


I 

=  Leonard  Vassall 
(elder  son) 

Barrister,  b.  at 
I  Boston,  Mass.  1764, 

British  Subject.  Ed¬ 
ucated  Oriel  College, 

.  Oxford,  1782,  B.A., 

'  1786.  Called  to  the 
bar,  Lincolns  Inn, 

:  1793,  m.  Sarah  Fitch  Oct.  1801. 

1  Lived  previously  at  Kew,  then  in 
1  Hampshire,  ob.  at  Brook  House, 
'  Old  Sodbury,  Gloucestershire,  1859. 
\  Buried  and  commemorated  by 
I  window  and  inscription  there. 


1 

Margaret,  b.  1761 
o.s.p. at  Old  Sodbury, 
Glouces.,  Dec.  1819. 
Buried  at  Battersea, 
3  Jan.  1820,  where 
she  caused  tablet  to 
be  erected,  Jan.  1820 


I 

Ann  and 
Charlotte 
(twins) 
b.  1762. 


I 

Elizabeth  Margaret  Vassall, 
b.  1804,  buried  at  Battersea 
1824. 


Laura  Ann  Matilda  Vassall  =  Robert  Kcr  D’Esterre 
b.  1805,  buried  at  Old  Sodbury  of  Rossmanaher, 

1834.  o.s.p.  Tablet.  Co.  Clare,  .Ireland. 


Nathaniel, 
Capt.,  R.N,, 
b.  1768. 


I 
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APPENDIX  V.  (Vide  Isaac  N.  Arnold’s  “Life  of  Benedict  Arnold,”  p.  380.) — 


ACCOUNT  OF  A  DUEL 

-  BETWEEN 

GENERAL  ARNOLD  and  LORD  LAUDERDALE. 
Seconds  LORD  HAWKE  and  Mr.  FOX. 
July  7th,  1792. 


A  Statement  of  the  affair  of  honor,  decided  between  Lord  Lauderdale  and 
Genl,  Arnold,  on  Sunday  Morning  the  ist  of  July,  near  Kilburn  Wells. 


The  parties  met  about  8  o’clock.  Lord  Lauderdale  with  his  friend  Mr.  Fox, 
and  Lord  Hawke  as  the  friend  of  General  Arnold,  the  parties  agreed  to  fire  to¬ 
gether,  on  a  word  given  by  Mr.  Fox.  Lord  Lauderdale  received  Genl.  Arnold’s 
fire  (which  was  without  effect)  and  reserved  his  own.  Lord  Hawke  told  Lord 
Lauderdale  that  he  believed  his  pistol  had  missed  fire,  and  desired  him  to  fire,  he 
was  also  called  upon  by  Genl.  Arnold  to  fire  (who  kept  his  ground  for  that 
purpose)  which  his  Lordship  declined  saying  that  he  had  no  enmity  to  Genl. 
Arnold.  Lord  Hawke  then  observed  that  he  supposed  Lord  Lauderdale  would  not 
object  to  say  that  he  did  not  mean  to  asperse  Genl.  Arnold’s  character,  which  his 
Lordship  declined,  saying  that  in  whatever  he  had  formerly  said  he  did  not  mean  to 
wound  Genl.  Arnold’s  feelings,  he  should  not  explain  what  he  had  said,  and  that 
Genl.  Arnold  might  fire  again  if  he  chose.  This  Lord  Hawke  and  Genl.  Arnold 
said  was  impossible.  Then  Lord  Lauderdale  said  he  would  not  retract  his  words, 
but  was  sorry  if  any  man  felt  hurt  by  them,  on  which  General  Arnold  said  that 
was  not  a  proper  apology  such  as  he  should  make  himself  in  a  similar  situation 
and  again  insisted  on  his  Lordship’s  firing.  Lord  Lauderdale  after  some  short 
conversation  with  Genl.  Arnold  and  the  Seconds,  came  forward  very  handsomely 
like  a  man  of  honor,  and  declared  “  That  he  had  no  enmity  against  Genl.  Arnold, 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  asperse  his  Character  or  wound  his  feelings,  and  was 
sorry  that  Genl.  Arnold  or  any  other  person  should  be  hurt  at  what  he  had  said.” 
General  Arnold  told  Lord  Lauderdale,  that  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  his 
apology,  provided  that  their  seconds  as  men  of  honor  would  say  that  he  ought  to 
be  so,  which  they  both  did. 


Portland  Place. 
July  yth,  1792. 


Moderate  and  unexaggerated. 

This  is  a  true  statement  of  the  dispute  between  General  Arnold  and  Lord 
Lauderdale  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief — on  the  part  of  General 
Arnold  .  .  .  Haw’ke. 
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APPENDIX  VI. ~ 

A.  THE  WILL  OF  BENEDICT  ARNOLD 
(P.C.C.  Abercrombie,  f.  439). 

The  last  Will  and  Testament  of  Benedict  Arnold.  I,  Benedict  Arnold  of  the 
City  of  London  being  of  sound  Mind  and  Memory  do  make  and  constitute  this 
my  last  Will  and  Testament  in  manner  following.  Imprimis  It  is  my  Will  that 
all  my  Just  Debts  and  Funeral  Expenses  be  first  paid ;  the  latter  I  request  may  be 
only  decent  but  by  no  means  attended  with  any  expence  that  can  possibly  be 
avoided.  Item  I  give  to  my  Sister  Hannah  Arnold  Forty  pounds  Sterling  per 
annum  during  her  natural  Life  to  be  paid  to  her  annually  out  of  Interest  of”  such 
Monies  or  Income  of  such  Estate  as  I  may  die  possessed  of,  provided  she  shall 
and  does  give  up  to  my  Heirs  or  Executors  all  Obligations  that  she  may  have 
against  me  and  does  also  relinquish  all  Claims  against  my  Estate  except  for  the 
Annuity  before  mentioned.  Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  sons  Richard  and 
Henry  all  Sums  of  Money  that  they  are  in  any  wise  Indebted  to  me,  and  having 
in.  the  course  of  the  last  and  present  year  written  to  them  to  Draw  Bills  of 
Exchange  upon  me  in  London  for  the  following  Sums  of  money  Viz‘ :  One  hundred 
and  eighty  pounds  Sterling  (to  make  up  a  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds  part  of 
which  I  have  paid  to  them)  to  enable  them  to  Build  and  Stock  their  farm  in 
Canada.  Also  two  hundred  and  thirty  pounds  Sterling  to  enable  them  to  pay 
two  protested  Bills  as  also  three  hundred  and  sixty  pounds  Sterling  to  enable  them 
to  pay  all  their  Debts  due  in  January  i8or  to  the  total  amount  adding  these 
sums  of  Seven  hundred  and  seventy  pounds  Sterling,  I  give  and  bequeath  the 
before  mentioned  Sums  of  Money  to  my  sons  Richard  and  Henry  equally  and  it 
is  my  WiU  and  Pleasure  that  these  Bills  of  Exchange  for  the  before  mentioned 
Sums  be  honored  by  my  Executors  and  paid  out  of  the  Estate  I  may  die  possessed 
of.  Item  I  Give  Devise  and  Bequeath  to  my  Beloved  Wife  her  Heirs,  Executors 
and  Administrators  aU  my  Estate  both  Real  and  Personal  that  I  may  die  possessed 
of  after  paymg  my  Debts  and  Legacies  as  before  and  hereinafter  mentioned  for  her 
own  use  and  benefit  during  her  continuing  a  Whdow  and  to  be  disposed  of  among 
all  my  Children  at^  her  Death  as  she  may  think  proper  not  doubting  her  doing 
them  all  equal  justice.  But  should  she  Marry  again  Then  it  is  in  that  case  my 
Will  and  Pleasure  that  all  my  property  shaU  divided  among  my  Children  upon  her 
second  Marriage  and  in  that  case  I  hereby  Give  Devise  and  Bequeath  all  my 
Estate  both  Real  and  Personal  that  I  may  have  or  die  possessed  of  to  my  Children 
to  be  divided  among  them  in  such  equal  proportions  as  my  beloved  Wife  shall 
think  Just  and  Proper,  consideration  being  had  to  these  Sums  of  Money  that  they 
have  already  received^  and  that  have  been  Expended  upon  them  for  their  Education 
&c.  And  Consideration  being  also  had  to  their  respective  Ages  and  Situations  in 
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Life  not  doubting  that  she  will  do  them  all  equal  Justice  as  she  knows  it  is  and 
has  always  been  my  intention  (as  my  affection  has  been  equally  divided  among 
them)  to  make  an  equal  provision  for  them  aU.  Item  I  give  devise  and  bequeath 
to  John  Sage,  now  in  Canada,  living  with  my  Sons  there  (being  about  14  years 
of  age),  twelve  hundred  Acres  of  Land  being  part  of  a  Grant  of  thirteen 
thousand  four  hundred  Acres  of  Land  made  to  me  as  an  Half  Pay  Officer  for 
myself  and  Family  by  Order  of  the  Duke  of  Portland  by  his  letter  directed  to 
Peter  RusseU  Esquire  President  of  the  Council  in  Upper  Canada  dated  the  12th  of 
June  1798  which  said  1200  Acres  of  Land  I  give  to  him  to  be  located  altogether 
in  one  place  out  of  the  before  mentioned  Grant  as  my  Executors  may  judge  equal 
and  fair.  I  also  do  hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  the  said  John  Sage  twenty 

pounds  per  annum  to  be  paid  to  my  Sons  Richard  and  Henry  for  his  use  for 
Board  Cloathing  and  Education  untill  he  shall  be  of  the  Age  of  Twenty  one  Years 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  Estate  I  may  die  possessed  of.  I  also  give  and  bequeath 
to  the  said  John  Sage  fifty  pounds  to  be  paid  to  him  when  he  shall  attain  the 
age  of  twenty  one  years.  I  do  hereby  Constitute  and  Appoint  my  Beloved  Wife 
Sole  Executrix  to  this  my  last  WiU  and  Testament.  And  in  case  my  Wife  should 
Marry  again  or  die  Intestate  I  do  hereby  Constitute  and  Appoint  Miss  Ann  Fitch 
and  Miss  Sarah  Fitch  of  Devonshire  Street  Joint  Trustees  to  manage  my  Estate 
and  carry  this  my  WiU  into  Execution  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  (should  it 
be  necessary)  to  SeU  any  part  of  my  Real  Estate  for  that  purpose  and  to  give 
receipts  to  the  Purchasers  for  the  Purchase  Money  which  shaU  be  considered  as 
good  and  valid.  But  should  my  Wife  die  Intestate  I  do  hereby  give  devise  and 
bequeath  to  aU  my  Children  aU  my  Estate  both  Real  and  Personal  that  I  may 
die  possessed  of  after  payiig  my  Legacies,  &c.  to  be  divided  among  them  in  the 
foUowing  manner  Viz‘.  The  whole  to  be  divided  into  twelve  equal  shares  and  to 
Sophia  I  give  four  shares  to  WiUiam  I  give  two  shares  to  George  I  give  two 
shares  and  to  Richard,  Henry,  Edward  and  James  I  give  each  one  share  and  I 
do  hereby  Appoint  the  before  named  Trustees  to  see  the  same  carried  into  execution. 
And  I  do  hereby  Constitute  and  Appoint  my  Beloved  Wife  Sole  Executrix  to  this 
my  last  Will  and  Testament.  In  Witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  seal  in  London  this  30th  day  of  August  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand 
eight  hundred. 


Benedict  Arnold  (Seal). 


Signed,  Sealed  and  PubUshed  by  Brigadier  General  Benedict  Arnold  as  his 
Last  Will  and  Testament  in  the  presence  of  us  who  subscribe  our  names  as 
Witnesses  hereof  and  in  his  Presence  and  in  the  Presence  of  each  other. 
Harriet  Newport,  Ann  Prince,  WiUiam  Young. 

Proved  by  Margaret  Arnold,  i8th  July,  i8oi. 
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B.  THE  WILL  OF  MARGARET  ARNOLD 
(P.C.C.  Heseltine,  f.  590). 

I  Margaret  Arnold  of  Bryanston  Street  London  Widow  do  make  &  constitute 
this  to  be  my  last  Will  &  Testament  in  respect  to  all  such  Real  and  Personal 
Estate  as  I  may  die  possessed  of  in  England  &  its  Dominions— Attached  by  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  strictest  Integrity  as  well  as  in  conformity  to  the  Will  of  my  late 
beloved  Husband  I  am  earnestly  desirous  of  doing  equal  justice  to  all  his  children 
As  Richard  and  Henry  Arnold  have  at  various  times  been  supplied  with  considerable 
Sums  of  Money  by  their  late  Father  and  the  rest  of  his  children  having  had  but 
little  expended  upon  them  and  as  a  very  small  part  of  the  property  I  have  to 
bequeath  has  ever  belonged  to  their  Father  I  trust  that  in  the  dispositions  I  am 
about  to  make  of  it  they  will  believe  me  actuated  by  principles  of  justice  and  not 
doubt  my  sincere  regard  for  them.  It  is  my  wish  that  my  funeral  may  be  as 
plam  as  is  consistent  ivith  the  situation  of  my  Family  avoiding  all  superfluous 
expense  and  that  my  just  Debts  may  be  paid.  To  my  Daughter  Sophia  Matilda 
Arnold  I  give  &  bequeath  aU  my  Furniture  Linnen  Cloaths  Trinkets  Glass  Books 
Wine  &  aU  the  stores  in  my  House  in  Bryanston  Street  together  with  the  Lease 
of  the  said  House.  I  also  give  &  bequeath  to  her  all  my  Plate  and  plated  Articles. 
As  it  is  my  intention  in  conformity  to  his  own  wishes  to  send  my  son  George  to 
India,  should  I  die  before  he  is  equipped  for  this  purpose  it  is  my  wish  that  he 
should  have  the  means  of  doing  it.  I  therefore  give  &  bequeath  to  him  the  sum 
of  Five  hundred  pounds  for  this  purpose  or  to  fit  him  out  in  any  other  line  of 
life  that  he  may  prefer  but  in  case  he  may  be  fitted  out  at  the  time  of  my  decease 
I  then  give  &  bequeath  him  Three  hundred  pounds  only.  I  give  &  bequeath  to 
my  sons  Edward  &  James  Arnold  One  hundred  pounds  each  and  after  paying  my 
Debts  &  Legacies  as  before  &  hereinafter  mentioned  it  is  my  Will  that  all  the 
remainder  of  my  personal  property  in  England  may  be  divided  into  three  equal 
parts  or  shares,  one  share  to  be  paid  to  my  Daughter  Sophia  Matilda  Arnold  and 
the  remaining  two  shares  I  give  &  bequeath  to  my  son  William  Fitch  Arnold. 
And  I  intreat  my  tenderly  &  equally  beloved  children  to  believe  that  in  making 
this  distribution  I  am  actuated  only  by  the  consideration  of  their  different  neces¬ 
sities.  And  it  is  my  Will  that  the  remainder  of  any  property  I  now  have  not 
otherwise  herein  disposed  of  or  that  I  may  die  possessed  of  both  Real  &  Personal 
in  Great  Britain  &  its  Dominions  namely  Canada,  New  Brunswick  &c.  &c.  equally 
divided  among  my  sons  Edward  Shippen  Arnold,  James  Robertson  Arnold,  George 
Arnold  &  William  Fitch  Arnold  and  my  Daughter  Sophia  Matilda  Arnold  their 
Heirs  &  Assigns.  But  in  case  of  the  death  of  either  of  them  before  having 
attained  the  age  of  Twenty  one  years  that  then  their  part  or  share  go  to  the 
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Survivors  of  my  before  named  children  to  be  equally  divided  between  them  as  also 
all  such  personal  property  already  herein  specifically  bequeathed  to  them.  And 
should  my  Executors  conceive  it  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  my  Children  to  dispose 
of  any  of  the  Property  either  Real  or  Personal  while  they  are  under  age  They  are 
hereby  authorised  to  do  so  but  in  the  disposal  of  Real  Property  I  require  that  it 
should  be  with  the  concurrence  of  those  who  are  of  age.  Colonel  William  Fitch 
having  bequeathed  to  my  son  William  the  sum  of  Five  hundred  pounds  which  was 
paid  &  irrevocably  given  by  his  sisters  Ann  &  Sarah  and  vested  in  the  three  per 
cents  Consols  amounting  at  this  time  with  the  accumulated  Interest  to  Eleven 
hundred  &  thirteen  pounds  &  eight  pence  and  a  Deed  of  Trust  having  been 
executed  by  Miss  Ann  Fitch  &  myself,  I  hereby  empower  my  hereinafter  named 
Executors  to  act  jointly  with  Miss  Fitch  as  Trustees  for  him.  And  having 
authorised  my  son  Edward  with  the  concurrence  of  Miss  Fitch  to  draw  Bills  to 
the  amount  of  Eight  hundred  pounds  to  be  paid  out  of  the  above  Trust  money 
in  order  to  obtain  for  it  a  better  interest  in  India  it  is  my  desire  should  he  draw 
previously  to  hearing  of  my  death  that  Miss  Ann  Fitch  as  surviving  Trustee  in 
concurrence  with  my  Executors  should  pay  his  Bills  from  the  above  Fund  to  the 
amount  of  Six  hundred  pounds  the  remaining  Two  hundred  pounds  from  the  money  that 
I  have  bequeathed  to  my  Daughter  Sophia  the  Interest  of  which  Two  hundred 
pounds  to  be  appropriated  to  her  use  the  principal  also  to  be  considered  her 
property.  And  I  hereby  constitute  &  appoint  Miss  Ann  Fitch  of  the  County  of 
Hampshire  Spinster  and  DanieU  Coxe  Esqr.  of  John  Street  London  and  Jonathan 
Mallett  Esqr.  of  Bryanston  Street  London  and  Robert  Farquhar  Esqr.  of  Portland 
Place  London  Executors  to  this  my  last  Will  &  Testament.  In  Witness  whereof 
I  have  hereunto  set  my  Hand  &  Seal  this  26th  Day  of  Jan*^  1804. 

(signed)  Margaret  Arnold  (seal). 

Signed  Sealed  published  and  declared 

in  the  presence  of  Jane  Farquhar  No.  13  Portland  Place 
E.  Carlon,  H.  Bull  Servants  to  Testatrix. 

Proved  6  Sept.  1804  by  Daniel  Coxe  Esquire  and  Jonathan  Mallet  Esquire. 
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circle  of  acquaintance,  9,  31,  40,  41-3  ;  claim 
for  compensation,  51-55  ;  coffin-plate  inscrip¬ 
tion,  8,  45,  47,  48  ;  Colonel  of  a  Provincial 
Rsgt-,.  51  :  comes  to  England,  20  ;  command 
of  Philadelphia,  20  ;  compensation  received 
from  government,  22,  23,  53  ;  connections, 
70;  correspondence  with  Sir  H.  Clinton,  18, 
20,  21  ;  death,  8,  9,  22,  25,  26,  27,  30,  45, 

59,  60,  6i  ;  debts,  27,  28,  54,  60,  61,  65  ; 
defence  of  his  action,  17,  22,  24,  51  ;  disabled 
in  a  Umb,  52  ;  duel  with  Lord  Lauderdale,  ii, 
24,  25,  77  ;  eldest  son,  8  ;  embarrassments, 

60,  61  ;  failure  of  privateering  schemes,  25, 

57  ;  feelings  which  actuated  him,  22  ;  ’first 
w^e  Margaret  Mansfield,  28  n.  22,  69; 
friendship  with  Ld.  Cornwallis,  23,  56 ; 

funeral,  27,  30  ;  grant  of  Canadian  lands,  25’ 
58,  79  ;  great-grandson,  Maj-Gen.  Theodore 
Stephenson,  7,  29,  70  ;  half-pay  officer,  79 ; 
last  illness,  9,  25,  26,  59,  61  ;  last  resting- 
place,  8,  22,  29,  30,  45,  46,  48  ;  later  years, 
22,  26:  letters,  8,  ii,  12,  25,  33  n.  34,  to 
Colonel  Whiting,  36,  to  eldest  son  Edward, 
II,  25  n.  14,  56,  58,  withdrawing  his  claim 
to  compensation,  23,  53  ;  Major-General,  51  ; 
marriage  with  Margaret  Shippen,  20,  23 ; 
Memorial  to  Commissioners,  ii,  23,  51,  52’ 


53,  55  ;  Mount  Pleasant,  23,  54  ;  not  buried  at 
Brompton,  8,  27";  no  monument,  8  46; 
obituary  notices,  25,  69 ;  obliged  to  fly, 
19  52  ;  offer  of  service  repulsed,  25  ;  plan 
to  end  war,  19,  22,  52  ;  property,  23,  52, 
53,  54  :  register  entry  of  burial,  7,  8,  9,  29 
and  n.  26,  45 ;  safeconduct  to  Andre,  19  ; 
sister  (Hannah),  61,  65,  78 ;  son  George 
bom,  24 ;  third  in  command,  52  ;  trip  to 
Bath  and  Warwick,  57  ;  Washington’s  opinion 
of,  19  ;  Will,  13,  33,  45,  60,  61,  78,  79,  80. 

Arnold,  Benedict  (junr.)  70 ;  Charlotte  Geor- 
giana  (Lady)  71  ;  Edward  Gladw3m  (Rev.) 
70:  Edward  Shippen  ii,  25  and  n.  15,  28  n. 
21,  30,  43,  45,  56—67,  70,  79,  80  ;  Elizabeth 
30  and  n.  28  ;  Elizabeth  Cecilia  71  ;  Ellen 
Amelia  70 ;  George  24,  60,  62,  63,  65,  66,  67, 
71,  79,  80  ;  Georgiana  Phipps  71  ;  Hannah 
61,  65,  78  ;  Henry  61,  65,  70,  78,  79,  80  ; 
Isaac,  N.  ii.  25  n.  13  and  16,  26,  30  n.  29,  43 
n.  61,  45  n.  66,  77  ;  James  Robertson  56,  59, 
61,  63,  64,  65,  66,  67,  70,  79,  80  ;  Margaret 
(Mansfield)  28  n.  22,  70. 

Arnold,  Margaret  (see  also  under  Shippen,  Mar¬ 
garet)  7,  8,  9,  19,  20,  21,  22,  23,  24,  25,  26, 
27,  28,  29,  30,  31,  32,  33,  34,  35,  36,  37,  39, 
40,  41.  43,  44,  45.  46,  47,  48.  53,  56,  57-67,  70, 
71,  74,  78,  79.  80,  81  ;  Andre,  acquaintance 
with  20  and  n.  7,  letter  from  20  ;  at  Bryanston 
Street,  27,  30,  62,  80,  8r,  Gallywood,  26,  30, 
33.  59,  New  York,  22,  Phildadelphia,  24,  St. 
John’s,  24,  West  Point,  20  ;  birth  of  eldest 
son,  20  ;  burial,  place  of  7,  8,  22,  27,  29,  46, 
48,  entry  of  7,  9,  29  and  n.  27  ;  character’ 
8,  20,  21  ;  children,  27,  46 ;  circle  of  ac¬ 
quaintance,  9,  31,  40-43,  66,  67  ;  coffin-plate 
inscription,  8,  48  ;  cousin,  Edward  Burd,  45  ; 
death,  8,  27;  distracted  at  husband’s  rev¬ 
elation,  19 ;  eldest  son,  8 ;  executrix  of 
husband’s  will,  27,  61,  65,  66,  79;  father. 
Judge  Edward  Shippen,  22,  45,  66  ;  illness, 
27,  64  ;  letters,  8,  ii,  26,  34,  37,  to  her  eldest 
son,  II,  25  and  n.  15,  28  n.  21,  30,  43,  45, 
57-67:  life-pension,  21,  23,  53,  67  ;  marriage, 
20,  23 ;  obituary  notice,  27  28 ;  Order  to 
leave  Philadelphia,  21,  22  ;  portrait  by  Law¬ 
rence,  36  n.  46 ;  question  of  guilt  discussed, 
20,  21  ;  returns  to  Philadelphia,  21  ;  will,  13, 
33  and  n.  32,  34  n.  36,  80,  81, 

Arnold,  Rev.  G.  L.  9,  Richard  ii,  28  n.  22, 
29,  61,  70,  78,  79,  80;  Sophia  Matilda  28 
and  n.  20,  21,  29,  33  n.  34,  36  n.  46,  46,  48, 
64,  65,  66,  71,  79,  80,  81  ;  Virginia  70  ; 
William  Fitch  29.  33  and  n.  34,  37  n.  46, 
41,  56,  62,  65,  66,  71,  79,  80,  81  ;  William 
'Traill  71. 

Ashton,  E.  G. ,  9. 

Audit  Office  Papers,  9,  12,  17  n.  2,  18  n.  3,  19 
n.  4,  22  n.  10,  24  and  n.  11-12,  36  and  n. 
42-3-4,  37  n-  46-7.  39  n.  49,  4°  n.  si  and 
S3,  51.  55- 

Augusta,  66. 

Augusta,  Canada,  70. 

Awards  made  by  Commissioners,  36. 
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B 

Barbadoes,  64. 

“  Batersey,  Our  Lady  of”  7,  14,  47  n.  69. 

Bath,  25,  58,  74. 

Battersea  (Co.  Surrey),  7,  8,  9,  29,  30,  31,  32, 
34.  43.  45.  47.  69,  72,  Bridge,  44,  Central 
Public  Library,  8,  13,  Church  of  St.  Mary, 
7,  8,  13,  29,  31,  43,  44,  45,  46.  47,  48,  Coffins 
at,  8,  47,  48.  Crypt  or  "  Great  Vault  ”  at,  46, 
47,  48,  Library,  8,  47,  48,  Manor  House,  44, 
Rise,  42,  43,  75,  Battersea  Rise  House,  44. 

Beaurepaire,  Henriette  de  28  n.  20. 

Beckerstone  Street,  Westminster,  24  and  n.  12. 

Bengal,  63. 

Bidwell,  67. 

Bill  of  1783,  23. 

Billericay  (Co.  Essex),  44  n.  63. 

Blackmore  (Co.  Essex),  34. 

Blumsbury  (Bloomsbury),  29  n.  27. 

Bocking  (Co.  Essex),  9,  34,  35,  74. 

Bolingbroke,  Lord  44. 

"  Boniparte,”  65,  66. 

Boston  (Mass.),  9,  35,  36,  37,  38,  39  n.  49,  40, 
42,  74- 

Boys’  Own  Paper,  7. 

Bradford,  Governor  74. 

Bridger,  66. 

Brigantine,  54. 

Bristol,  34,  39  n.  49,  75. 

Britain,  36  n.  46. 

British  :  at  Philadelphia,  20,  Camp,  22,  Forces, 
39  n.  49,  55,  Government,  22,  23,  25,  37,  38, 
40,  41,  51,  53,  61,  Headquarters  Papers,  21, 
Lines,  19,  Officers,  21,  Subject,  35,  36, 

Troops,  38. 

Brompton,  27  and  n.  19,  30. 

Brook  House,  Old  Sodbury,  34,  72. 

Bryanston(e)  Street,  27,  30  and  n.  29,  62,  80 
81. 

Bucks  (Co.),  33  n.  34. 

BuU,  H.  81. 

Bunker  (Bunker’s)  Hill,  36  n.  46,  38,  74. 

Burd,  Edward  45,  52. 

Burgess,  Rev.  H.  N.  (Vicar  of  Old  Sodbury)  9. 


c 

Calcutta,  56,  60. 

Caledonia  (Ship),  56. 

Canada,  29,  60.  61,  78,  79,  80,  Upper  25,  79. 
Canterbury  Wills  and  Administrations,  Pre¬ 
rogative  Court  of  9,  13,  33  n.  31,  32,  42  n. 
56  and  59,  43  n.  60,  78,  80. 

Capitulation  of  Yorktown,  23. 

Carlon,  Elenor  34  n.  35,  81. 

Camac,  Mr.  60,  61. 

Carolinas,  52. 

Cavendish  Square,  24,  32,  41,  43,  74. 
Cawnpore,  58. 

Cemetery,  Brompton  27  n.  19. 

Census  Returns,  9,  35  and  n.  39,  36. 
Certificate  of  Compensation,  40. 

Chadwick,  Mrs.  Helen  S.  ii,  29,  70,  Barclay 
Bourchier  70. 

Champlain,  Lake  17. 


Chap>el,  Brompton  27  n.  19. 

Chelmsford  (Co.  Essex).  26  n.  i3,  33,  31. 
Chelsea,  14,  44,  47  n.  69. 

Chesterfieldian  system,  57. 

Chief  Justice  of  Pennsylvania,  27 
Cholmondeley,  Marquis  of  71,  Lady  Charlotte 
Georgiana  71. 

Churchwardens  of  Battersea,  44,  48. 

Claims  of  American  Loyalists,  9,  36. 

Clap,  Rev.  Thos.  74. 

Clapham  (Co.  Surrey),  30,  67,  Common.  42. 
Clare,  Co.  35,  75. 

Clarke,  Canon  John  Erskine  (Vicar  of  Batter¬ 
sea)  47. 

Clay  Hall,  Old  Windsor,  43. 

Clinton,  Sir  Henry  17,  18,  19,  20  2md  n.  6.  21, 
22,  23,  52,  53,  '54,  55,  Colonel  64. 

Clubs,  Loyalist  38. 

Cockseyhurst  (Co.  Essex),  75. 

Coffin-plate  inscriptions  at  Battersea,  8,  45, 

47.  48. 

Coffins  at  Battersea,  Memo,  of  48. 

Colonial  Records  of  Connecticut,  37  n.  4S. 
Colonists,  37. 

Commission  to  enquire  into  Losses  of  American 
Loyalists,  23,  36,  39,  40. 

Commissioners,  12,  23,  24,  36,  39,  51,  53,  55, 
Board  of  53. 

Commutation  of  American  Array  Allowances. 

52. 

Congress.  23,  52,  54,  55. 

Connecticut,  23,  35,  36,  37  and  n.  48,  52,  54, 
70,  74.  75- 
Consols,  33. 

Continent,  66. 

Cork,  61. 

Cornwallis,  Lord  23,  56. 

Council  at  Philadelphia,  21  ;  m  Upper  Canada, 
79- 

Court  Martial.  19 

Coxe,  Daniel  (Senr.)  57,  62,  67,  81.  (Junr.)  57. 
Crypt  of  St.  Mary,  Battersea,  8,  46,  47,  48. 
Curtis,  Wm.  44  and  n.  62. 

Customs  Officer  at  Boston,  38. 

Cyclopoedia  of  American  Biography,  14.  35  4*- 


D 

Danbury  (Co.  Essex),  34. 

Darell,  Sir  Lionel  63. 

Davis,  Ann  75. 

Dawsons,  66. 

Demerara,  64. 

d’Esterre,  Robert  Ker  35,  75. 

Devonshire  Street.  Cavendish  Square,  32.  33. 
41.  74,  79- 

Dick,  (R.N.),  Capt.  66. 

Dictionary'  of  American  Biography,  14.  21. 
Dictionary  of  National  Biography',  13. 
Douglases,  66. 

"  Drummer  Boy.  The  ”  7. 

Duel  between  Arnold  and  Lauderdale,  Account 
of  II,  25,  77. 

Dundas,  Colonel  53,  62. 

Dunmow  (Co.  Essex),  34. 


”  T*  notqama  .ItiMdO 
.ti  .a  fii  .oD) 

.n  .J4  VI 

T?  .milava 

^  ^  T*  'b<"ooi«  )o  soii^uf  »wiO 

»)'^i./D  i((*.J  I-  lo  ticfptvM  .v;;i5LfTomtvrf3 

''v  .v^  .«v;3i^*a  h)  jmJncvriiMntO 
‘V  ,0  .t:JtiIj'(a.I  liB'^.iymJ.  Ja  »mjiJD 
^  >T  >'4r  v^>I  .ocJO 

.(»  ^nma<>j  ,^d  .of  .(^nuS  .rO)  [T^c^^AO 

lo  >l»9i  A)  sruin.T  «rUj(.  U  iBjI  J 

,  ,  ■  .«».  u.-* 

^  .  <»  V.-,  JUH  V..D 

.11  .«  n  fcc.  ■:  f.i  *j  -I  VTrtTH  t  i  ,noiniiO 

•H'  ho^Wij 

8t  Jtifv.oJ 

■'>r  .OO}  /jrViirf  oU-XxJ 

.a  .  Je  ir?{>,jq,  j..xii 

""i  1<«  .em^U  t/iiwO 

'I  «  rj  .}iiMnpttn,M  io  *!  .  !/t,n<.taD 

cuL  i.,-,*  »  ,  titlacUO 

cvc.  in.iA  I:,  .1  tuvpa^  au?-  matrO 

’t  't  .11  .fi  ,fv  .:i  ^rt:. a  . Mat moO 

a.a..r<>j{A  <.mA  RtfXTojTA  \j  arMt^tummoO 

"  .se 
-i  .£*  .«'^ra»wD 
•  K  .1?^  .♦'•»  .a  b.1*,  ..jr  f  :  ,iaoii..'<sMa^ 

■f."  .4?  o*r 
,>*o«k>D 
.Ai>  JtnatJofO 

«qq  J  m  .  II  ,«iiqj,U',.{g  St.  Goat/oD 

5- 

•/  /v-nf'  .y  ..  tiutO 

•.»  ,8  .4mivf*«I  .yiiiM  .If;  5©  iXf/iO 

“i-.*:  a  bflii  vv  ./r'-'A  .aifi'uD 

la  a./  .  .V  ''  j«  Tssao  tat<>>.u‘j 

tt  .»!  ,ydqxiji.>i/l  Di^hMsA  to  mbtsHi 

r> 


^  .••ob.adua 

•P®  tf  .ft  Io  yhaj  ysO  .^vnatsB  ** 

H  .Of.  x>s  .0  8  .%  .(y»ii9&  .oDj  SMnMaS 

»«RH  te8^'  Sv  .y*  T^YwdifVf.Tf 

■ff  ..W  jp  .tf  .a^tS 

-  fcOi  Bt  s^ioiin^H  ,9itM«YcrA)8 
.ti  .a  una  ft  .tai -aiinJw'//  t^txfZ  wtolnaiaaQ 

-£d  .U^mS 
•to  .DawbtS 

4.0  .«  ff  .(jCM-a  .O^  iAotnlua 
..fC  ^  .o^  nooolMlS 
XS  -fl  vc  .I'liinfeMoriaa)  yiadamoia 
•►t  •ti,  .tr  0  .fka*(‘3  .oCi|  j^iidfoaS 
bioj  .aiund^loS 
_  ■  ■  _  .t®  ".aA»*qiooS  •* 

.Pf  .U  .dt  41  .0  t-*mta4)  aoiaoa 

.  ■  jOTiFt  -t  owO  tyoS 

■  V  .  +-  io«n*voO  .^lo^b«Ja 

'  ^  r®*  .larjbha 

.4C'.sait(U9hfi[ 
tt  •*»  .f£  .loHhet 

.  L  -j  .atMiitS 

.enoto'i  .Lt  .qnia  J  .c«  la  :  d^ltiS 

'it  4i  Jf  PM  Qt 

.«»  n-»7j.upbraH  .14  ,,  ■,.  o- 

4t  ,*09^0?  .It  .nxilfth  .MoO 

■Si  .«ioajT 

.01  M  baa  yt  .ou/qinoiS 
.4  WO  jmooH  tlfKna 

^  .£®  ^t.  M  hfla  'I  .;i  .Jaatie  ^aolwia^ 

4t  -a  cc  ,(.o3)  •iaoa 
*  -*8  H  4Ioe 

'V  .iUH  ' (<  7r»^iui6^  ‘i9a^ito& 

-y  (fiwdlici  6<Oio  JajjV)*'/ H^^.vSa 


.K  ./xotiey  rO)  '^DdnftO 
t-l  I  >no«J  ita  .llnad 
•tX  ooA  .yivtKl 
.®®  .mcaairfCl 

II  .ydqki^oja  l.aoiiaK  Vo  ^eoomKl 

invoasA  .^iMbtabueJ  bttM  btotnA  a«nrMd  laid 

•T'  .11  to 

•  M  u  .tabaed  ' 

•K  .(xma  .oO)  wo«a«a 


•U  If 


.It  .fl 


.atioaUD 

Af  ,  If  •  aiaob^UD 

.»r  ,?*  I'lqqU  ,a|  .,4  ,5T<?«  MtniatO 

.Uiatjgtiaiaiinlj.  tap  altlVA  yiiii»»«t«0 
•«  .t£  .!£,  UI  f£  .41  ,e  Io  AisoO  aWlasoi 

.oH  .8^  .o-j  Q  ^ 

■It:  .nirofjJioT  lo  mittLatiq^ 
•»*  41  -a  kf  toatta.  .antuO 
.to  .04  .iK  .MouO 
•If  .M/iilotaO 
Jif  »*♦  •*£  .V*  .»Taop0  xUtliaavaO 
.84  .iioqirwaO 
.  T®  aotfqanna  .TTohMaO' 

•®£  W  -11  bna  o  >.  .0  .unuitu  una^ 
...  .fli^a-asqinoD  to  toaodirtO 

yalTiaS  .0^  ^11  .j  aal^ii  aiH  jt'MwbaiO 

.t«X  iaM»iaoQ 

•X*  MiaJ  .iLJkiqauuO 


84 


Earl  Spencer  (Privateer),  6o,  6i,  62. 

East  Indian  Interests,  43. 

Eastwood  (Co.  Essex),  9,  75 
Egypt,  63. 

England,  20,  22,  23,  35.  39  and  n.  49,  42,  66,  80. 

iur5e,^9.^'  75- 

European  Magazine,  13,  26. 


Farquhars,  64,  Jane  81,  Robert  81, 

Felstead  (Co.  Essex),  34. 

Fitch,  family,  9,  30,  31,  34,  37  n.  46,  41,  43 
45,  74,  75.  memorial  tablet  at  Battersea  to  q 
Miss  Fitches,  26,  30,  33,  34,  4:,,  59^  62,  67 
Ann  33,  34  and  n.  35-36,  35,  36  n.  46,  38,  41 

42,  43,  44,  45  and  n.  66,  48  n.  70,  74,  79,  81 
Eleazar  (Col.)  37,  43,  52,  74,  Elizabeth  (Mrs.) 
31,  32,  35,  40,  41,  42,  74.  George  43,  74,  James 
35,  74,  Joseph,  35,  74,  Samuel  12,  13,  31  32 
and  n.  30,  33,  34,  35^  35,  37  and  n.  47,  38, 
39,  40,  4f,  42,  43,  44,  74,  Sarah  33,  34  and 

35,  35  and  n.  38,  36  and  n.  46,  38,  41,  42 

43,  44,  45.  74,  75,  79,  80,  81,  William  ’(Col.)  9’ 
II,  13,  32  and  n.  30,  33,  36  and  n.  46,  37 

^38,  39,  41.  74,  81.  ^ 

Fleet,  Sir  John  30. 

Flora  Londiniensis,  44  n.  62. 

Fox,  Charles  James  24,  77. 

France,  22. 

French  War,  25. 


H 

Halifax.  Nova  Scotia,  35,  38,  39  and  n.  49,  74. 
Hammond,  Miss  66. 

Hampshire,  Co.  30,  34.  and  n.  36,  35  n.  38  67 
74,  75,  81. 

Hanover,  Jamaica,  41,  75. 

Harley  Street,  Cavendish  Square,  43. 

Harvard,  41,  75. 

Hawke,  Lord  ii,  24,  25,  77. 

Herefordshire,  Co.  31,  67. 

High  Sheriff  of  Middlesex  (Mass.),  42. 
Hoadley,  37  n.  48. 

Holy  Trinity,  Brompton,  27  n.  19. 

Hood.  Capt.  66. 

Hornby,  Governor  66,  Mr.  66. 

House  of  Lords,  24. 

Howe,  General  38. 

Hubbard,  Dr.  Nathaniel  75,  Margaret  (Mrs. 

Vassall)  42,  75,  Mrs.  Ann  13,  31,  42,  73. 
Hughes,  Sir  Edward  (East  Indiaman)  56. 

I 

Index,  82. 

India,  8,  25,  63,  65,  80,  81. 

Indians,  61. 

Inscriptions  on  Arnold  Coffin-plates,  8,  45, 
47,  48. 

Ireland,  37  and  n.  46,  56,  75. 


Jamaica,  33,  37  n.  46,  41,  42,  75. 
John  Street,  81. 

Judge  of  Vice  admiralty  Court,  20. 


Gale,  Ruth  75. 

Gall(e)ywood  (Co.  Essex),  26  and  n.  18  ac 
33,.  34,  45  n.  66,  59,  74. 

Gardmer,  66. 

Gardnor,  Rev.  John  29  n.  27. 

^neral  Assembly  of  Connecticut,  54. 
^ntleman’s  Magazine,  13,  27,  28,  29  n.  26,  30 
George  III,  His  Majesty  King  51,  50.  ^ 

Georgiana  Packet,  56. 

Gloucester  Place,  25  and  n.  16,  26,  27,  30  39 
62,  66.  /■  o  , 

Gloucestershire,  9.  13,  34,  74^  73. 

Goodrich,  Bartlett  70,  Mary  66,  Mr  66  Vir- 
gmia  70. 

Governor  of  Upper  Canada,  58. 

Graeme,  Margaret  Harvie  (Mrs.  Henry  Vassall) 
75* 

Granada,  39. 

Grant  of  lands  in  Canada,  25,  58,  79 
Great  Britain,  17.  39,  51,  52,  55,  80. 

Great  Vault  at  Battersea,  46,  47,  48. 

Green  River  Plantation,  42. 

Green,  Sir  Chas.  64. 

Greene,  Major-General  52. 

Grenfield,  Gen.  and  Mrs.  64. 


K 


Kensington,  27  n.  19. 

Kew  (Co.  Surrey),  31,  34  and  n. 
Kilbum  Wells,  24,  77. 


35,  67,  74, 


75- 


L 

Lake,  General  56,  57,  60,  62,  64. 

Lauderdale,  Earl  of  24,  25,  77. 

Lawrence,  Benjamin  34  n.  35. 

Lawrence,  Sir  Thomas  9,  36  n.  46. 

Lebanon  (Conn.),  35,  74. 

Leeward  Islands,  36  n.  46. 

Lewis,  Anna  75,  Mat  66,  Miss  66. 

Library,  Battersea  Central  Public  8,  47,  48. 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  39  n.  49. 
Life  of  Benedict  Arnold,  by  Isaac  N.  Arnold,  ii, 
25  n.  13  and  16,  30  n.  29,  43  n.  61,  45  n.  66 
t.77- 

Life  of  Colonel  Pownoll  Phipps,  by  Rev.  W.  P. 

Phipps,  II,  20  n.  7,  28  n.  20,  21,  33  n.  34. 

Life  of  Major  John  Andre,  by  Winthrop  Sar¬ 
gent,  II. 

Life  of  Margaret  Shippen,  by  Lewis  Burd 
Walker,  n,  20,  45  n.  65. 

Lincoln’s  Inn,  75. 


a 


H  '  - 

.0  to*  ct  ,8r  .ft  .iciacioe  <rvo>I  .xilUjUi 
dd  »!uU  .twioaau(H 
fl  Ct  ►£  tO£  ‘OO  .ouitr-qcLkH 

.  .la  ex  .»T 

•t?  .If  .iovooaM 

.{1.  ,mirp2  AULa-isriO  .  ya^iiH 

.ft  .If  Jjxc'tkH 
‘Tt  4-*  .11  tnoJ  .4rfw*H 
.\0  .If  ,oO  .MidtlncaittsH 
^  ^  .Sf  x:»09ihbiU  K>  Sta^d?  d^iH 

«  8f  .n  ft  .y»U>«>H 

J-  .?»  Ui  .ooMm-Tfl  ,<:>ianT  x*oH 

^  :.  j  •  W  .I»ooH 

■dd  .tM  -do  .iMntttv<fO  .xdxsioH 
,fs  .ibtaj  Yo  Mt'oH 
.&f.  IsvMsO  .wwoH 
.nM)  Jeiigit-M  hiiv.dtf.fi  .tO  Jn /ddoH 
••?T  -Sf  .If  fi  *nA  .i^U  .ft  ,if 
.dj  (nfxa«x£)al  }ij»3j  u2  .a»il^H 


I 

,t8 

.18  ,o8  ,(■>  .fO  ,jjt  .«  .jjibal 
.xd  .ensibal 

•tf  .wlAlq-oJftaD  blofliA  no  •atoiiqhoaal 


h 

•2T  .6f  .If  .^f  .a  Tt  .11  jKtitatA . 

.  t8  .f*yti8  ado  , 
.os  ,>^i.o3  ^ 


.gi  .a  ^  ,tuxtsaaa»X 
.fT  .t€  •«  b«  K  .i£'.(X»T»i»8  .oj)  ir<>H 
.ST  .fS  ,»JIoW  axudl^l 


J 

•f^  .id  kOd  ,T?  .df  Irtaa-xO  .«al«j 
ft-’,  ,  -TT  .£*  s  w  ,»Uitn9ba(kI 

'  -Ct  a  aim^naS  .o.>usi7v»J 

.d#.  .n  d£  .()  ecrtTn4T  leg  ,r>ii7TTf»i.J 
■K  id  .{.anoDJ  naaWoJ 
.d|.  .a  d£  ,»b0«J«I  blirvraaj 
.dd  eaM  ,dd  luM  .ft  aaaA  .u-rrtj 
•*f  .'Tf  -8  aildc^l  UvayO  ton^tjcS  .yi^nfiji 
•©f  .n  ,trit9fudMr^M  Yd  loitisvuO  la«n*)init.l 
.1 1  ,blomA  .  W  3«£cl  yd  .MomA  i3il>r‘A»tI  Yo  alj  J 
,dd  .a  ff  .Id  .a  t».  .^t  .A  oc  .di  bos  £i  n  f  s 

.*!  .7/  .voH  yd  .■qquM  lioowd^I  I»ooloO  Yo^c^iJ 
-fd  -a  f.e  .le  .««.  .n  8s  .y  o  m  .n  .*qnJ<K[ 
-ia2  qonOniW  yd  ,fiboA  ndol  TOtaM  w  »YiJ 
.  ,  .11  .Jasi 

bxoa  liwfj  yd  .o^qid^  Vo 

-id  .n  tf  ,01  .ij  .ifWLsW 
.{T  .ool  •'oIomLI 


.ft 

i  .td  .Id  .06  .tt9*'gri'dt)  ttaotf/cft  baS 

.£f  .tinmtal  r.*ihA  fuS 
.0  fx'.aia  .oD)  booming 

i-f  ,08  ,M  .Sf  .Of  ji  bus  o£  ,  tc  .CB  .«  .ocfltoj^s^ 
•dT  M  ff  If  -t£  .ff  .«  .«£  .?  .cO  Jtfwa 

.ei  .9C]w3 
.di  ,ti  ,»&a«9aU  oatqdiaS 


4ft  .  . 

.  ^  'd 

.10  mdoH  ,»8  «o*T  .fd  .iTTMtiipia? 

,ff.  .o:>)  bM»cf*3 

■£f  .If  .*f  .a  u  .ft  ,j»  .f£  .yiiAMa  ,dan3 
.0  .o<  la  Isjxooffia  .tT  .»T  .df 

,td  .s«^  Of  •,£♦  .ff  .{f  .<Vt  >s  .e-Mblfi 
.If  .8t  .‘H  n  df  .>1.  .df-f  f  J  bca  ff  .ff  nnA 

.18  .v>T  ,fT  .oy  n  bf  .do  a  boa  ff  ^f  .ff 
(.exMl  dl^x}.jfl3  ,fT  xt  .£f  .Tt  f  K>3)  iMaaS 

»5»ro«f,  ff  9xio>0  .ft  If  .If  .Of  it  .St  .It 

-t  .'t  f»  .Bi  borna*  .:T  t?  .fT  .££ 

.St  ,tf  n  bda  tf  ,0/,  ,fx  ,ft  .ft  ,ot  .a  boa 
bna  ft,  .ft  aauj?.  ,ft  .ff  .if  .**  .if  .Of  .% 
.i>f  ,di.  .a  I  aa  dj[  .e^  .a  boa  tt  •<£  -® 

.0  i.lo3>  iixAitbW  ,10  .00  ot  *fT  .tf  .ff  .£> 
.tt  .df  .a  boa  dj  .jt  ..  7  .n  boa  it  A*  .** 


.F&  .•OW  Jl 

«  m  .»•’  JI  ff  -nwi.'t*rit«xl  aioH 

— ^  '  ^  .XT  *»B  :-«aia\  .ad^I 

■;■  -J.  ,,  'j  .  '  t»  .mcestT 

f  t  '\  .£#  .taW  ioust? 

'0*  •  A.  . 

'*  'l 

D 

.ff  iliiiH  .ataO 

.ot  .01  a  boa  dc  .ixsael  .oQ)  b  x>wy(»)llaQ 
4^V  .<*£  .W  a  f  .ff  .££ 
.dd  .isotboaD 
.ys  .a  gt  mtoT  .voH  .toobiaO 
.ft  .luoitoMocO  io  ylMnnaaA  tcsooaO 
ot  <dc  00s  .8c  .yc  .ti  ,<misa|taM  m'a^atdimO 
•td  .it  yift^.sU  «1H  ,111  atmaO 
.d;  aacij)xoaO 

,(C  ,dc  .dt  .M  baa  (c  .saaH  t»lK<iooolO 

.dd  .ad 

■tT  .fT  -ft  .£*  A'  .fiiibtaliwaaolO 
.»r/  ,dd  ,»lt  ,dd  yiaK  .or  Halnafl  .r'  jiibooO 

.Of  aiotf 

.8t  .ai>anaD  i«q<tU  )o  loaowoO 
(tbBHaV  yinsH  .ciM)  anriaH  loiajpaJA  ,»GB»aiO 

jQf  .abaoM 

.oy  .8t  .fs  .abaoaO  oi  sb^  to  joanO 
.08  JH  .s«  .It  .Tt  -T*  .aialrta  la*iD 
.&f  .tf  ,df  .affn-ftttiLl  la  Ilaa7  laarn) 
,if  .ondainabl  nviA  noMO 
j.d  .caiD  .oaaoO 
.St  tatoa»f>-iotaM  ,?naiO 
.fd  .oM  boa  .a»0  .btadawtO 


85 


Lisbon,  6o. 

Lisbon  Packet,  57. 

Little  Missenden  (Co.  Bucks),  33  n.  34. 

Little  Waltham  (Co.  Essex),  34. 

Lloyd,  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Fitch)  35,  40,  74, 

Henry  40,  James  (Dr.)  40  and  n.  53,  42  and  n. 
57  and  59,  74- 

London,  23,  24,  25,  27,  30,  35,  38,  40,  41,  42, 
43, 44, 51, 53, 62, 70, 74, 78, 80, 81. 

Lords  of  Battersea  Manor,  43. 

Lord  Mayor,  30-  .  „  . 

loyalists.  Associated  38,  Claims  of  9.  3b> 
Clubs,  38,  Petition  to  the  King,  39. 

Lydiard  Tregoze  (Co.  Wilts),  33. 


M 

Mackintosh,  Sir  James  42. 

McPherson,  Captain  54. 

Madeira,  60. 

Maisonette,  Battersea  Rise,  42. 

Mallett  67,  Jonathan  81. 

Manners,  General  Russell  44  and  n.  63. 
Mansfield,  Margaret  28  n.  22,  70. 

Map  of  Clapham  Common,  Perambulation  42. 
Maroons  of  Jamaica,  37  n.  46. 

Massachusetts,  35,  39  n.  49,  42,  Bay  Colony,  37, 

4^’  74.  75-.„  ^ 

Mason,  Priscilla  74.  Sarah  74. 

Maxwell,  Rev.  C.  H.  (Vicar  of  Battersea),  9- 
Mayflower,  74. 

Middlesex,  Co.  28,  29,  46,  Mass.,  42,  75. 
Middleton,  family,  31,  43,  44.  45.  Anne  Francis 
(Mrs.)  31,  32,  43,  67,  Augusta  32,  Nathaniel 
13.  31.  32,  43.  67,  Sophia  32. 

Morning  Post,  13,  25,  26. 

Morse,  Mr.  62. 

Mount  Pleasant,  Philadelphia,  23,  54. 

Mount  Pleasant,  Sunbury  (Middlesex),  28  n.  21, 
29. 
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Narrative  of  Joshua  Hett  Smith,  the  Authentic 
II,  17  n.  I,  19  n-  5.  22  n.  9. 

Neale,  56,  57. 

New  Brunswick,  24,  80. 

New  England,  35,  37.  74-  ,  ^  . 

New  nngland  Historical  and  Genealogical 
Register,  9,  14,  35,  40  n.  52,  41  n.  54,  42  n.  57. 
New  Hampshire,  37,  74. 

Newhaven  (Conn.),  12,  23,  35,  36,  37  n.  48, 

4L  54.  74- 
New  London.  23. 

Newport,  Harriet  79. 

New  York,  18,  20  n.  6,  21,  22,  38,  52,  55. 
Northern  Powers,  60. 

Norwich  (Conn.),  35,  37  and  n.  48,  38,  70,  74. 
Nova  Scotia,  38. 
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Old  Burlington  Street,  44  n.  63. 

Old  Sodbury  (Co.  Gloucester),  9,  13,  34.  35. 
37  n.  46,  74,  75. 


Oliver,  Lieutenant-Governor  Thos.  39  and  n.  40, 
75,  Elizabeth  75,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (ate  Vassali) 

39  n.  49.  75- 
Oporto,  57. 

Order  in  Council,  47. 

Oxford,  Oriel  College  75. 
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Parliament,  41. 

Parsons.  Mr.  T.  42. 

Peace  (of  Versailles),  The  36  n.  46,  52. 
Penington,  Ezekiel  (Parish  Clerk  of  Battersea) 
29  n.  26  and  n.  27. 

Pennsylvania,  20.  22,  27.  51,  52,  54,  Historical 
Society  of  20  n.  8,  Magazine  of  History  and 
Biography,  9,  20, 

Pension,  Government  40. 

Petre,  Mrs.  66. 

Philadelphia,  20,  21,  22,  23,  24,  54. 

Phipps,  Colonel  Pownoll  ii,  20  n.  7.  28  and  n. 
20,  33  n.  34,  36  n.  46,  46,  71,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  P.  R.  9,  ««.  3d.  37  n.  46,  Rev.  \y. 
P.  II,  20  n.  7,  28,  n.  20,  Sophia  Matilda 
(see  Arnold)  28,  29,  46,  48,  71. 

Pitts,  26. 
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Chadwick)  29,  70,  James  70. 

Portland,  Duke  of  66,  79- 
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Portman  Square.  27,  66. 

Portman  Street  (No.  21),  36  n.  46,  39,  74- 
Portsmouth,  56. 

Prince,  Ann  79. 

Prize  ship.  54. 

PubUc  Record  Office,  9.  22  n.  10,  24,  51,  55. 
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Quebec,  17. 
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Ramsgate,  57. 

Ratclifie,  75. 

Rate  Books,  Battersea  13,  30,  42  n.  58. 
Rebuilding  Act,  46. 

Regiment,  6th  Bengal  Cavalry  25  n.  15. 

19th  Light  Dragoon  33  n.  34. 

6ist  Foot  37  and  n.  46. 

6sth  36  n.  46. 

83rd  Foot  (now  ist  Batt.  Royal  Ulster  Rifles) 
37  n-  46.  41- 
90th  36  n.  46, 

Registers,  Battersea  7,  8,  13.  29,  34,  44,  45. 
Brompton  27  n.  19,  Essex  34.  Kensington 
27  n.  19,  London  27,  of  Burial  in  the  Vaults 
at  Battersea  13,  46,  St.  Marylebone  34  n.  35. 
Richmond  (Co.  Surrey),  31,  67,  (Virginia),  23. 
Rossmanaher  (Co.  Clare),  35i  75- 
Roubiliac,  44. 

Rousselet,  Louis  7. 

Ruddack,  Alexander  71; 

Elizabeth  Cecilia  71. 

Russell,  Peter  Esq.  79, 

Rev.  Wilham  28  n,  21,  29  and  n.  25. 
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Sabine,  Lorenzo  35  and  n.  40,  41  n.  55. 

Sage,  John  79. 

St.  George's  Hospital,  27  n.  19. 

St.  John^  of  Lydiard  Tregoze,  43,  Henry  44. 
St.  John’s,  New  Brunswick,  24. 

St.  Leger,  Colonel  63. 

St.  Mary  Abbot’s  Kensington,  27  n.  19. 

St.  Marj'-le-bone,  13,  32,  34  and  n.  35. 

Saling  Grove  (Co.  Essex),  70. 

Saratoga,  17. 

Sargent,  Winthrop  11. 

Saybrooke  (Conn.),  74. 

Schuylkia,  54. 

Seagrove  &  Constable,  Merchants,  54. 

Shedden,  Jock  66. 

Shepperton  (Co.  Middlesex),  28  n.  21,  29  and 
n.  25. 

Shippen,  Judge  Edward  (Father  of  Mrs.  Arnold) 
20,  22,  24,  27,  45  and  n.  66,  70,  71,  Margaret 
or  "  Peggy  ”  (see  also  Mrs.  Arnold)  8,  20, 
23.  37  n.  46.  45  n.  65,  70,  71. 

Smith,  C.  42. 

Smith,  Joshua  Hett  (Authentic  Narrative  of) 
II,  12,  17  n.  I,  19,  n.  5,  22  n.  9,  his  Mem¬ 
orial,  24  n.  12. 

Solicitor  to  Customs  Commission,  Boston,  Mass., 

37. 

South  Carolina,  52. 

Stamford  (Conn.),  74. 

Stamp  Act,  37. 

Stansbury,  Joseph  12,  18  and  n.  3,  20  n.  6,  53, 

55. 

Stephenson,  General  Theodore  7,  29,  71,  John 
(Rev.  Canon)  71,  Mrs.  7,  8,  n,  29,  71. 
Stepney,  9,  75. 

Story  of  William  Fitch  and  his  Portrait,  ii, 
37  n-  46. 

Sunbury  (Co.  Middlesex),  28  and  n.  21,  29,  46. 
Surrey,  Co.  of  34  n.  35. 
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Taylor,  Dr.  J.  G.  14,  47  n.  69. 
Thames,  27,  43,  44. 

The  Times,  13,  25. 

Thornton,  Henry  42. 

Tod,  Mrs.  67. 

Tomlinson,  Capt.  57. 

Tortola,  64. 

Treaty  of  Peace,  20. 

Turner,  J.  W.  M.  44. 
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United  States,  52. 
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Vassall,  FamUy  of  9,  31,  34,  37  n.  46,  41  and 
n.  54.  42.  45.  67.  74.  -75.  inscription  in  Old 
Sodbury  Church  to,  9,  34,  35,  memorial  tab¬ 
let  at  Battersea,  9,  31,  32.  Ann  31,  35,  67 
75,  Charlotte  31,  67,  75,  Colonel  John  39  n’.  49’ 

74,  75.  Elipbeth  39  n.  49,  75,  Fanny  75,  Henry 

75,  John  (i)  41,  74,  75,  John  (ii)  74,  Laura  Ann 
Matilda,  35,  75,  Leonard  (Senr.)  75,  Leonard 
34  and  n.  35,  35  n.  38,  41,  43,  45,  75,  Leo¬ 
nard  Samuel  32,  Mrs.  Leonard  (see  Sarah 
Fitch)  34  and  n.  55,  35  and  n.  38,  36  n.  46, 
43.  74.  75.  Lucretia  75,  Margaret  31,  32,  34 
and  n.  37,  67,  75,  Margaret  (Mrs.— nee  Hub¬ 
bard)  31,  32,  34.  43,  44,  67,  75,  Margaret 
Harvie  Graeme  (Mrs.  Heniy)  30,  75,  Mss  31, 
42,  67,  Nathaniel  31,  67,  75,  Samuel  41,  75^ 
Spencer  Thos.  74,  Thos.  Oliver  74,  William  9, 
13.  31.  32,  39  °'.49.  41  and  n.  54,  42  and  n.  59, 
4i.  44.  45.  75.  Wilham  (Junr.)  75. 

Vermont,  37,  7;. 

Vicar,  of  Battersea.  9,  44,  47,  48,  of  Old  Sod- 
bury  (Co.  Glouces.)  9,  of  Kensington,  27  n.  19. 

Virginia,  52. 

Vollington  (Conn.),  54. 

Volunteer,  38. 
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Walker,  Lewis  Burd  ii,  20,  45  n.  65. 

War,  American  26,  52,  French  22,  24,  25,  of 
Independence,  17,  42,  55,  Office,  66 
Warren,  31,  34  n.  37,  67. 

Warwick,  28,  58. 

Washington,  George  17,  19,  20,  21,  51,  52. 
Watson,  Colonel  Gordon  71,  Philippa  A.  F.  (Mrs. 

T.  E.  Stephenson)  71. 

Weatherhead,  Margaret  70,  Samuel  70. 

West  End,  31. 

West  Indies.  24,  25. 

Westminster,  24. 

West  Point,  17  and  n.  i. 

West  Side,  Clapham  Common,  42. 

Whistler,  44. 

White,  Edward  3,  48. 

White,  George  14,  47  n.  69. 

Whitefoords,  67. 

Whitfield,  Abigail  74. 

Rev.  Henry  74. 

Whiting,  Ann  35,  36  and  n.  45,  74.  Colonel  Na- 
tnaa  36,  41,  74,  Mary  74,  Rev.  Samuel  74. 
Wilberforce,  Wm.  42. 

Wills:  Arnold,  Benedict  13,  33  and  n.  45,  60, 
78,  79,  Arnold,  Margaret  13,  33  and  n! 
32,  80,  81,  Hubbard,  Ann  13,  42  and  n.  56, 
Middleton,  Nathaniel  13,  43  and  n.  60," 
Vassall,  William  13,  42  and  n.  49.  43. 
Windham  (Conn.),  74. 

Windsor,  31,  43.  67,  Old  43. 

Woodham  Walter  (Co.  Essex),  34. 


Yale,  35,  74. 
Yankee,  39. 
Yorktown,  23. 
Young,  William  79. 
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